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	INTRODUCTION	

 Cannon obtained his re-nomination to the of�ice effectively at the end of 
 April 1884. Black agreed to run against Cannon on September 10  th  . It 
 was, as such campaigns generally went, short, but it was not sweet. 

 The fall campaign was dominated by the Presidential campaign between 
 the Democrat Grover Cleveland, with Indiana’s Thomas A. Hendricks for 
 Vice President, and Republican James G. Blain, with Illinois’ John Logan 
 for Vice President. National issues were discussed by both Cannon and 
 Black, but when the congressional election came into focus in 
 mid-September 1884, the contest assumed a tone similar to the National 
 campaign, but with a twist that all politics is local.  1 

 In his study of America from 1865 to 1915, 	The	Age		of	Acrimony;	How	
	Americans	Fought	To	Fix	Their	Democracy,	 Jon Grinspan  observed that 
 the 1884 presidential campaign was the “ dirtiest, most disgusting and 
 disgraceful our nation has ever known. . . .The Republicans began the 
 ugliness by nominating James G. Blaine, the most divisive man in their 
 party.”  2  Blaine was seen as the embodiment of �inancial corruption. 
 Cleveland, on the other hand, �irst appeared bland but sturdy. Then 
 word spread of his “illicit connection,” fathering a child with a Buffalo 
 widow, Maria Halpin. Cleveland claimed it was a brief, consensual affair 
 between two unmarried adults. Allen Nevin’s  3  study of the allegations 
 concluded that Cleveland, while uncertain of his paternity, assumed 
 �inancial responsibility for the child. The Republican campaign machine, 
 however, pushed the question of Cleveland’s private character 
 throughout the campaign. 

 While the Republicans questioned Cleveland’s private character, the 
 Democrats attacked Blaine’s public character by raising new questions 

 3 	Grover	Cleveland:	A	Study	in	Courage	 , ISHI Press,  �irst published in 1932, at pages 
 162 to 169. 

 2  Bloomsbury Publishing, New York: 2021, page 249. For a “quick and dirty” 
 analysis of the campaign, see 	American	Heritage	 , Volume  13, Issue 5 (1962). 
 https://www.americanheritage.com/dirtiest-election#2 

 1  The best study of the 1884 campaign may be found in Mark Wahlgren Summers’ 
	Rum,	Romanism,	and	Rebellion:	The	Making	of	a	President,	1884,	 University of North 
 Carolina Press (2000). 
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 as to Blaine’s honesty with new material involving the Mulligan letters. 
 This latter correspondence involved allegations of corruption by Blaine 
 while he was Speaker of the House of Representatives whereby he 
 received an inappropriate �inancial bene�it for taking up certain 
 legislation in the House. 

 As between these “scandals,’ the issue was simple: Cleveland had clearly 
 established public integrity, but suffered from private morality issues, 
 while Blaine was corrupt in public affairs, but pure in private morality. 

 Nevins identi�ied �ive principal factors in the campaign, besides the 
 character issue: 

 The Democratic schism in New York, where Tammany Hall was in 
 revolt. 

 The old-soldier vote, vigorously appealed to by the Republicans 
 through Pension Bureau of�icials.  4 

 The Prohibitionist vote, cutting into Blaine’s strength. 

 The lingering distrust of the South. 

 The business depression of 1884, engendering a discontent with 
 Republican policies.  5 

 Neil Rolde’s biography of James G. Blaine, 	Continental		Liar	From	the	
	State	of	Maine		6		,	 observed 

 Blaine’s strategy had been to run his campaign entirely on the 
 tariff issue. The Republicans were for protection, high duties to 

 6  Tilbury House, Publishers, Gardiner, Maine, (2007). 
 5  Nevins, 	supra,	 page 169. 

 4  At the national level, the Republican Commissioner of Pensions left his of�ice in 
 Washington for the last two months of the campaign and actively campaigned for 
 Republicans while drawing his salary. Republicans had also used the pension 
 process to award as many veterans as possible, within the law, with pensions. 
 When pensions could not be awarded by the Pensions Bureau, the claimants then 
 sought private legislation from Congress for their pensions. 
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 keep out cheap foreign goods, and that continuation of this policy 
 offered insurance of sustained prosperity in the U. S.. . .It was not 
 Blaine’s wish to institute a vicious attack upon Grover Cleveland’s 
 private life. That impulse came unbidden from G. O. P. partisans in 
 Buffalo, the Democratic candidate’s hometown. . . .  7 

 In his biography of Thomas B. Reed  8  , James Grant summarized the 
 contest in terms of policy. 

 The fact was that, in policy matters, one party sounded much like 
 the other. Each stood for the gold standard, for reduced taxation 
 and for sensible reductions in the tariff. The Democrats, it is true, 
 were by conviction the low-tariff party and the Republicans the 
 party of protection, but the Democratic platform pledged that the 
 party would pull the rug out from under no protected industry by 
 precipitously slashing the tariff that kept foreign competition at 
 bay.  9  The Republicans, for their part, committed themselves to 
 correcting ‘the inequalities of the tariff,’ whatever they might be. 
 Blaine, in writing and on the stump, tried to bring the tariff front 
 and center. The Democrats would dismantle the very system of 
 protection that had sustained 20 years of American industrial 

 9  George Fitch, in his collection of commentaries 	Sizing		Up	Uncle	Sam	 , noted in 1914 
 “The tariff is like a revolver. It is either a menace or a protection, depending on 
 whether you are opposing it or standing behind it. . . .The tariff lives in the customs 
 house, but is borrowed by both Republicans and Democratic parties during each 
 campaign and led about the country for exhibition purposes. When Democrats 
 exhibit the tariff, they do so with great terror, and pale statesmen endeavor to keep 
 it from breaking out of its cage and devouring children three at a gulp. . . .On the 
 other hand, when Republicans exhibit the tariff they put their arms lovingly around 
 its neck and claim that it is as useful in a kitchen as two hired girls and a gas stove. 
 On the whole, it is more fun to be a Republican than a Democrat, because a 
 Democrat is so scared of the tariff all through the campaign that he can’t sleep at 
 night. A Democratic will link arms with a tiger and stroke his whiskers with 
 pleasure, but let the tariff rise up ever so little and he shrieks for help from Maine 
 to California. . . . .Republicans are very kind to the tariff and point with pride to its 
 growth and height. But Democrats claim it should be cut in two close to the tail. . . 
 We owe a great deal to the tariff, because it has protected our infant industries 
 until they grow up and become carnivorous.” 

 8 	The	Life	and	Times	of	Thomas	B.	Reed:	The	Man	Who		Broke	The	Filibuster	 , Simon 
 and Schuster, New York (2011), pages 207 to 208. 

 7  Page 273. 
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 prosperity, he contended. Nor did he neglect to waive the bloody 
 shirt. ’I do not believe,’ Blaine harangued a crowd at Ft. Wayne, 
 Indiana, ‘that men who added luster and renown to your State 
 through four years of bloody war can be used to call to 
 administration of the Government the men who organized the 
 great Rebellion. . . .Blaine was the �irst Republican Presidential 
 candidate of the postwar era not to have served in the Union army 
 (the rest had been generals). But because Cleveland too had 
 avoided service, the Democrats had no ready response to Blaine’s 
 postdated bellicosity. 

 Alyn Brodsky summarized the differences in his analysis of Cleveland’s 
 character.. 

 The Democrats in their party platform called for reform of the 
 federal land-sale policy, reduction of federal taxes through 
 lowering of import duties, and tighter control on monopolies. The 
 Republicans called for high tariffs, domestic market expansion, 
 and an international standard for the relative value of gold and 
 silver coinage. Also, they demanded more federal government on 
 the local level, whereas the Democrats favored ‘the preservation of 
 personal rights’ and ‘the reserved rights of the states.’  10 

 As will be seen in this essay, in the context of Nevins’ analysis, the 
 Cannon-Black campaign concentrated on the old-soldier vote (but with a 
 distinct twist), and distrust of the South. The extant Republican papers 
 that covered the campaign in the Fifteenth Congressional District, did 
 not pay much attention, if at all, to the Tammany Hall rebellion, 
 Prohibition, nor the business depression (which Danville was not 
 feeling). The character question received some coverage. 

 While the lack of military service of the two principal presidential 
 candidates reduced their respective war service to a non-issue, in east 
 central Illinois, Cannon’s lack of military service during the Civil War 
 was the issue that permeated the campaign in Democratic circles. Black, 
 brevetted a Brigadier General at the end of the war, had served 

 10 	Grover	Cleveland:	A	Study	in	Character	 , Truman Valley  Press, St. Martin’s Press, 
 New York, (2000), pages 81 to 82. 
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 gloriously during the war.  11  Cannon, however, remained in east central 
 Illinois, serving as State’s Attorney in the Twenty-seventh Judicial Circuit 
 (consisting at various times from 1861 to 1868, Vermilion, Champaign, 
 Ford, Douglas, Coles, and Edgar counties), and generating substantial 
 income from fees earned for convictions obtained in his prosecutions 
 and real estate investments.  12  Democrat Black and his supporters took 
 every opportunity to contrast Black’s service in the Union Army with 
 Cannon’s failure to serve, as a means to attract the traditionally 
 Republican soldier’s vote in the District to Democrat Black. 

 One of the not so subtle efforts of a Republican newspaper to remind the 
 soldiers that commonality in service in the army with Black did not 
 justify changing your vote from a non-serving Republican, and 
 abandoning the party’s principles that won the war (as represented by 
 Cannon), to supporting an honored, war-serving Democrat, who 
 represented a party that had radically different principles espoused by 
 the ex-confederate politicians now serving in the national legislature (as 
 represented by Black), appeared in the October 2, 1884, Danville 	Daily	
	Commercial	 . The newspaper reminded its readers that  supporting 
 Republican principles remained worthy everywhere, including among 
 the descendants of the animals who helped the Union army win the war. 

 12  See Timothy Ohrea Smith’s 	The	Tuscola	Years	of	Joseph		Gurney	Cannon	and	his	
	family:	With	attention	given	to	the	contributions	of	men	from	Parke	County,	Indiana,	in	
	the	establishment	and	Development	of	Tuscola	and	Douglas	County,	Illinois-	 OCLC 
 1005740162 

 11  Black, who had been wounded and permanently disabled in his left arm and 
 wrist, and severely wounded in his right arm, with his brother William, would be 
 awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor in the early 1890s for their service at 
 Pea Ridge. 
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	Danville		Daily	Commercial		,	October		2,	1884	
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	CANNON	FACES	A	CHALLENGE	TO	HIS	RENOMINATION	

 January 1, 1884, was cold in Danville, and over the next several days, the 
 temperature dropped.  13  On the night of January 4  th  , the Cannon family, 
 Joseph, Mary, and daughters Helen and Mabel, left Danville for 
 Washington City.  14  Cannon returned for the remaining portion of the 
 �irst session of the Forty-eighth Congress. For Mary and Helen, the 
 Washington social season would soon begin, and both would participate 
 in the various teas and gatherings populated by the spouses and older 
 daughters of the representatives and senators who brought their 
 families with them. Mary had attended a school in Chicago in the fall of 
 1883, and now would attend school in Washington City. 

 Cannon was not the only nationally known politician to leave town for 
 political purposes in early January. Jesse Harper, of the Greenback party, 
 left town on January 3  rd  to go to Buffalo, New York. 

 It did not take long for General John Charles Black’s name to appear in 
 the newspapers in the New Year. The Chicago 	News	 reported  that 
 Danville lawyer and Democratic state legislator Joe Mann had “his 
 shoulder against a boom for Gen. John C. Black for Governor.” The next 
 day Mann denied the report, and noted “if there are any Governorships 
 to be distributed he is open for an engagement.”  15  This would not be the 
 last time that Mann would be associated with booming Black for 
 political of�ice in 1884, and at that time Mann would not deny it. 

 Locally, it was said that W. J. Calhoun was intending to run for State’s 
 Attorney of Vermilion County since C. M. Swallow did not intend to seek 
 re-election. 

 Cannon had been gone only twenty days when the Danville 	Daily	News	
 reported 

 15  Danville 	Daily	News	 , January 9 and 10, 1884. 

 14  It appears Mary’s mother, Frances Reed, stayed in Danville to “hold down the 
 fort” at 418 N. Vermilion Street, Danville. 

 13  The winter of 1883/1884 was considered severe, but on the evening the 
 Cannons left town, the thermometer at the Danville 	Daily	News	 registered twenty 
 below zero from 11 o’clock through three o’clock in the morning. January 5, 1884. 
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 Champaign 	Gazette:	 We hear it rumored that J. G. English, of 
 Danville, is a candidate for congress. If Jim and Joe both set out on 
 the mission from that town there will be lively times there about 
 primary season.  16 

 English, one of the wealthiest men in Vermilion County, was President of 
 the First National Bank in Danville, the chief banking competition to the 
 Cannon’s Second National Bank in Danville. English, with his son 
 Charles, had their economic thumbs in many business pies in Vermilion 
 County, and were active Republicans. When the account of the alleged 
 English interest in the congressional job was made, it was report by the 
 Champaign 	Gazette	 that Champaign’s Circuit Judge C.  B. Smith, whose 
 name appeared as a potential challenger to Cannon every two years, 
 announced he was not interested this year.  17  The Champaign 	Gazette	
 reported on the perennial rumors of various potential candidates 
 challenging Cannon, but as for English, it noted “that gentleman could 
 see no necessity for taking upon himself the unnecessary burden at this 
 time of life.” The 	Gazette	 further noted in Smith’s  case, that he would 
 make a good primary race, “but he has decided not to enter the list, 
 wisely we think, for we can see no compensation in the of�ice of 
 Congressman that is an equivalent for the expense, the worry, the libels 
 and the wear and tear on a man’s mind that inevitably follow the 
 announcement of candidacy.” On January 29  th  , the Champaign 	Gazette	
 endorsed Cannon’s re-election. 

 The troubles associated with being a congressman were not limited to 
 the 	Gazette’s	 analysis. On February 2  nd  , the Danville 	Daily	News	 reported 
 on the headaches facing congressmen once they get to Washington City. 

 It’s a pity,’ said a congressman, who had come home for the 
 holidays, ‘that we no sooner get settled in our seats in the house 
 ready to see what we can do for ourselves and our constituents 

 17  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , January 28, 1884. The 	Gazette	 further noted in Smith’s 
 case, that he would make a good primary race, “but he has decided not to enter the 
 list, wisely we think, for we can see no compensation in the of�ice of Congressman 
 that is an equivalent for the expense, the worry, the libels and the wear and tear on 
 a man’s mind that inevitably follow the announcement of candidacy.” 

 16  January 24, 1884. 
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 than we �ind ourselves right on the eve of another campaign,  18  and 
 we are absolutely compelled either to give up hopes of public life 
 before we have got fairly started or to devote more time to the 
 questions of re-nomination and re-election than to matters of 
 state. Why, three members that I know well, and one of them is a 
 prominent candidate for the Ohio senatorship, have gone in 
 together, rented a room across from the state department, and 
 made it their seed headquarters. Don’t laugh or make jokes, for it’s 
 a fact. They hire a clerk to attend to dispatching their quota of 
 seeds from the agricultural bureau, and spend as much leisure 
 time there as they can themselves. The last time I was in the room 
 it contained 18,000 pounds of seeds, and at least one of the 
 partners expected to be returned to congress principally on 
 account of this seed enterprise. In addition to this mailing 
 machine he is hiring a man to take a horse and buggy and go 
 through the district distributing seeds to farmers.  19 

 Even though English’s name was �loating about, the Rossville 	Press	 on 
 January 30  th  opined that the �ield was now clear for  Cannon’s 
 re-nomination. The Danville 	Daily	News	 took the opportunity  on 
 February 1, 1884, to announce its endorsement of Cannon. 

 A democratic paper a few weeks ago, in speaking of Mr. Cannon, 
 referred to the fact he never yet secured an appropriation for his 
 district, and for this reason should not be returned. Every one 
 knows that there is not so much a pretext for an excuse for an 

 19  One wonders just how much Mary and her daughters, in between their 
 socializing (networking in Twenty-�irst century parlance) when they were with 
 Joseph in Washington, helped Joseph in keeping up with the correspondence and 
 other constituent services. Cannon had suf�icient wealth to hire a private clerk to 
 help with his seed distribution, and other correspondence, and he did so for 
 correspondence and other business before the departments. On this latter point, 
 see the Danville 	Daily	News	 (March 6, 1884) reprint  of an 	Inter	Oce	 an pro�ile of 
 Cannon. 

 18  To illustrate this, Cannon was elected to the Forty-eighth Congress in November 
 1882, but the House in the Forty-eighth, while it came into legal existence on March 
 4, 1883, did not meet until December of 1883. Eleven months later, in November 
 1884, the election for the Forty-ninth Congress was held. This was the customary 
 practice of the House until the Presidential inauguration date was changed from 
 March 4  th  to January 20  th  in the Twentieth Century. 

 10 



 appropriation in this district. The same sheet howls for economy, 
 and yet abuses Mr. Cannon for not asking that a portion of the 
 people’s money should be needlessly expended in a district where 
 it would be worse than wasted. This, however, only illustrates 
 democratic methods and shows that the chief end of a democratic 
 member of Congress should be to secure an appropriation. 

 Mr. Cannon’s ability as a legislator has for years been 
 acknowledged, not only by the republicans in Congress, but by the 
 democrats as well. This is borne out by the fact that every year he 
 has been advanced higher on each committee of which he has 
 been a member. Had his recommendations in the matter of the 
 star-routes been heeded, there would have been no star-route 
 trials, for it would have been impossible for the gang to have 
 stolen anything; but the democratic majority voted to pass the bill 
 appropriating the money for the star-route service over Mr. 
 Cannon’s protest and the result was the steal, the trial and the 
 quittal [sic] by a democratic jury. 

 Mr. Cannon has been several times honored by his fellow 
 members by being chosen as a member of the committee to lay 
 out and plan the work of the House, and at the opening of the 
 present session was chosen chairman of the republican caucus. 
 The democratic speaker of the House also further honored him by 
 placing him �irst on the list of republican members of the 
 committee on appropriations, a committee second to none in 
 responsibility and importance. 

 We allude to these facts to show that the oft repeated charge 
 against Mr. Cannon that he has no in�luence, is not borne out by 
 the facts. No man could be selected to succeed him who could 
 expect to more than take a back seat for a couple terms, and after 
 that he might remain a nonentity. There are dozens of such 
 nonentities sent to Congress year after year, who are contented to 
 sit at the tail of some committee, and who are only heard when 
 they vote. 

 We also in this connection desire to call attention to this further 
 fact, that during Mr. Cannon’s long term of service he has never 
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 been accused of having any share in any of the numerous steals, 
 even by his worst enemies. That he has sometimes made mistakes, 
 as he himself will not deny; but if one will look the history of the 
 men over who have been in Congress during the same period, who 
 is there of all the number who has made fewer? We have 
 frequently disagreed with Mr. Cannon regarding some of the 
 recommendations and appointments that he has made, but we 
 recognize this further fact, that other people in the district have 
 asked for what we opposed, and we should be egotistical indeed 
 not to concede to others the same right to their opinions that we 
 claim. 

 So far as attending to the business of his constituents before the 
 several departments, we venture the assertion, without the fear of 
 successful contradiction, that no member has been more faithful, 
 persistent or prompt, and it has made no difference whether the 
 applicant was a Republican, Democrat or greenbacker. 

 For these reasons, and the further one that we believe when the 
 party has a good servant it should keep him. Mr. Cannon’s friends 
 believe the party would do right to send him back to Congress. 

 That there are equally good men for the place in the district, we 
 concede, but none of them have yet signi�ied their desire to 
 become candidates; and if they do, it is a question whether just at 
 the present, when we need experience to combat the 
 machinations of the democratic party in as well as out of 
 Congress, we should make a change. We submit these views to the 
 readers of the Gazette and ask for them a careful consideration. 
 We are also free to say that if the republicans of the district see �it 
 and proper to nominate some other man for the position, the 
 Gazette will be found just as earnest in urging his election as it 
 would Mr. Cannon’s. 

 As the initial days of February passed, it appeared that Cannon’s road to 
 re-nomination was clear. But then, on February 6, 1884, the following 
 appeared in the St. Louis 	Globe-Democrat	 . 
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 The feud in the Republican party in this county [Champaign] took 
 shape to-day in the securing of M. W. Mathews, of this city 
 [Urbana], as a candidate for Congress in opposition to Hon. J. G. 
 Cannon, who has represented this district for many years in 
 Congress. There has been a growing faction in opposition to Mr. 
 Cannon for years, but his course last fall in relation to the 
 Collectorship aroused a great deal of opposition to him. Between 
 one and two hundred leading Republicans signed a request to 
 Mathews to become a candidate, and he to-day entered the �ield 
 for a hot �ight. 

 Mathews was an attorney and Editor of the Urbana 	Herald,	 a Republican 
 newspaper. At the end of January, just before the Illinois Press 
 Association left for an excursion to Washington City, Mathews was 
 elected President of the Association. 

 Milt is known as the silver-tongued orator of Champaign county, a 
 title which he bears by virtue of his powers of oratory. He is 
 socially whole-souled, convivial and companionable. He is just the 
 sort of a person the association require to lead them in a trip of 
 the sort they are now indulging. To all addresses of welcome he is 
 ever ready with a happy and timely response, and where Milt is 
 the spokesman every auditor is at once placed in good spirits by 
 his witty and telling expressions.  20 

 As one would expect, Phocion Howard was on top of this development. 

 Phocion writes to the 	Inter	Ocean	 from Danville as  follows: ‘Last 
 week a very select and, as the members supposed, secret caucus of 
 Mr. Cannon’s opponents was held in this city, seven gentlemen 
 from Champaign county composing the same. These gentlemen 
 resolved themselves into a committee of grievance and 
 solicitation-the latter partaking somewhat of an offer like Satan 
 once made to our Savior, for the caucus committee is just as 
 powerless to “deliver.” The Champaign disgruntled politicians �irst 
 solicited the Hon. Joseph G. English to become their candidate 
 against Mr. Cannon, promising Champaign in the convention. Mr. 

 20  Danville 	Daily	New	 s, February 2, 1884. 

 13 



 English declined. The committee then solicited ex-representative 
 W. J. Calhoun  21  and he declined. A similar offer was made mayor L. 
 T. Dickason, but he emphatically declines.’ The gentlemen 
 mentioned above are some of Champaign’s best citizens, who are 
 not of�ice-seekers, and who have a perfect right to put up a 
 candidate for congress, and it is real mean of Phocion to call them 
 ‘disgruntled politicians.  22 

 On February 9  th  , the Danville 	Daily	News	 again endorsed  Cannon, and in 
 the process hinted at the source of the Champaign opposition to Cannon. 

 . . . Cannon may have some enemies in the district; that would be 
 natural enough for an aggressive man, as Mr. Cannon is. Serving 
 the time he has as our representative, he could not possibly 
 comply with all the personal whims and preferences of individuals 
 or sections, but when he does anything, it stands out bright as a 
 new milled dollar of the dads. 

 The origin of the Champaign County opposition to Cannon began in the 
 fall of 1883. The Gibson City 	Courier	 summarized the  con�lict as a “lively 
 scramble.” 

 A lively scramble is going on for the vacant internal revenue 
 collectorship in this district. Senator Cullom says his man shall 
 have it, and Congressmen Cannon, Payson and Rowell say he 
 shan’t, but it must go to their man, and so these great statesmen 
 are expending a considerable amount of brain power over the 
 momentous question as to whether Senator or Representatives 
 ought to have the most in�luence with the President. Obviously the 
 �irst deputy ought to have the of�ice, under the principle of civil 

 22  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , February 7, 1884. 

 21  Calhoun was a rising star in the Illinois Republican party, and was already being 
 mentioned as the Republican candidate to succeed State’s Attorney Swallow. 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 , February 7, 1884. See Danville 	Daily	News,	 February 26, 1884, 
 which noted “[I]t was Mr. Calhoun who, when he rose in the house of 
 representatives [Illinois General Assembly] to oppose Jim Harrington’s resolution 
 declaring Gov. Cullom ineligible to the United States Senate, was sneered at as a boy 
 by those he was to answer. When he was half through his speech, however, a 
 prominent democrat walked around among the members of his side, saying: ‘Boys, 
 it’s no use to try to answer that speech; that boy knows what he is talking about.’” 
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 service reform, and the President would do well to appoint him, 
 even if he has to ignore the politicians.  23 

 The Congressmen had united for the appointment of Champaign’s Dr. 
 Wilcox for the appointment.  24  Senator Cullom wanted Jake Wheeler, who 
 was not a resident of the collector’s district, to get the job. The 
	Pantagraph	 opined 

 This is one of the most interesting struggles over the spoils which 
 has occurred since the civil service reform was passed. Senator 
 Cullom says that he does not have his heart upon the contest, but, 
 of course, expects and hopes to be successful.  25 

 Cannon went to Washington City in September  26  and again in October, 
 presumably to deal with this matter, but on October 14, 1883, the 
 Chicago 	Tribune	 reported that Senator Cullom had won  the �ight and 
 Wheeler would get the job over Wilcox. 

 The case, of course, has been decided without any regard to civil 
 service principles and in strict accordance with the precedents of 
 time-honored patronage. 

 President Arthur took the position that when there was an internal 
 collector in each congressional district, the district’s congressman 
 enjoyed the patronage, but when the number of collectors had been 
 reduced, the position came within the purview of the State’s senators’ 
 patronage. Perhaps it was Cannon’s earlier vote on the House bill 
 reducing the number of internal revenue collectors, thereby increasing 
 government ef�iciency with reduced costs but also removing the 
 patronage from his hands as a representative, that came home to roost. 
 But what about losing this “turf battle of patronage” made the seven 
 Champaign Republicans “disgruntled?”  It was the March 21, 1884 

 26  Cannon was seen at the Riggs Hotel according to the Washington 	Post	 edition of 
 September 17, 1883, The October 14  th 	Tribune	 article  noted that Cannon left for 
 home on the evening of October 14, the day the decision was announced. 

 25  September 19, 1883. 
 24  Bloomington 	Pantagraph	 , September 19, 1883. 
 23  September 21, 1883, 
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 Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , citing the Champaign 	Gazette	 that revealed 
 the cause. 

 Last fall a committee waited on Mr. Cannon and informed him that 
 if he would withdraw his recommendation for Dr. Wilcox, as 
 collector for this district, that they, the committee, would be for 
 him, that he could be nominated without opposition. Mr. Cannon 
 explained his reasons why he could not withdraw his 
 recommendation. Dr. Wilcox was the only man in the district upon 
 whom all could unite, and he thought it better to have Dr. Wilcox 
 than lose the of�ice entirely. His man was not appointed, he was 
 beaten and has accepted it without grumbling. Now, Mr. Cannon is 
 just as worthy of being a candidate as he was then. If he had 
 withdrawn his recommendation there would have been no 
 opposition. 

 By February 1884, Cannon’s refusal to yield to the disgruntled 
 Champaign committee opposing Wilcox in the fall of 1883, and the 
 committee of seven’s threat to oppose Cannon, was the spark that set off 
 the Champaign County rebellion against Cannon. It was probably not the 
 only cause. Champaign County Republicans had felt for some time that 
 Cannon’s tenure was long enough and that it was their time to be the 
 home of the district’s congressman.  27 

 Mathews was not the only Republican expressing an interest in 
 replacing Cannon. Judge Clark of Coles County initially thought Colonel 
 Henry Van Sellers of Paris should get the nomination.  28  On February 
 15  th  , the Paris 	Beacon	 endorsed Cannon’s re-election,  thereby suggesting 
 that Van Sellers was not really in the game. Clark would then start 
 considering opposing Cannon himself. On the 19  th  ,  the Danville 	Daily	
	News	 re-published the Champaign 	Gazette’s	 endorsement  of Cannon, 
 thereby outwardly con�licting with Mathews and his Urbana 	Herald.	 The 
	Gazette	 pointedly observed that no one should doubt  the in�luence of 
 Cannon in the House, and further noted 

 28  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , February 11, 1884. 

 27  There may also have been residual bitter feelings on Cannon’s defeat of 
 Champaign’s Langley for the Republican congressional nomination in 1872. 
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 We know whereof we speak when we say that Mr. Cannon is 
 regarded as one of the leaders in the legislation of the Nation; not 
 only in Washington, but in New York; and that he is well known in 
 intelligent and �inancial circles in New York and New England, as 
 any man in congress today. A gentleman, a former resident of this 
 city, said to one of our citizens the other day: ‘You people here 
 don’t half appreciate Joe Cannon . . . .’ 

 In February 1884, the Danville 	Daily	Commer	 cial joined the chorus of 
 endorsements in a long editorial as to why Cannon should be returned 
 to Washington. It alluded indirectly to the Wilcox matter by opining in 
 the context of the selection of postmasters. 

 Of course there is some opposition to him. Any other man would 
 have opposition after having recommended one man for a 
 postmastership to the exclusion of half a dozen others who 
 aspired to the same honor. The disappointed one and their 
 relatives almost always raise the standard of opposition. Such 
 opposition is unavoidable, but it is unworthy a true patriot. 

 It was reported on February 13, 1884, by the Champaign County 	Heral	 d, 
 (edited by M. W. Mathews, who was also serving as Champaign County’s 
 state’s attorney), that Mathews had announced his willingness to 
 oppose Cannon in the Republican primaries for the congressional 
 nomination. Almost immediately an old smear charge against Cannon 
 was raised as applying to Mathews, and illustrates the subtle use of 
 disinformation in the campaigns of the era. Cannon served as state’s 
 attorney for the Twenty-seventh Circuit court, which included 
 Champaign County, from 1861 to 1865. The majority of cases for which 
 Cannon brought indictments during his tenure were for the unlicensed 
 sale of liquor. Typically, Cannon would bring multiple counts in an 
 indictment against a person who allegedly illegally sold liquor, and then 
 strike a plea deal with the defendant by nolle [not] prosecuting some of 
 the counts upon the defendant pleading guilty on two to four of the 
 remaining counts. Under the fee system then in effect, Cannon would 
 receive a fee of $5 for each conviction, taxed as court costs.  29  It became 

 29  See Timothy Ohrea Smith’s 	Joseph	G.	Cannon:	State’s		Attorney,	Twenty-Seventh	
	Judicial	Circuit,	1861	Through	1868	 for a detailed  analysis of Cannon’s years as 
 state’s attorney. 
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 common in Democratic political circles to accuse Cannon of generating 
 excessive income for himself through his multiple count indictments 
 with his deals to nolle prosecute some in exchange for guilty pleas.  30 

 This practice became the subject of a response to a letter, originally 
 directed to Champaign County’s Circuit Judge C. B. Smith and published 
 in the Rantoul 	Press,	 and republished by the 	Herald.	 Champaign County’s 
 Circuit Judge C. B. Smith, responded to the charge, and in the process of 
 defending Mathews, absolved Cannon of all similar charges against him. 

 Dear Sir:-Your letter of the 28  th  inst. is received,  saying that Mr. M. 
 W. Mathews procures the grand jury to return whisky indictments 
 against persons charged with selling liquor with a large number of 
 counts in each indictment and that Mr. Mathews then induces the 
 parties indicted to come into court and plead guilty to a much 
 smaller number of counts than are contained in the indictment, 
 and that he then gets his fee of �ive dollars on each of the counts 
 named in the indictment, and not on the number to which the 
 defendants plead guilty. I have quoted the substance of your 
 statement. You ask me to answer and inform you as to the facts in 
 such cases. In reply I have to say that persons making these 
 charges are in error. The law allows the prosecuting attorney �ive 
 dollars on each count, where there is a conviction and judgment 
 against the defendant. The prosecuting attorney is entitled to no 
 fees upon any indictment or upon any count in an indictment 
 when a nolle is entered. No judgment is entered against any 
 defendant which is nolled, either for cost or �ine; but the judgment 
 is he goes unacquited. The public record of the court shows these 
 facts, and where all men may read for themselves. I have watched 
 the of�icial conduct of Mr. Mathews as well as that of every of�icer 
 of my court) with constant vigilance since he has been a public 
 prosecutor and during the time he was master-in-chancery, 
 covering a period of ten years, and have at each term of court 
 personally examined his reports and I do not believe that he has 
 taken one cent of money for his fees that did not belong to him 
 under the law. He has been a faithful, vigorous and ef�icient public 
 of�icer and until your letter came to me I never before heard him 
 charged with misconduct in of�ice. Every intelligent person knows 

 30  This charge would circulate through the constituency at each of Cannon’s early 
 re-election campaigns, reaching it zenith in 1890. 
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 that it is much easier to get the truth out of witnesses in liquor 
 cases before a grand jury than before the petit jury. It is no 
 uncommon thing for defendants to escape conviction entirely, who 
 are charged by the grand jury with a large number of violations of 
 the ‘dram shop’ act, because witnesses will not testify before the 
 trial jury as they did before the grand jury. The prosecutor must 
 decide whether he will allow a plea of guilty to a part of the counts 
 and thus secure some punishment to the party indicted or take his 
 chances with a lot of unwilling witnesses to let the party escape 
 entirely. In many cases the witnesses who were before the grand 
 jury can never be found when wanted before the petit jury. The 
 same course was pursued by Mr. Cannon, as the records of the 
 court will abundantly show, while he was public prosecutor in this 
 district, and it is the course pursued by every prosecutor in this 
 circuit, and has been ever since I have had any connection with the 
 courts in this state, and I have no reason to believe that any of 
 them have exercised that power unworthily. In thus fully 
 answering you letter it is not for the purpose of being used 
 af�irmative electioneering document favorable to Mr. Mathews and 
 hostile to either of the other gentlemen opposing him, although I 
 am earnestly and heartily in favor of Mr. Mathews’ nomination, but 
 to correct an erroneous statement which attempted to be used to 
 the injury of a faithful public of�icer, an honorable and upright 
 man, in whose honor and integrity I have the most abiding 
 con�idence. Very truly, C. B. Smith 

 In a companion article to the above C. B. Smith letter published on the 
 20th, the Champaign County 	Herald	 , used Danville Democrat  Phocion 
 Howard to suggest that Mathews’ chances in Coles and Edgar counties 
 were not closed. 

 Phocion Howard, of Danville, �ixes up the slate for this 
 congressional district and says that Gen. Mitchell, of Charleston, 
 postmaster of that city, owns the county of Coles, and that Jacob 
 Bell, of Paris, postmaster there, together with Asa Barber, the �irst 
 national banker, carry the county of Edgar in their pocket, and that 
 Mr. Cannon is fortunate in having these men on his side. These 
 men will, no doubt, be surprised that they are the proprietors in 
 fee simple of the republican party of their respective counties. And 
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 it is possible the republicans of these counties will take the 
 statement as news. 

 On February 20th, the Champaign Daily 	Gazette	 ran  an extended story 
 on “What Seems to be the Sentiment of this County on the Congressional 
 Question.” The pros and cons of Cannon and Mathews were explored in 
 each of the county’s townships. While Mathews appeared to have many 
 friends in his county, many also thought it was not his time in light of 
 Cannon’s stature. The prevailing opinion was to stay with Cannon.  31  One 
 voter in Pesotum thought that Lincoln “was right about trading horses in 
 mid-stream.” 

 Coles County appeared to make the �irst move to quash any thoughts of 
 Horace Clark challenging Cannon when the Charleston 	Plaindealer	
 endorsed Cannon.  32  On February 27, 1884, the Danville 	Daily	
	Commercial	 , reiterating its support of Cannon, published  a pro�ile of 
 Clark, �inding him quali�ied for the job. Clark apparently decided not to 
 actively seek the nomination except at the nominating convention, 
 where if “the lightening of a nomination strike him he will gird on the 
 armor and to the fray. Should he fail, he is not one to sulk in his tent, but 
 in his loyalty to Republican principles will be found in the front of the 
 �ight for the whole ticket.” 

 On February 27  th  , the Champaign County 	Herald	 reprinted  a column 
 from the Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 (February 20  th 	)	 that  added a new twist as 
 to why Cannon might be in trouble. 

 In the �irst place the Hon. J. G. Cannon, the present M.C., has served 
 twelve years, during which time he has not only gained political 
 acumen and standing among his associates in congress, but he has 
 largely increased his worldly possessions, and is a banker of 
 in�luence among bankers. It is freely and fully granted that such 
 increase in wealth has been through the legitimate growth of well 
 put investments, but while growing rich he has also moved further 
 away from the minds and hearts of his constituency. It is a 
 principle among the plain common folk of the district, that while 
 the senate becomes from year to year more aristocratic and 

 32  February 22, 1884. 
 31  See summary in Danville 	Daily	News	 , February 22,  1884. 
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 wealthy, it is common prudence to keep the house �illed with men 
 fresh from the �ields, shops, and of�ices of the masses. For this 
 reason a large number of voters hereabouts are restless and seek 
 a change. 

 The present incumbent has an unbending hauter that seems to 
 say: ‘I am sorry for all; you cannot reach me, but it is a matter of 
 the fates and not my concern. As an iceberg in the Gulf Stream is 
 his presence among the common people; tall, symmetrical. 
 Dazzling, over-topping, but chilling and dangerous to the unwary. 

 Perhaps anticipating some dissatisfaction with the veteran vote in the 
 district, the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 opined on  Cannon’s full throttled 
 support of pension legislation. It noted 

 His efforts, however, have not been con�ined to voting alone. He 
 has made himself thoroughly acquainted with the pension laws 
 and has found that the numerous instances they operate, by 
 requiring the impossible in certain cases, in such manner as to 
 prevent many meritorious disabled soldiers from receiving the 
 meager allowances of pension they are justly entitled to. To meet 
 cases of this kind Mr. Cannon has introduced in Congress a bill. . 
 .we believe will meet the approbation of all men who believe that 
 the country’s defenders in the late war deserve all the 
 consideration in the way of pecuniary bene�it. . . .”  33 

 The 	Daily		Commercia	 l published the bill for its readers  to see for 
 themselves what Cannon was proposing. Was it a coincidence that 
 Cannon introduced the bill on February 26, 1884?  34 

 The Fifteenth District’s Congressional Committee met in the law of�ices 
 W. R. Lawrence in Danville on February 22  nd  , and set  the congressional 
 nominating convention for April 9, 1884, in Danville. It was an unusually 
 early date  35  , and presumably was designed to obtain  Cannon’s 
 re-nomination so he could concentrate on his House Appropriations 
 Committee responsibilities until the end of the Forty-eighth’s �irst 

	35	  Four months ea 	rly.	St	Louis	Globe	 Democrat, March  6, 1884. 
 34  Forty-eighth Congress, First Session, 	Congressional		Record	 , pages 1444-45 ( 	1884).	
 33  February 29, 1884. 
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 session. It also had the bene�it of resolving fairly quickly the rebellion 
 developing against Cannon in the party. Phocion Howard observed 

 The republicans of this, the �ifteenth congressional district, have 
 led off �irst by calling the primaries  36  [for the selection  of 
 delegates to the nominating convention]. The reported candidacy 
 of Col. Henry Van Seller, of Paris, has no foundation, as he tells me 
 personally he will not try to defeat Mr. Cannon in the convention. 
 M. W. Mathews, of Champaign, and Horace Clark, of Coles, are still 
 canvassing, however, and the opposition to Mr. Cannon’s 
 re-election is beginning to assume a personal and vindictive 
 shape.  37 

 Perhaps the Chicago 	Inter	Ocean’s	 staff correspondent  Curtis was a 
 Cannon man. Perhaps he wanted to counter the allegations against 
 Cannon that were encouraging the developing rebellion in his district 
 with a positive pro�ile. The Danville 	Daily	News	 reprinted  38  his pro�ile of 
 Cannon at work in Washington, and it is set forth here as remarkable 
 reporting of Cannon at work for his constituents and his country in 
 1884, nineteen years before he became Speaker Cannon in 1903. 

 Congressman Cannon, by the length of service and legislative 
 prominence, is the dean of the Illinois delegation, and there is no 
 man in Congress more industrious or in�luential than he. 

 He came here in 1873 and has been in continuous service since 
 that time. He has affected legislation to a greater extent than any 
 man Illinois has sent to Congress for many years, and has a better 
 reputation throughout the country than the people of this district 
 are aware of. Cannon divides with Hiscock, of New York, and Reed, 
 of Maine, the leadership of the Republican side of the House, and 

 38  March 6, 1884. 

 37  Campaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , March 3, 1884. Phocion also  noted that the Democratic 
 opponent to Cannon appeared to be Hon. William A. Day of Champaign, the present 
 mayor. 

 36  For a discussion of the role of primaries in the selection of delegates to 
 nominating conventions {“the beauty and glory of a representative form of 
 government”), see Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , March  3, 1884. 
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 his long experience, his resources as a debater, his courage and 
 �ighting abilities, eminently �it him for the position. 

 During the last four years he has been a member of the Committee 
 on Appropriations, and is therefore prominent and in�luential in 
 legislation. His hobby is intelligent economy, and, with Mr. 
 Hiscock, of New York, in the last House of Representatives 
 accomplished more genuine reforms in public expenditures than 
 have been secured for ten years. He is in constant consultation 
 with the President and the members of the Cabinet, and is 
 recognized as the mouth piece of the administration on the �loor 
 of the House. If a vote were taken to decide who is the most useful 
 man of the Republican side I think Cannon would be elected. His 
 election as chairman of the Republican caucus was a 
 well-deserved testimonial of the con�idence of his 
 fellow-members in his judgment and ability. The demands upon 
 Cannon’s time and attentions are very large, and he is perhaps the 
 hardest worked man in Congress except Morrison. Cannon 
 devotes himself to his committee work six or eight hours a day 
 and is compelled to employ the entire time of a private secretary 
 in order to attend to his correspondents and business before the 
 departments. 

 Mr. Cannon occupies modest but comfortable apartments on the 
 fourth �loor of the Riggs House, where he has his wife and oldest 
 daughter with him. The youngest daughter is attending a private 
 boarding school in the city. Mrs. Cannon is not much of a society 
 lady, but has a large acquaintance, and is very popular. 

 The above is precisely the testimony borne as to Mr Cannon’s 
 standing and ability by every one who knows him. To displace 
 such a man at this time by a new member devoid of experience 
 would be the greatest possible folly. 

 The people who elect a congressman to serve them, and who 
 know that only a tried man of experience, unimpeachable honor 
 and large common sense can serve them best, will not make the 
 change at [a] time so critical as the present. 
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 On March 5  th  , the Champaign County 	Herald		39	  published two rare 
 insights into the behind the scenes role that brother William (Bill) P. 
 Cannon played in Congressman Cannon’s campaigns. The �irst clearly 
 suggests that Bill Cannon used the Cannon indirect economic power (the 
 Tuscola First National Bank  40  ) in their old county  to hold a quick 
 Republican congressional primary to stop Clark and Mathews from 
 gaining any ground in their pursuit of delegates. 

 The Danville dictation to Douglas county calling their primaries on 
 a week’s notice, when there was plenty of time for three week’s 
 notice to have been given is creating considerable excitement in 
 that county. They want to know whether Bill Cannon owns them 
 or whether they are entitled to take their time and have 
 something to say about it themselves. The ‘kick’ against being run 
 by Cannon’s Danville and Tuscola banks. If they had three weeks 
 time in Douglas, Mr. Cannon would be snowed under there, and 
 even on the short notice given, the opposition [Clark and 
 Mathews] will make a lively time for the machine managers and 
 we shall not be surprised to hear of Mr. Cannon’s defeat there. 

 In the same March 5  th  edition, the 	Herald	 accused  Bill Cannon of buying 
 the support of the Champaign 	Times	 . 

 The Champaign Times and its correspondents seem to be 
 booming Mr. Cannon for congress just now. Being the only 
 democratic paper in this county it ought to [be] able to help him 
 among democrats who attend republican primaries. It also alludes 
 to Bill Cannon’s barrel[money[]; it cannot be-no, banish the 
 thought-it certainly has not received any of its contents. It is no 
 doubt controlled by an unsel�ish desire to have the republicans 
 nominate their ‘strong mam,’ so that the calamity of a democratic 
 congressman may not overtake us. Smyser is smooth, but the 
 people can read him through and through. 

 40  The personal property tax records in Douglas County show that only Joseph 
 Cannon owned stock in the bank. He and his other banking partner bought 
 William’s shares when William moved to Danville in 1873.. 

 39  March 5, 1884. 
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 In its efforts to support Mathews, his 	Herald	 published the following 
 commentary, suggesting Cannon was not as strong as some thought. 

 The Hon. W. A. Day [Mayor of Champaign] shows his hand in last 
 week’s Times, in an article headed ’Whom the Gods Would 
 Destroy they �irst make mad.’ Brother Day’s stereotyped form of 
 expression when he desires to be particularly sarcastic is very 
 plain. It has been concede by Phocion Howard, now corresponding 
 for the Chicago papers, that W. A. Day is to be democratic nominee. 
 If Mr. Cannon is the strong man the hireling newspapers would 
 have us believe, why should Mr. Day rush into print in the Times in 
 an attempt to down M. W. Mathews. That Mr. Day wrote the article 
 there is no doubt; the same language, he has used in the presence 
 of two republicans at least. Mr. Day evidently wants Mr. Cannon 
 nominated.  41 

 The personal attacks on Cannon by the Mathews and Clark supporters, 
 while not speci�ied in the extant Republican press of the time, received a 
 cautionary warning from the Bloomington 	Pantagraph	 . 

 The aspirants for the nomination for congress in the �ifteenth 
 district against Mr. Cannon would help their cause a good deal if 
 they would give attention to their own case and cease making 
 assaults on Mr. Cannon. If there is a republican in Congress from 
 Illinois who is emphatically not a boss and who is willing to abide 
 by the action of the people without undue dictation on his part 
 that man is Joseph G. Cannon. He is at this time quietly attending 
 to his duties in Congress, notwithstanding the efforts that are 
 being put forth to defeat him and allowing the campaign to take its 
 own course. He is willing that the Republicans of the district 
 should settle the matter between him and his opponents, and we 
 suggest that his opponents in the same spirit of fairness allow the 
 contest to be made on the merits of the candidates and without 
 attacking the record of Mr. Cannon. The more Cannon’s record is 
 ventilated the better we imagine it will be for him, and the best 
 �ight any man can make against him is to go in the best he can for 
 himself and let Cannon alone. 

 41  March 12, 1884. 
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 What were the attacks against Cannon? One was the allegation that his 
 “in�luence and usefulness in Congress is very small in comparison with 
 what it should be considering the length of time he has served.”  42  This 
 perhaps has its origins in Cannon’s failure to obtain the internal revenue 
 collectorship for Champaign’s Wilcox in 1883. 

 Even with all the positive endorsements of Cannon, the rebellion 
 seemed to have “legs” as the days of February progressed into the days 
 of March, enough so that Cannon left Washington during the �irst 
 congressional session, without obtaining a formal leave of absence, and 
 returned to Champaign on March 6  th  to deal personally  with the 
 matter.  43  When he returned to Washington City is unknown,  and who he 
 saw and where he went within the district also remains unknown, but it 
 appears he resolved the difference with the opposing candidates. How 
 he did it remains off the record. 

 The nastiness of the Republican primary campaign appears to have 
 included those working for Cannon. The Mattoon 	Journal	 complained 
 that Cannon supporters Bostwick & Co published slanderous articles 
 against Clark under the names “Sincerity” and “Justice,” with large 
 numbers scattered over the district through the government mails. 

 But now the last step of the desperate is taken. The private 
 circular without a name, the coward’s dodge, the stroke of the 
 dark, is printed and is being circulated just before the primaries.  44 

 By March 12  th  , the Champaign 	Gazette	 reported 

 Mr. Cannon carried every township in Douglas county but one. In 
 Vermilion county he had no opposition. This virtually gives him 
 the nomination, as it is now conceded that neither Clark or 
 Mathews will have a delegate in the convention.  45 

 45  Danville 	Daily	News	 , March 15, 1884. 
 44  Champaign County 	Herald	 , March 19, 1884. 

 43  Mattoon 	Gazette,	 March 7, 1884.”Hon. J. G. Cannon  came home yesterday to see 
 what this little wind-storm in his district means.” 

 42  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , March 7, 1884. 
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 The Democrats, as will become apparent, were watching. 

 When Cannon carried the votes for re-nomination in Coles County, with 
 his delegates from Vermilion and Douglas Counties in hand, he became 
 assured of re-nomination.  46  Champaign County became  academic, but as 
 it turned out he received most of its delegates as well. 

 The Indianapolis 	Journal	 opined that with Coles County  in his hand 

 . . .his nomination as a candidate for representative in Congress. . 
 .is thus placed beyond question. Mr. Cannon is a man of national 
 reputation, and the voters of the district have acted wisely in 
 demanding his renomination.  47 

 The Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 noted, perhaps a bit prematurely,  as of March 
 18  th  , that Cannon’s assured re-nomination made him  the �irst 

 member of the present congress whose return is assured. . . .The 
 only people who regret Cannon’s return are the government 
 clerks, who have not forgiven him for increasing their hours of 
 duty in the last congress. Although they are better paid and have 
 shorter hours than the employes [sic] of any private institution or 
 corporation anywhere in the country, they look upon more than 
 six hours a day as a hardship, and resent Cannon’s action in 
 increasing them to seven.  48 

 When the votes were cast in the Champaign County Congressional 
 Delegate Selection Convention, Cannon received 52 votes and Mathews, 
 45, thereby obtaining all of the County’s delegates for Cannon at the 
 congressional nominating convention. As was expected Mathews was 
 called upon to give a speech, and he attempted to explain why he had 
 become a candidate. 

 At the earnest request of almost three hundred Republicans from 
 Champaign and Homer, consisting of the representative men of 
 these two banner Republican townships of this magni�icent 

 48  Danville 	Daily	News	 , March 18, 1884. 
 47  March 24, 1884. 
 46  Danville 	Daily	News,	 and the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 ,  March 24, 1884. 
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 county, I reluctantly became a candidate for congress, some six 
 weeks ago. I was led to believe that this county was in a frame of 
 mind to assert the rights in a district that had assigned her a back 
 seat for a quarter of a century of Republican rule. Her thrifty and 
 intelligent population had, during all these years rallied to the �lag 
 of Republicanism with unfaltering tread. Her splendid majorities 
 rolled up at each election for the Republican ticket, I thought 
 entitled her to be recognized in the distribution of party favors. 

 To have refused to be made the instrument of testing a 
 commendable county pride, at the request of so many tried and 
 true Republicans whose character as citizens gave weight to their 
 demand, would have been political suicide. I therefore accepted 
 the call and allowed my name to go before the people of this 
 county. It was met with bitter, well-organized and ceaseless 
 opposition from quarters least expected. The result is shown; 
 practically it has resulted in defeat on a vote by townships. It is 
 with pride, however, that I point you to the fact that on the 
 popular vote, I am the choice of the rank and �ile by a majority of 
 134. 

 I therefore tender my thanks to the majority of the Republicans of 
 Champaign county for their generous endorsement and 
 expression of con�idence. 

 The practical result of this contest retires me to private life, but 
 you can not retire me from that grand old party that has been for a 
 quarter of a century the bulwark of liberty and the preserver of 
 the republic. 

 Men may rise, or men may fall, but the principles of that party 
 which has shed lustre [sic] upon every page of history since his 
 birth will live on, the pride of the present and the hope of the 
 future. 

 You may tell me, as you have today, that you do not want me for 
 captain, but you have no power to expel me from the ranks. You 
 can not sti�le my voice upon the stump urging my friends to vote 
 the ticket without a blot, a blur, or a scratch. You can not paralyze 

 28 



 my pen that shall speak for the Republican ticket to an audience of 
 ten thousand each successive week. 

 The hottest contest ever witnessed in this county between 
 Republicans has closed, and to every Republican who has not 
 stepped outside of the pale of honorable warfare, I here and now 
 extend the hand of friendship and challenge each and every one to 
 surpass me if he can in working night and day for the success of 
 the entire ticket. 

 And now to those who have manfully stood up for Champaign 
 county in this contest and who, without remuneration or hope of 
 reward, have labored for my success and the pride of our county, I 
 extend my heartfelt thanks. Though defeated now, be not cast 
 down, for as sure as the Lord lives, and he surely does, your just 
 demands will in time be conceded. Let none be more loyal than 
 you to the decision of our party tribunals. Let us join hands with 
 all good and true Republicans in the contest that is to come, and 
 form a resistless phalanx that shall carry dismay into the ranks of 
 the common enemy.  49 

 Mathews’ speech was interrupted several times by applause, “some of it 
 came from those who were opposed to his nomination.”  50 

 As for Clark, 

 It was reported that Mr. Clark, of Coles county, who was Mr. 
 Cannon’s opponent, takes his defeat as a good Republican should, 
 and declares that he is ready for hard work for the grand old 
 party.  51 

 The Republican Congressional Nominating Convention for the Fifteenth 
 District convened in the Vermilion County Circuit Court room on April 9, 
 1884.  52  Cannon was not present, being in Washington  City attending 

 52  It was several �loors above the Cannon’s Second National Bank on the ground 
 �loor of the courthouse. 

 51  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , March 29, 1884. 
 50  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , March 27, 1884. 
 49  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , March 28, 1884. 
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 Congress. Cannon was nominated by acclimation after being presented 
 to the convention by F. M. Wright of Champaign.  53  Even  though the 
 Democrats would not nominate their candidate to oppose Cannon until 
 early September, the Republican’s view of the importance of the 
 soldiers’ vote in the coming election is evidenced in the resolution 
 adopted at the Convention. 

 Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention that we recognize 
 the right of our soldier friends and would urge our representative 
 in Congress to use his in�luence to help pass the revised pension 
 bills as recommended by the committee of the G. A. R. to this 
 committee in the House of Representatives as a just and deserved 
 claim. 

 That this convention heartily endorses the course of Hon. J. G. 
 Cannon in Congress; and especially commend his efforts in 
 facilitating the pensioning of disabled Union soldiers. 

 That the delegates and alternates to the Republican National 
 Convention from this Fifteenth Congressional District, be 
 instructed to use their in�luence and all honorable means to 
 secure the nomination of Senator John A. Logan for the Presidency 
 of the United States. 

 That this convention endorses the Republican National platform 
 of 1880; and 

 We ask that the National Republican platform of 1884 shall 
 declare in favor of securing to all citizens of the United States full 
 political and civil rights. 

 53  Francis (Frank) Marion Wright would be nominated and con�irmed as the United 
 States District Court Judge, sitting in Danville, in the newly created Eastern District 
 Court of Illinois in 1905. In Wright’s nominating speech, he noted Cannon was not 
 a soldier but “has been the active, laborious and successful friend of the soldier, 
 and he will continue to be so. He is a man who has acquired so much experience by 
 long service, that he will serve us better than any inexperienced man who can 
 possibly be elected.” Danville 	Daily	News	 , April 10,  1884. 
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 Perhaps as a reminder to the Champaign delegates of their folly in 
 opposing Cannon, L. S. Wilcox (of the internal revenue collector’s 
 matter) was selected as a delegate for the national Republican 
 convention that summer.  54 

 It did not take long for the Democratic press to come out swing. The 
 Paris 	Times	 opined 

 As predicted in the columns of this paper three months ago, 
 Joseph Graballhecan Cannon was, on Wednesday, unanimously 
 nominated as the republican candidate for congress in this 
 district.  55 

 Judge Clark landed on his feet. He received the Republican nomination 
 for State Senator. The Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 noted 

 The Judge made a good �ight four years ago, and downed that 
 famous straddle Mal. Jones [whose congressional campaign in 
 1878 was managed by Phocion Howard and whom Cannon 
 defeated for Congress in 1878]. He represented his district with 
 honor to himself and his constituents. If the people elect Judge 
 Clark they will have a representative that is capable of working 
 successfully for their interest. . . .His voice would be heard on the 
 right side of all important questions.  56 

 It would be �ive months before the Democrats in the Fifteenth 
 Congressional District selected their candidate to oppose Cannon. 
 Ultimately, General Black would accept the congressional nomination in 
 September, but before that happened the General enjoyed a lot of 
 politicking unrelated to his upcoming congressional campaign. 

	BROTHER	BILL	CANNON	RUNS		FOR		OFFICE	

 With Cannon in Washington City, and the “little wind storm” now blown 
 over, the congressional campaign left the spotlight of coverage in the 
 district’s newspapers. But Joseph was not the only Cannon seeking 

 56  April 25, 1884. 
 55  Danville 	Daily	News,	 April 16, 1884. 
 54  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , April 9, 1884. 

 31 



 political of�ice in the spring of 1884. Younger brother William P. Cannon, 
	inter	alia	 , President of the Second National Bank  of Danville, announced 
 his candidacy for Alderman in Danville, Third Ward. The Danville 	Daily	
	News	 observed 

 [i]t is not necessary for us to state that if elected he will make an 
 excellent guardian of the interests of his constituents-every voter 
 in the ward knows that such would be the case. Mr. Cannon is a 
 representative citizen in the highest sense of the word.  57 

 Cannon resided on the northwest corner of the intersection of Williams 
 and Vermilion streets, a half block to the north of Brother Joe. Three 
 candidates sought the job: Cannon, L. M. Moore, and R. W. Gillett. On 
 April 16  th  , the Danville 	Daily	News	 reported Moore  had 139 votes, 
 Cannon 120, and Gillett 73. Lindley M. Moore, a partner with John F. 
 McCoy, was a contractor and builder, whose home was two lots south of 
 Fairchild on the west side of Vermilion street. Gillett was a physician. 

 57  March 25, 1884. 
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	THE	INTEREIM	BEFORE	THE	NATIONAL	CONVENTIONS-APRIL	TO	
	JULY	1884	

 In 1884, there were four men of Danville, Illinois, who enjoyed national 
 political reputations and operated on the national level. The �irst, of 
 course, was Cannon, but it is arguable that newspaperman and political 
 reporter Phocion Howard was better known throughout the land. Jesse 
 Harper had started out as a Republican but became a national leader of 
 the Greenback party by traveling throughout America, making speeches 
 on its behalf. Last, but not least, was John Charles Black. By the 
 beginning of fall 1884, Black would be known as one of the men who 
 facilitated the nomination of Democrat Grover Cleveland for President 
 and who declined the Democratic nomination for Vice President. 

 Cannon remained in Washington City with the �irst session of the 
 Forty-eighth Congress. He paid a brief visit with his family on his way to 
 the Republican National Convention in Chicago in the beginning of June, 
 and did not return to the Danville and the district until the middle of 
 July. But even then the Democrats had not yet nominated a candidate to 
 oppose him, so he went about the district, not formally but still 
 substantively campaigning until his Democratic opponent was selected. 

	PHOCION	HOWARD	 . Phocion Howard �irst appeared in Cannon’s 
 political life as the campaign manager for Malden Jones in the 1878 
 canvass. Prior to that time, he had developed a national reputation as a 
 bohemian reporter, whose name on a column was sure to attract readers 
 because of his wit and style. Shortly after the 1878  congressional 
 canvass, Howard removed with his family to Danville permanently until 
 his death in 1893. It was in Danville that 	Tribune	 columnist Eugene Field 
 made Phocion famous for his farming activities at Barataria. During his 
 residency in Danville, he also became a community leader in its 
 economic development. In 1883, Phocion had been elected to a one-year 
 term on the Vermilion County Board of Supervisors. In 1884 he decided 
 not to run again for the Board and instead ran and won election to a 
 school board in Vermilion County.  58 

 58  The Decatur 	Herald	 reported this, describing Phocion  as “irrepressible.” April 24, 
 1884. 
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 As a Democratic newspaper correspondent, writing for several State 
 newspapers, Phocion would go wherever the political action was in the 
 State, as well as places not so active, and report on the political activities 
 of the principal political parties and their leaders in Illinois. An example 
 of this appeared in the Rock Island 	Argus.	

 Phocion Howard, the great newspaper correspondent, was in our 
 city this morning, enroute to Peoria to attend the democratic state 
 central committee meeting. Phocion is now attached to the 
 Chicago Inter Ocean, although he is an old line democrat, and he is 
 busy writing up the different congressional districts. He assured 
 us that he has been all over Fulton county and that Johnny Gray 
 does not want to go to congress. The end and aim of Phocion’s 
 ambition at present is to kill the dogma of free trade. ‘The 
 democratic party must cut loose from it, me boy,’ said he, ‘or they 
 are gone. All the manufacturers, all the wealth and intelligence in 
 the country is on the other side, and the democracy cannot afford 
 to disregard the sight of the times. The people want protection, 
 and they are going to have it.  59 

 The Decatur 	Herald	 also took the opportunity to poke  some fun at 
 Phocion’s roving reporting style. 

 The State Republican committee members have gone home, but 
 Col. Phocion Howard lingers behind to not with eagle eye from 
 this point the result of the committee’s action upon the country at 
 large. . . .it is understood that in the matter of the Presidency he is 
 in favor of Logan with a leaning toward Blaine, while his 
 preference is for [Illinois Congressman] Morrison, and McDonald 
 is his second choice �irst, last and all the time. But Phocion has not 
 been as talkative since he went down to Washington to serves as 
 [Illinois Democratic Congressman] Bill Springer’s committee clerk 
 and got left. 

 The last sentence in this report is the only reference to the fact Phocion 
 had sought a congressional clerkship from Spring�ield’s Springer and 

 59  March 6, 1884. 
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 been disappointed. This may have played a role in Phocion’s  leaving the 
 Democratic party later in the year, 	infra	 . 

 In early April, Phocion spoke at a soldiers’ gathering in Spring�ield. 
 He could be very entertaining. 

 He kept the boys in good humor for some minutes. He rung in 
 ‘hard roads’ and closed with a song of his own composition.  60 

 After Phocion’s death in 1893, the 	Inland	printer	 asked its readers 

 An inquirer desires THE INLAND PRINTER to ask its readers if any 
 one can supply the complete words of the song entitled ‘Illinois,’ 
 which was composed and at times sung by Mr. Phocion Howard, of 
 happy memory, now deceased. Inquirer knows but a fragment of 
 the ballad, as follows: 

 ‘Way down upon the Wabash such land was never known- 
 If Adam had come over here he’d claim it for his own. 
 He’d sworn it was Eden he’d played in when a boy. 
 And straightway named it Paradise-the State of Illinois 

 Then bring your family westward, good health you will 
 enjoy 
 And you’ll �ind wealth and pleasure in the State of Illinois. 

 T’was here the Queen of Sheba came to Solomon of old, 
 With an ass load of pomegranates, sweet incense and �ine 
 gold 
 And when she viewed the country o’ver her heart was �illed 
 with joy. 
 She said she’d like to be a queen and reign in Illinois. 

 Then bring your family westward, bring all your girls and 
 boys 
 And you’ll cross the Shawnee ferry to the State of Illinois. 

 60 	Illinois	State	Journal	 (Spring�ield) April 3, 1884. 
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 In May Phocion ventured to Texas, where the Peach Springs, Arizona, 
	Champion	 observed 

 The ‘bravest man in the republic’ has just been heard from. 
 ‘Phocion’ Howard is wearing a plug hat in Texas.  61 

 In June, Phocion contributed the following to the Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 . It 
 demonstrates the prevailing feeling in the early summer of 1884 that 
 Cannon was the sure winner in the �ifteenth district. 

 Mayor Day, of Champaign, writes me [Phocion] that he has 
 declined to be a candidate for Congress against Congressman 
 Cannon, of the �ifteenth district, in favor of ex-representative 
 McKinlay, of Edgar. Past Sir Eminent Commander, K. T., Robert N. 
 McKinlay, of Paris, writes me that he will accept the nomination of 
 his democratic friends for congress in the �ifteenth district if they 
 will hold the convention not earlier than the 1  st  of October prox. 
 The Past S. E. C. K. T. X. Y. Z. High Cockaloram Grand Mogul 
 McKinlay, evidently does not want the hungry horde of democratic 
 strikers to have a very long pull at his little keg. How would it suit 
 the gentlemen with the alphabet annex to hold the convention on 
 the �ifth of November instead of the �irst of October. It is only 34 
 days later and would probably be a �ine stroke of economy and 
 result about the same.  62 

 A similar feeling appeared in a 	Herald	 article published  at the end of 
 June,  63  but this article also revealed what the ultimate  Democratic 
 candidate was doing politically as June merged into July. 

 We have been asked something less than a thousand times, ‘who 
 will run for congress against Mr. Cannon?’ We are not in the 
 con�idence of the democratic bosses and do not speak by the card, 
 but we know a great many things by intuition. If the state 
 convention should not send a bolt of double-geared lightening 
 down Charley Black’s little rod, he will be a candidate for 
 congress, unless the national convention should get acquainted 

 63  June 25, 1884, as republished in the 	Herald	 on October  8, 1884. 
 62  Champaign County 	Herald,	 June 4, 1884. 
 61  May 17, 1884. 
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 with ‘Phocion’ Howard and take his advice and nominate Black for 
 vice-president. Black would rather be beaten by Logan [potential 
 Republican Presidential candidate] or Oglesby [Republican 
 candidate for Governor] than by Cannon; the wound would be 
 deeper and of more magni�icent proportions; he would prefer that 
 Dick should carry his scalp than his neighbor Joe. If God in an hour 
 of wrath should conclude to punish the country with a democratic 
 administration, Charley would stand nearer the throne. We know 
 that means defeat, no matter which he does, for this district 
 intends to keep a republican in congress, and ‘when the band 
 begins to play,’ us fellows who were knocked down and dragged 
 out during the late ‘unpleasantness’ and commanded to take a 
 back seat, will bear aloft the cheering motto, an ‘unscratched 
 ticket’ at the head of the procession. We are no George William 
 Curtis-Miss Nancy-now you see it-and now you don’t see 
 it-republicans. We are clean cut-dyed in the wool �ight it out on the 
 line-stalwart-stay in the ring-hit a head when you see 
 it-straight-outs; and don’t let any aspiring democrat forget it for a 
 holy minute. If there is any democratic prospective candidate that 
 expects to draw on us for consolation, we serve notice upon him 
 now that the draft will go to protest. There is nothing to your 
 credit in this bank. 

 We say this much in order that some poor, unsophisticated 
 democrat, as he sails his rickety boat upon the brackish brine of 
 that proverbial river, to whose lead waters so many Bourbon boats 
 have steered, may not shake his briny locks at us as he disappears 
 amid the windings of the mystic river. 

 On June 14  th  , the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 published  a column 
 suggesting Phocion was having problems with the Democratic party. 

 Phocion Howard has been interviewed since Tilden stepped aside 
 [in the Presidential race], and when asked what the Democrats 
 would do at Peoria [State Convention] and Chicago [national 
 convention], replied, ‘The Lord only knows.’ This sounds as though 
 Phocion was despondent. He says the Democrats should not 
 touch, taste or handle the tariff, for he believes it to be an unclean 
 thing. He says, ‘You can not make an Irish Nationalist a free trader, 
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 and the agitation of the subject in Congress lost us at the last 
 spring elections the Democratic cities of Spring�ield, Peoria, and 
 Danville, and lost us the manufacturing and business cities of 
 Bloomington, Decatur and Freeport, which we had almost 
 redeemed from Republicans. Look the situation square in the face: 
 What will the Democrat party amount to without the Irish vote of 
 our large cities?’ 

 What was going on with the tariff in the Democratic party? The Danville 
	Daily	News	 provided its readers a brief update. 

 CONFUSION IN THE CAMP 

 There is confusion in the Democratic camp on the tariff. There are 
 all sorts of resolves from the resolve of Vermilion county 
 Democracy, led by General JOHN C. BLACK, to the resolve of the 
 Ohio Democracy for a higher tariff on wool. Then there are all 
 sorts of efforts to carry water on both shoulders, of which the 
 resolutions of the Indiana Democracy is a fair specimen. 

 There must be an effort made to reduce this confusion to order in 
 the Chicago Convention. The country awaits with expectation the 
 result. 

 In the meantime the voters of this vicinity have the pointed 
 declaration of the Vermilion county Democrats that they are for 
 tariff for revenue only; that is the same old plank of 1880 which 
 was voted down by such a heavy majority; and the voters who 
 believe that America should be Americans, can prepare their 
 ballots to again vote down this English doctrine [a/k/a “free 
 trade”] applied to American politics.  64 

 The June 26,1884 Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , Republican  in its politics, 
 reported on the Vermilion County Democratic party’s convention 
 results. 

 64  June 27, 1884. 
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 Gen. Black, chairman of the committee on resolutions reported a 
 platform, a rehash of the Democratic platform of former years, 
 which are so familiar that we deem it unnecessary to give it space 
 and time. 

 After announcing the Democratic ticket and the selection of delegates 
 (and alternatives) to the various conventions. G. Wilse Tilton resolved 
 that 

 [w]e hereby instruct our representatives to the State Convention, 
 to be held at Peoria, July 2  nd  , 1884, to present as  a candidate for 
 Governor of the State of Illinois, the honorable name of General 
 Charles Black, of Vermilion County, Illinois. 

 It was adopted with cheers. The speeches then followed. 

 GENERAL J. C. Black addressed the convention. . .for a few 
 minutes, complimenting [it] for bringing together such 
 representation of the industries and professions, scored the 
 Republican party from a Democratic standpoint, and bitterly 
 opposed the educational bill of John A. Logan, characterizing it as 
 a vast political bureau, established for the advancement of the 
 Republican party, and especially John A. Logan. The General’s 
 remarks were frequently interrupted by cheers and other 
 demonstrations of approval. 

 JOE MANN made one of his characteristic speeches, pitching into 
 Blaine in regular New Jersey Democratic style, couched in the 
 most delicate and re�ined language-just as Joe is noted for all over 
 the State-attacking his religion, calling him a Presbyterian, 
 Unitarian and Catholic, introduced Mr. Blaine’s grandmother for a 
 funny part, and said many other things that perhaps he will wish 
 he had not said before the Ides of November. Mr. Mann also 
 alluded to certain bolters in the Republican party in 
 Massachusetts and the east, and said they were called dudes 
 because they did so, and said ‘they had more brains in the ends of 
 their little �ingers than the accusers have in their heads.’ This is 
 Joseph’s [Mann] opinion from a New Jersey standpoint. 
 Massachusetts and New Jersey are not far apart. 
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 The 	Daily		Commercia	 l then noted that the convention  had unfairly 
 “slaughtered” E. R. E. Kimbrough,  65  speculating it  was because of his 
 supporting the Harper bill (requiring state-wide high liquor licenses) 
 when he was a state representative in the General Assembly. 

 On the evening of the June 26  th  , the Young Men’s Republican  Club 
 formally opened the 1884 campaign with a speech by M. W. Mathews at 
 the Armory. Music was provided by the I.O.O.F. band and a glee club 
 consisting of Drs. Leseure and Gillett,, J. B. Samuel, and Charles Smith. 
 Mathews spoke for an hour. In the process, he praised President Arthur 
 “by his level head, kind and honest heart, great brain and wise, practical 
 statesmanship” who had guided America through the aftermath of 
 Gar�ield’s assassination. He characterized the Democratic party as one of 
 opposition and likened it to an Irishman who was washed ashore in a 
 strange land and asked a native 

 ‘Have yees a government?’, and being answered in the af�irmative 
 he replied: ‘Then I’m agin it.’ So the Democratic party is against 
 the Republican party on general principles. 

 Phocion’s long af�iliation with the Democratic party came to an end at 
 the close of June 1884, when he “burned his bridges”  66  at the end of the 
 Vermilion County Democratic Convention. 

 One day later, the Danville 	Daily	News	 reported, “It  seems PHOCION 
 regarded the late Democratic County Convention as �limsy.”  67  The next 
 day the Danville 	Daily	News	 reported, perhaps gleefully  within their 

 67  June 27, 1884. To put this rebuff in context, on May 7, 1884, the Danville 	Daily	
	News	 reported that E. R. E. Kimbrough, was prominently  mentioned as a candidate 
 for Lieutenant-Governor at the State Democratic Convention in July. “General Black 
 is among the number named to head the ticket for Governor.” See also the 
 wonderings of the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 on June  30, 1884, 	inter	alia	 , what 
 Kimbrough “thinks of the ‘shabby’ treatment and the conduct of Black, Mann and 
 Barton.”. 

 66  Danville 	Daily	News	 , June 27, 1884. 

 65  Kimbrough stated at the convention that “He had fought under the Democratic 
 banner when it was in the dust; it is now in the heavens, and we intend to keep it 
 there.”  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , June 26, 1884. 
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 editorial rooms, Phocion’s very public break with the Democrats. Before 
 reprinting his speech in its entirety, the 	News	 noted 

 We publish in this issue the philippic of Phocion Howard against 
 the present time-serving Democracy. He claims that he is an 
 old-time Bourbon Democrat, and that he has not left his party, but 
 his party has left him; that he cannot join the Republican party, 
 and hence he is an orphan. 

 PHOCION, with all his eccentricities, is a ready, accurate, witty and 
 eloquent man. INGERSOL, STOKES and WENDLING do not excel 
 him. The address which follows is as classic, as radiant with 
 brilliant sallies, as tart with withering wit, as any oration of equal 
 length delivered by either of the orators above-named. 

 The manner of its delivery was in keeping with the address. His 
 broad face smooth-shaven, his coat buttoned over his broad bust, 
 in perfect self-possession, he hurled his glittering lances from the 
 platform with force into the bosom of his old mother, the 
 Democratic party, encouraged by thunderous applause by the 
 audience. 

 Our people have often paid a dollar to hear a lecture not as good 
 as PHOCION’S. 

 PHOCION, why don’t you quit politics and the press and take the 
 lecture platform? 

 Under the headline 

	THE	SAGE	OF	BARATARIA	

	A	Classical	Address	Full	of	Facts	for	Free-Trade	
	Democrats-Phocion	Howard	Reads	General	Black,	Joseph	B.	
	Mann	and	Dr.	Barton	Out	of	the	Party	
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 the Danville 	Daily	News	 reprinted Phocion’s speech as it was given at the 
 Danville Armory  68  , �illed with citizens, after Hon.  M. H. Mathews [the 
 primary challenger to Cannon] gave his address to the Young Republican 
 Men’s Club. 

 FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS AND CITIZENS--- 

 Every public meeting in Athens was opened with a curse on 
 anyone who should not speak what he really thought. That Athens 
 which, founded by Theseus twelve hundred years before the birth 
 of our Savior-that Athens which gave laws and liberty to Greece 
 with varying fortune for more than a thousand years, and then fell 
 under the rule of Aristion the tyrant; so stand I here, invoking the 
 right and baring my brow to the curses of my countrymen, should 
 I fail in speaking what I believe to be the truth. 

 Aristotle tells us that Theseus was the �irst ruler who inclined 
 toward Democracy. He gave up regal power and settled the 
 commonwealth under the benign sway of perfect peace. The 
 Oracle at Delphi thus applauded him: ‘From royal stems thy honor, 
 Theseus, springs; By Jove beloved, the sire supreme kings. See 
 rising towns, see wide extended states; On thee dependent, ask 
 their future fates.” 

 Nor was it to the Athenians alone that he gave liberty. His 
 proclamations to all the world began, ‘Come hither, all ye people!’ 
 To know how perfect was that liberty, how happy and prosperous 
 its people, let the historian teach. 

 We know, now, that our fathers, in framing this great Republic, 
 modeled and shaped it after that of Athens, the Wonder City of the 
 World; hence, ‘these rising towns, these wide extended states.’ 

 For more than a thousand years, Athens �lourished. And yet, the 
 historian tells us, hardly had the infant commonwealth been 
 launched upon the sea of liberty than THE DEMAGOGUE WAS 
 FOUND reaching out for the helm. In Menestheus did Theseus �ind 

 68  It stood on the southeast corner of Harrison and Hazel streets in Danville. 
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 his demagogue, the �irst of man-kink that undertook his 
 eloquence, to ingratiate himself with the people and lead them 
 astray. 

 Hardly an hundred years has this free government of ours 
 buffeted the waves of prejudice, contended against the insidious 
 power of tyranny, and not only one but ten thousand Menestheus 
 demagogues are grasping for the helm of state. 

 That ancient democracy, comprising the substance of liberty and 
 equality-THE DEMOCRATIC THESEUS is now, here, in what we are 
 wont to eulogize as the model Republic of the world, nothing save 
 a synonym for spoils and monopoly. 

 As the Jew turns his face towards Jerusalem, as the Mohameian 
 [sic] turns his face toward Mecca, so does the latter-day Democrat 
 turn his face toward Washington; not with reverence, be it said, 
 but with the in�lamed eye of greed. But, thank heaven, his temple 
 was rent in twain, while the corpse of his last President hangs 
 suspended in mid air, denied by his indignant countrymen decent 
 sepulture. 

 The creed of the latter-day Democrat is comprised of two words: 
 Get of�ice. His confession of faith-What is of�ice? Answer: The 
 substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
 [Great laughter.] Solon, the great law-giver, summed up the duty of 
 citizenship by declaring that man infamous who stands neuter in 
 the time of sedition. Is not sedition abroad in the land today? Can 
 a good citizen stand neuter, or be indifferent, when he sees one 
 half of the Capitol at Washington under the control of men who for 
 four long and bloody years fought to raze it to the ground? And 
 who are these men? Democrats, Democrats every last one of them. 

 When the War of Rebellion closed, where did these rebels go? 

 Isham G. Harris, Governor of Tennessee, now a United States 
 Senator, Sterling Price, ex-Governor of Missouri, Macgruder to be 
 its next Governor, went to Mexico; Loring, of Massachusetts, a 
 graduate of West Point, but a Confederate General, went to Egypt; 
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 Benjamin, of Louisiana, a United States Senator, afterward in the 
 cabinet of Jefferson Davis, went  to England; John Surratt-hisses- 
 one of the conspirators who prompted Wilkes Booth to 
 assassinate Abraham Lincoln, went to Italy. And from all the south 
 such representative men went abroad, declaring that they would 
 never live in a country that �loated the American �lag. When did 
 they return? When their northern doughface allies held out the 
 hope that with a solid South and a divided North the good old days 
 of James Buchanan and Jefferson Davis, with all the spoils of of�ice, 
 would be returned to them. And so they are back from their 
 WEARY WANDERINGS among the cactus of Mexico, the lice of 
 Egypt, the lazzaroni of Italy-back again in Washington as Senators, 
 as Representatives, as of�ice-holders. These men, I say, are 
 Democrats, but what kind? To paraphrase a gifted American 
 orator, every man who hates his brother is such a Democrat-the 
 kind of Democrats who compose the Solid South and who make up 
 that vast crowd of Northern doughface allies. [Applause.] 

 In their greed for of�ice, in their proud posturing before the people 
 for power, they remind one of the story told by the historian 
 Lucian. A band of monkeys had been trained to wear clothes and 
 strut upon the stage in feeble imitation of performers. One day 
 when the monkeys were at their best a Roman wag threw a 
 handful of nuts upon the stage. Instantly each monkey forgot he 
 was half human, and began scrambling, monkey-like, for the nuts. 
 So it is with these fellows. No matter how learnedly they may talk, 
 no matter how eloquently they may decant upon liberty, only 
 throw some humble crumbs of of�icial patronage in the way, and 
 the cupidity of the old pro-slavery days o’ermasters them. 

 Recall, if you please, how often guided by the one ambition of 
 getting of�ice-has this party, chameleon-like, changed its 
 principles. Do you ever hear, now, of a Democrat orator talking 
 about the Monroe doctrine, of manifest destiny? Ever allude to the 
 resolutions of ’98? Ever of 54 degrees 40 minutes or �ight? Ever of 
 a distribution of the proceeds of the public lands? Ever of squatter 
 sovereignty? Ever of the Constitution, the Union, and the 
 enforcement of the laws? 
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 All there is of that party to-day is embraced in a scramble, monkey 
 like, for the nuts of of�ice, and an idiotic parrot-like cry of Free 
 trade. [Laughter] 

 FREE TRADE! When was the National Democratic party a free 
 trade party? Where do these latter-day leaders-these Horizontal 
 Bill Morrisons and Speaker Carlisles-get their notions of free trade 
 from? They say from the cry of the toiling millions from the 
 laboring man and the agriculturalists. I say No. They get it from 
 England, from the Cobden Club. Nor is free trade an English 
 thought. She stole it from a full-blooded negro, Toussant 
 L’Overture, of St. Domingo. In 1800, this black man instructed his 
 committee who were drafting for him a constitution: ‘Put it at the 
 head of the chapter on commerce that the ports of St. Domingo are 
 open to the world.’ That was 45 years before the English 
 Government under Sir Robert Peel ventured upon free trade. 
 [Applause] So, today, we �ind this once great National Democratic 
 party scudding along under the one bare pole of free trade and 
 that stolen from a negro! 

 But what will a Southern Democrat not do for of�ice? 

 If there were any merit in the proposition, which it has not, as a 
 Northern, loyal Democrat, I could not support it. Why? Because, 
 when this Nation was assailed by foes within, England was our foe 
 without. My English friend says No, I say Yes. Did she not confess 
 her guilty connivance with the Southern Confederacy and pay the 
 United States millions of dollars indemnity for damages in�licted 
 upon our commerce by rebel privateers? [Cheers] I am that much 
 of an Irishman that I hate England; I am that much of an American 
 that I will never favor a commercial proposition that will bene�it 
 England. Nor am I disposed to concede all, or one-half, or even any 
 part of this country to the men who made war upon us of the 
 North. 

 THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON is all well enough to point 
 a religious moral and adorn orthodox tale, but there is nowhere in 
 my Democratic pasture any fattened calf ready for this returning 
 prodigal. [Laughter.] I would not, like Caius Marius, lead these 
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 Jugurthas in chains up to the triumph; I would not, like �iendish 
 England, shoot these worse that Sepoy rebels from the mouths of 
 mortars; I would not, like the brigands of Italy, hold them for 
 ransom, as they are not worth ransom. But I would say to them: 
 Here are your brothers whom you have sinned against grievously. 
 Half the land is yours. Learn to work, a thing you never learned 
 before. Learn to let politics alone, a thing you never learned 
 before. We, loyal men of the North, saved this Union from your 
 fratricidal hands, and by the living God we’ll run it to suit 
 ourselves, not you! [Cheers.] 

 When I look back over the history of this Democratic party  I �ind 
 its every step marked by concessions to the South, from the 
 christening of Virginia as the Mother of Presidents to the election 
 of John G. Carlisle as speaker of the Federal House of 
 Representatives. Who is Carlisle, and who elected him? Who are 
 Morrison, Shaw, Neece, Worthington, Moniton, Riggs and 
 Townshend? Third rate politicians, northern doughfaces. Was 
 there no Northern Democrat congressman worthy the support of 
 these fellows, that so soon upon the rehabilitation of the rebels, 
 they were so ready to bow the pregnant hinges of the knee that 
 thrift might follow fawning? Where William M. Springer, who 
 stand nearer and dearer to the Democracy of the capital district 
 than ever stood Stephen A. Douglas-for Mr. Springer has been 
 elected and re-elected six times in succession? 

 Citizens, sedition is abroad in the land. The Republican party is 
 not pure. It needs reformation. But can these men who profess to 
 be Democrats reform it? No, a thousand times No! The George 
 William Curtis dudes can’t reform it; the nasty, Northern 
 doughface William B. Morrison cannot reform it! The people alone 
 are sovereign. They can, they will, reform this government. It is 
 too great, too prosperous, too happy to be destroyed by any party. 
 [Applause.] 

	JESSE	HARPER	 Harper’s role in the 1884 Fifteenth Congressional 
 District election was marginal since he concentrated on the national 
 efforts of the Greenback party and its presidential candidate, Benjamin 
 Butler. 
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 In early May, the Illinois Central Committee of the Greenback party held 
 its meeting in Bloomington, and “Colonel Jesse Harper, of Danville, 
 among others, was named as a delegate to the party’s National 
 convention in Indianapolis.” 

 The State Committee are almost unanimously for B. F. Butler for 
 the head of the ticket. It is announced that Butler will deliver the 
 Fourth of July oration at this place. 

 Danville, as the home of Harper, enjoyed a speech by General J. B Weaver 
 on the evening of May 23, 1884. 

 This gentleman, so prominently known throughout the United 
 States as the great greenback champion and expounder, and at one 
 time the presidential nominee of that party, spoke in this city last 
 evening at Lincoln Opera House. The house was comfortably �illed 
 by some of our best citizens, the Republican, Democratic and 
 National [Greenback] parties being about equally represented. 
 The meeting was presided over by our fellow townsman, H. A. 
 Coffeen. 

 Gen. Weaver is a man that will attract attention at all times, being 
 a large, �ine-looking middle-aged man, of splendid physique and 
 robust health. He has a strong and �lexible voice, and his manner 
 of addressing an audience is calculated to win the close attention 
 of his hearers. . .His address was somewhat over an hour in length, 
 and in this time the speaker, from a Greenback standpoint, 
 smashed monopolies of all kinds, gave the bondholders and 
 national bank men a severe drubbing, explained the modus 
 operandi of establishing national banks, made a strong appeal to 
 the working men throughout the country to af�iliate with the 
 Greenback or National party, etc. . . .  69 

 H. A. Coffeen joined Harper at the Greenback convention in Indianapolis 
 at the end of May.  70  Coffeen, after the convention,  returned to Danville, 
 and as the Danville 	Daily	News	 reported 

 70  Danville 	Daily	News	 , May 28, 1884. 
 69  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , May 24, 1884. 
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 MR. H. A. COFFEEN. . .is a well known [political] jobber in small 
 political parties. He came into the temperance convention, 
 yesterday, and made it a bid to join with the greenback 
 anti-monopoly-woman suffrage-Democratic party on a common 
 platform, irrespective of party technicalities, to defeat JOE 
 CANNON for Congress.  71 

 The adopted colors of the Greenback party for 1884, as evidenced by a 
 badge seen on the streets of Danville, was red, white and green.  72 

 On June 19  th  , the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 identi�ied  Phocion and 
 Harper as “Birds of a Feather.” It took the opportunity to poke some fun 
 at both men. It must be recalled that Harper’s principal lectures when 
 political season was no longer upon him was Temperance, and his 
 abandonment of the Greenback party was not likely. 

 The Bloomington Bulletin informed that Hon. Jesse Harper and 
 Col. Phocion Howard will attend the Prohibition State convention 
 which meets in that city today, and that they will attend as 
 delegates. Mr. Harper was voted for in the Greenbackers’ national 
 convention as a candidate for President, but General Butler 
 defeated him. We presume that, soured by this action of his 
 Greenback friends, Mr. Harper at once took to the Prohibition 
 party and that he will now become the leader of that little but true 
 body of good men and true women. The presence of Col. Howard 
 in the convention cannot be explained by soreheadedness but by 
 pure cussedness. Phocion is a member of all parties, and will pass 
 from the prohibitionists by the next convention that meets 
 anywhere for any purpose. 

 Harper left Danville at the end of June for Independence, Kansas, to 
 deliver a Fourth of July oration. He was also going to speak at Mexico, 
 Mo., Kansas City, and Topeka locations in the interim.  73  Harper spoke 

 73  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , June 27/28. 1884. 
 72  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , May 31, 1884. 
 71  June 10, 1884. 
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 before ten thousand people at Independence, and left there for Chicago 
 “to assist the Butler boom.”  74 

	The	National	Conventions	

 Both conventions were in Chicago at the Exposition Building. 

 A picture of the hall and diagram of the convention �loor for the 
 Republican convention appeared in the Danville 	Daily		News	 on May 29, 
 1884. It is presumed it remained in the same con�iguration for the 
 Democrats one month later. 

 74  Danville 	Daily	Commercia	 l, July 7, 1884. 
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	Republican	National	Convention-Chicago-June	3	to	6,	1884	

 Cannon, as Chairman of the House Republican caucus, helped by the fact 
 he was the ranking Republican congressman from Illinois, received a 
 formal leave of absence from the House for ten days to attend the 
 Republican convention in Chicago. He passed through Danville, visiting 
 his family on Sunday, June 1  st  , before heading to  Chicago.  75  When he 
 arrived in Chicago, he con�irmed that he was for Illinois Senator John 
 “Logan tooth and toe-nail.  76  The Champaign County 	Herald	 reported 
 this as well, and complained that it, as a newspaper, was not known well 
 enough to get a convention press pass, but felt better when 

 we met Postmaster Jewell, of the Danville 	News	 , and  learned he 
 would have to work bulletin boards and telegraph his paper as if 
 he were one of the favored ones. We promised Jewell not to give it 
 away; so I trust our readers will say nothing about it. Frank 
 Robeson cornered Congressman Cannon this afternoon and told 
 him how everybody was for Blaine in his district and advised him 
 to act accordingly if he had any in�luence over Wilcox and Eckhart. 
 We could not tell from the cast iron expression on his face 
 whether he would take his word for it or not.  77 

 It appears the Illinois delegation stuck with Logan, but when President 
 Arthur received 275 votes, Blaine 375, and Logan 60 on the third ballot, 
 Logan telegraphed the Illinois delegation and instructed it to vote for 
 Blaine. Blaine received the nomination with 414 votes, and the 
 convention went wild, making it unanimous.  78  Logan  joined Blaine on 
 the ticket for Vice President. 

 Cannon was back in Washington City on June 10  th  .  79 

 The reaction in Danville was a “Glorious Jolli�ication.” 

 79 	Washington	Post	 , June 10, 1884. 
 78  Danville 	Daily	News	 , June 6, 1884. 
 77  June 4, 1884. 
 76  Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 , June 3, 1884. 
 75  Danville 	Daily	Commerci	 al, June 2, 1884. 
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 When Blaine reached 414, two large �lags were thrown to the 
 breeze from our windows, and a shout went up all along Main 
 street that could almost be heard from Maine to California. 
 Immediate preparations were made for an enthusiastic 
 jolli�ication. About 8 o’clock a bon�ire of indescribable dimensions 
 was started on the public square, the Odd Fellows’ band enlivened 
 the occasion with the choicest music, a section of Battery A �ired 
 forty rounds, the electric lamps were lighted, the tower was hung 
 with tro[i]-colored Chinese lanterns, sky rockets �litted through 
 the air, and �ire-crackers, large and small, were bursted [sic] on 
 every hand, and the wildest enthusiasm prevailed. Fully three 
 thousand people assembled about the bon-�ire and shout after 
 shout went up for Blaine and Logan. Speeches appropriate to the 
 occasion were made by W. R. Lawrence, C. M. Swallow, F. 
 Bookwalter, H. B. Blackburn [Gen. Black’s law partner], E. E. 
 Boudinot, and H. W. Beckwith. G. F. Tincher acted as master of 
 ceremonies. . . .  80 

	Democratic	National	Convention-Chicago,	Illinois-July	8	to	11,	1884	

 The Illinois Democrats held their State convention (1,400 delegates, 
 largest in State history) at Peoria at the end of June. Gen. Black, with 
 Illinois congressman W. R. Morrison, John Palmer, and Lambert Tree 
 were selected as delegates at large to the National Democratic 
 Convention.  81  Black’s early efforts to obtain the nomination  for governor 
 ran into the machine of Chicago Mayor Carter Harrison, and when Black 
 arrived at the Convention he announced,  “he was not a candidate for 
 Governor, but coveted the honor of being a delegate-at-large.” The 
 Chicago 	Tribune	 noted that it was all but settled  that Black would 
 receive that honor, and he did.  82  Black nominated  Harrison for Governor 
 and he was approved by acclimation. 

 The Illinois delegation stayed at the Palmer House in Chicago, which also 
 served as the party’s headquarters. General Black, with several other 

 82  July 2, 1884. 
 81  Moline 	Review-Dispatch	 , July 11, 1884. 
 80  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , June 7, 1884. 
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 prominent Democrats, had headquarters for themselves. Black’s was in 
 room 637.  83 

 Danville’s delegate to the convention was J. B. Mann, with Mayor William 
 A. Day of Champaign.  84  The Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 quoted Phocion 
 Howard in sizing up these two delegates. 

 “The �ifteenth district sends J. B. Mann, of Danville, a crazy 
 free-trader, and William A. Day, of Champaign, a prohibitionist.” 
 We are glad to hear that our mayor has a better reputation as a 
 temperance man away from home than he has here.  85 

 On July 9  th  , the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 noted 

 A. C. Daniel, H. S. Forbes and E. R. E.  Kimbrough were added to the 
 Democratic hosts in Chicago today. 

 Phocion Howard also went to Chicago to cover the convention.  86 

 There were a number of candidates for the nomination, and Gen. Black, 
 early in 1884, made it clear he supported Senator Joseph McDonald of 
 Indiana. Another Indianan, former Governor Thomas A. Hendricks (who 
 had been the Vice Presidential candidate with Tilden in the 1876 
 election, but was in poor health in 1884), and New York Governor 
 Grover Cleveland, were perceived as the leaders in the group. 

 When the convention opened, the McDonald supporters appeared to 
 wane. McDonald had a room at the Palmer House, and observers 
 thought 

 McDonald’s friends are not more active, and people say they are as 
 though the nomination was going to seek their candidate. Their 
 attitude so far has been in strange contrast to the energy and 
 activity of the Cleveland. . .men. The two chief backers of 
 McDonald are Henry Watterson and Gen. J. C. Black, and they are 

 86  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , July 5, 1884. 
 85  July 7, 1884. 
 84  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , July 3, 1884. 
 83  Chicago 	Tribune	 , July 1, 1884. 
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 making themselves felt among the Southern and Western 
 delegates who are coming into the city. All hands agree that when 
 Senator Voorhees [McDonald’s fellow Indiana Senator] arrives an 
 aggressive campaign will be started and with fair prospects of 
 success, in view of the increasing bitterness  87  of the contest in 
 process in New York. 

 Anticipating a celebration in Chicago on the evening after the 
 nomination, the National Veteran’s Association organized a parade that 
 would end at the Exposition Hall. It was expected Gen. Black would join 
 other generals in making a speech.  88 

 The story of the convention may be found elsewhere, but Gen. Black’s 
 role in securing Cleveland’s nomination played a material role in Black’s 
 life upon the inauguration of Cleveland on March 4, 1884. 

 Black played a leadership role in the Illinois delegation. As a McDonald 
 supporter, he had the opportunity, at the request of fellow Illinois 
 delegate Joe Mann, to be allowed to second the nomination of McDonald 
 for President. Black’s speech may be found in the 	Of�icial	Proceedings	of	
	the	Democratic	National	Convention,	1884.		89	  In Danville,  the Republican 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 noted 

 GENERAL BLACK made an eloquent speech in seconding the 
 nomination of McDONALD. But water and eloquence are not 
 saving powers in the Democratic party.  90 

 It was on the third day that Black would rise to Cleveland’s thankful 
 eyes. Before that, however, Joe Man would raise a point of order on a 
 resolution thanking Tilden and Hendricks for their sacri�ice in 1876 due 
 to the “fraud, force, and violence” that deprived them of the of�ices 
 conferred upon them. . .in 1876”  91  , but it was overruled.  92  As the voting 

 92 	Of�icial	Proceedings	of	the	Democratic	National	Convention,		1884,	 page 188. 
 91 	Of�icial	Proceedings	of	the	Democratic	National	Convention,		1884,	 page 187 	.	
 90  July 11, 1884. 
 89  Page 104.It may also be found in the July 10, 1884 Chicago 	Tribune	 . 
 88  Chicago 	Tribune	 , July 8, 1884. 

 87  Chicago 	Tribune,	 July 6, 1884. This was the Tammany  Hall feud mentioned by 
 Nevins, 	supra.	
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 began on the nominations of Cleveland or Hendricks, 	the	Indianapolis	
	News	 summarized the action. 

 When, on the second ballot, Illinois was called, yesterday morning, 
 Gen. Palmer began the announcement of the vote by stating: 
 ‘Hendricks, one vote.” When Reading-Clerk Bell repeated this 
 announcement and stopped for further indication from Gen. 
 Palmer, shouters mistook the Illinois vote for the arranged signal, 
 and started the great demonstration, during which the chairman 
 of Indiana delegation announced the change of Indiana’s thirty 
 votes from McDonald to Hendricks. Gen. Black, the original 
 McDonald man in the Illinois delegation, got angry when he heard 
 that McDonald was to be dropped. The vote of Illinois was not yet 
 announced, and he saw the opportunity to check the Hendricks 
 boom at its very conception. He urged the men whom he had won 
 over to McDonald to go back to Cleveland, and this enabled him to 
 announce 38 votes for Cleveland where only 34 were expected, 
 and in that way to turn the tide. This sudden and fatal check to the 
 Hendricks boom would not have been possible had it started, as 
 proposed, on the vote of Indiana . . . .  93 

 With the nomination of Cleveland, who would become the party’s Vice 
 Presidential candidate came front and center. A. O. Bacon,  94  an at-large 
 delegate from Georgia, nominated General Black for the Vice 
 Presidential nomination: 

 I am commissioned by the Delegation from the State of Georgia to 
 present the name of a man who has been eminent in war, and who 
 is no less eminent and worthy in peace. He . . .belongs not to the 
 past. Those of us who belong to the present generation are looking 
 to the future. We wish that the dead past with its bitter memories 

 94  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus_Octavius_Bacon 

 93  July 14, 1884. The Hagerstown 	Exponent	 described  Black at this moment: ‘The 
 intoxication of excitement over the name of Hendricks gradually reeled away and 
 ceased to vex the air. Then Gen. Black’s voice announced, with icy calmness, that 
 Illinois cast 38 votes for Grover Cleveland.. . . .Slowly but surely [thereafter] the 
 Cleveland column advanced. . . .” July 16, 1884.In Allan Nevins magni�icent 
 biography of Cleveland, he describes the Illinois increase in votes for 	Cleveland	as	
	accomplished	by	an	“Illinois	delegate.’	 Grover Cleveland:  A Study in Courage, ISHI 
 Press, �irst published in 1932, at page 154. 

 56 



 shall be forgotten and that our faces may be set towards the 
 morning. As an ex-Confederate soldier, I am glad to say, has 
 receded so far in the past, and which, except in its glories, I hope 
 may be forgotten-in behalf of a State that comes here proposing to 
 give everything and to ask nothing-in behalf of a State which 
 recognizes in the whole galaxy of States but one rival in the grand 
 majority which we propose to give to the nominees of this 
 Convention, I have the honor to nominate for the position of 
 Vice-President the eminent citizen, the distinguished orator, the 
 gallant soldier, Gen. John C. Black of Illinois.  95 

 Black obtained the �loor and advised the Convention that he came as a 
 McDonald man, and as long as McDonald was a potential candidate for 
 national of�ice “I cannot appear in any sense to rival him for any 
 position, and therefor I respectfully decline.” This got Joe Mann to the 
 �loor: 

 Mr. Chairman: I realize to the fullest extent the peculiar position to 
 which my friend from Illinois is placed. He, like me, has come here 
 with no double tongue; he, like me, has come here to represent, in 
 behalf of the Democracy of Illinois, one of the grandest statesman 
 and the noblest men whom we have ever been called upon to 
 present to a Convention; and while that is true, I feel that I would 
 not be doing justice to this great man from Illinois, to the gallant 
 soldier who bears upon his person the evidences of his devotion 
 to the service of his country, if I allowed Illinois to be passed in the 
 call of the States without declaring that the declination which he 
 has made shall not be received by this Convention. I know the 
 gentleman from Illinois. Nobody knows him better. I have stood by 
 him while I have seen the surgeon operating upon his arm, taking 
 out the elbow joint, and yet he declaring, while that was being 
 done, that, notwithstanding he lost a joint, his whole body yet was 
 �irm and true for the Union and �irm and true for the Democracy. I 
 know my friend from Illinois. 

 At this point a delegate from Michigan raised a point of order, it was 
 overruled, and Mann continued. 

 95 	Of�icial	Proceedings	of	the	Democratic	National	Convention,		1884,	page	256.	
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 If there is anybody here who does not appreciate the fact that I am 
 from Illinois, allow me to introduce myself. Illinois has been called 
 in the roll of States, and I arise here in behalf of the sterling, 
 honest Democracy of Illinois to present the name to the 
 Convention of the most gallant son, without exception, which 
 Illinois posses today, General John Charles Black. [Cries of ‘Time,’] 
 No, there is no time. No question can be out of time when we 
 present to a Democratic Convention the name of a soldier honored 
 and honorable as the name of Gen. Black in the State of Illinois. I 
 speak to you, gentlemen, you Delegates of the Convention, in the 
 belief that you will honor yourselves, you will honor your ticket, 
 you will make it successful, when you incorporate his name as a 
 constituent part of it. 

 A few minutes later Bacon of Georgia obtained the �loor. 

 Mr. President and gentlemen, I desire to say that the nomination of 
 Gen. Black was made by me in behalf of this Delegation in the 
 utmost sincerity, and with the intention of pressing his name in 
 the vote; in spite of his declination we had intended to do so. In 
 view, however, of his repeated requests that his name should be 
 withdrawn, and in view of what seems to be the spontaneous 
 outburst of the Convention at the name of Thomas A. Hendricks, I 
 yield to the solicitations of the gentleman of this Delegation and 
 withdraw his name.  96 

 Let the Hagerstown, Indiana, 	Exponent	 describe the  end of the 
 Democratic Convention. 

 96 	Of�icial	Proceedings	of	the	Democratic	National		Convention,	1884,	 page 264. 
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 Back in Danville, 

 [t]he nomination of Cleveland for President fell like a wet blanket 
 on the Democracy in this city. Scarcely a Bourbon could be seen on 
 the street this afternoon, and not a shout of approbation rent their 
 air.  97 

 On July 15  th  , the Danville 	Daily	New	 s opined 

 The South came to the rescue in the Democratic Convention in 
 time to defeat HENDRICKS and nominate CLEVELAND. The South 
 yet wags the dog, and if the Democracy should succeed it will wag 
 both dog and tail. 

 On the 15  th  , the Danville 	Daily		News	 also reported  under the headline 
	NOT	A	COLORED	DELEGATE	

 There was not a colored delegate in the Democratic National 
 Convention, yet the Democrats claim the Solid South, where a 
 large majority of the colored people live. 

 Why should not the colored people have a few representatives in 
 the National Democratic Convention? Simply because the 
 Democracy do not believe the negroes �it for self government, and 
 have decided in advance that the South shall be solid for the 
 [Democracy] . . . . No need of having the colored people 
 represented when they are to be compelled to vote the Democratic 
 ticket or stay away from the polls. 

 It was just a matter of time before Vermilion County Democrats enjoyed 
 their jolli�ication of Cleveland. 

 The Democrats of our city held a meeting Saturday night for the 
 purpose of ratifying the nomination of Grover Cleveland and 
 Thomas Hendricks. . . . [After careful preparation] an immense 
 crowd gathered on the square at the time set for the meeting, 

 97  Danville 	Daily	Commerci	 al, July 11 and 14, 1884. 
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 although we must say in all candor that a very large portion were 
 Republicans. 

 The electric light tower was very tastefully decorated with 
 Chinese lanterns  98  , and two large pieces of canvass  completely 
 encircled the tower, having on them in large letters “Cleveland and 
 Reform,” and “Hendricks and Retribution.”  99  A wagon,  with a 
 platform erected upon it, decorated in an appropriate manner, 
 place in the southwest side of the square, was used as the 
 speakers’ stand. Seated on this platform was the Hon. Carter H. 
 Harrison, Gen. J. C. Black, Hon. J. H. Oberly, and Hon. Jos. B. Mann. 
 The windows of the Leader of�ice [the Democratic paper in the 
 city] were illuminated, and considerable bunting was displayed. 
 The Fairmount cornet band, employed by the delegation from 
 Fairmount, and Harry Osmus’ Vermilion cornet band furnished 
 the music. 

 Gen. Black, on opening the exercises of the evening, made a few 
 remarks, after which he introduced [Oberly] editor of the 
 Bloomington Bulletin, and also perpetual chairman of the 
 Democratic central committee.  100 

 After Oberly commented on the general Democratic principles and 
 highlights on Cleveland, Black introduced Carter Harrison, Democratic 
 candidate for Governor, as ‘the only good mayor Chicago ever had. . . .’ for 
 his comments. Harrison made a speci�ic pitch for the German and Irish 
 vote. The 	Daily	News	 critiqued Harrison’s speech as  self-centered, an 
 “eulogy upon himself and an apology for Cleveland’s mistakes in the two 
 short years in which he was governor of New York.” 

 Black and Mann made short speeches, neither of which was recorded by 
 the local papers. At a time when political jolli�ications were rousing, the 

 100  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , July 21, 1884. 

 99  Pictures of Cleveland and Hendricks on the sides of the speakers’ platform. 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 , July 21, 1884. 

 98  The crowd probably did not appreciate the irony that Black, in his seconding 
 McDonald’s nomination, touted his man for closing the borders to Chinese 
 immigration. 
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	Daily	News	 gave the evening a polite “kiss of death:” “As a quiet and 
 attentive political gathering, the rati�ication was a success.” 

	The	Presidential	Tickets	in	1884	

	Republican:	
	James	G.	Blaine,	Maine,	President	
	John	A.	Logan,	Illinois,	Vice	President	

	Democratic	
	Grover	Cleveland,	New	York,	President	
	Thomas	A.	Hendricks,	Indiana,	Vice	President	

	American	Prohibition	
	S.	C.	Pomeroy,	Kansas,	President	
	William	Daniels,	Maryland,	Vice	President	

	Greenback	Labor	
	Benjamin	F.	Butler,	Massachusetts,	President	
	A.	M.	West,	Mississippi,	Vice	President	

	Prohibition	Labor	
	John	P.	St.	John,	Kansas,	President	
	William	Daniels,	Maryland,	Vice	President	

	Anti-Monopoly	
	Benjamin	F.	Butler,	President	
	No	nominee	for	Vice	President	

	HOW	DID	THE	DANVILLE	REPUBLICAN	PAPERS	VIEW	THE	
	REPUBLICAN	PARTY	AND	ITS	TICKET	IN	1884	

 Under the headline 	A	FEW	QUESTIONS	FOR	AMERICA’S	STATEMEN,	
 the Danville 	Daily	News	 posed the following questions  to highlight the 
 principles of the Republican party. Guarantying the right to vote was 
 paramount for the Federal Government’s sovereign creators: its citizens 
 who exercise that sovereignty through their right to vote in a republic. 
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 Has the Government of the United States power to guarantee to its 
 citizens a free ballot? 

 Does that clause of the constitution which declares that the United 
 States shall guarantee to each State a republican form of 
 Government, confer power on the General Government to secure 
 for its citizens the right to vote as they please, and to protect them 
 from violence for exercise of that right by the punishment of those 
 who violate that right? 

 Does a republican form of Government mean one in which citizens 
 can be driven from the polls, shot down at the polls, whipped and 
 killed for voting their sentiments and killed for voting their 
 sentiments, and perpetrators of the deeds go unpunished? 

 Does a State have exclusive jurisdiction in deciding what a 
 republican form of government is? 

 Is not a republican form of Government one in which the 
 unalienable rights of its citizens are enforced by law? In a word, a 
 ‘Government of the people, for the people, by the people?’ 

 The answer to the above questions must be made speedily. Affairs 
 are approaching a crisis which will not allow them to be 
 overlooked, laughed down or trampled down. 

 There are a large number of newspapers and politicians who 
 declare that these are merely questions pressed by the 
 republicans to make votes, that all things are lovely in the old 
 Slave States, and, perfect freedom reigns there. 

 This was the tone of the Democratic press and politicians before 
 the war, they set down every fact about outrages against persons 
 and all expressions of treason, as Republican lies, manufactured 
 on purpose to make Republican votes. 

 This ‘you lie, you lie,’ was kept up until Sumpter [sic] was �ired 
 upon, then many of the loyal Democrats, who had been deceived 
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 by their press and leaders, found it necessary to take arms and aid 
 to put down the rebellion. But during all the bloody rebellion 
 there were Democratic papers who didn’t believe the South was 
 treasonable, didn’t believe that it was a rebellion, that it was a 
 LINCOLN lie, under cover of which Republicans had cruelly 
 inaugurated an abolition war. 

 And even in the very moment of victory; when SHERMAN was 
 marching through Georgia, when GRANT had his iron grip on the 
 throat of LEE, when victory was attending our arms at every point, 
 the Democratic party met in National convention and solemnly 
 declared the war a failure. 

 The Democratic party accepts no principle, believes no fact, makes 
 no declaration which it thinks will lose it, the support of the old 
 slaveholding element, or the present bulldozers, the Solid 
 South.  101 

 In August, the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 presented  the opinion of the 
 New York 	Tribune	  as to the nature of the Republican  party and its 
 national ticket. 

	A	TICKET	REPRESENTING	IDEAS	

 It is amazing to some friends that the ticket of the Republican 
 party is received with such extraordinary enthusiasm. Apparently 
 they have forgotten what the Republican party is. Any great party 
 that has life in it is roused to enthusiasm and effort beyond 
 measure when it has a ticket which represents its strongest ties, 
 its greatest works and its noblest hopes. 

 Five ideas have made the Republican party the grandest and most 
 powerful in our history. Freedom for All, National Equity, Equal 
 Rights, Honest Money and Protection for all have won every 
 Republican victory and inspired all the achievements of 
 twenty-four glorious years. Not one of them is dead. Slavery is 
 down, but the intent to have in some form a subject race and a 

 101  April 29, 1884. 
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 dominant white race still lives. The union has been saved, but the 
 question whether it shall be a Nation or a Confederacy is as 
 sharply contested and vital as ever. Just equality of rights has not 
 yet been secured. Honest payment of the public debt, and honest 
 money for all labor, are threatened every hour. Protection is 
 demand which today moves more hearts and more votes in this 
 country than any other. 

 Parties usually contain two elements which threaten their 
 dissolution. The creatures of sel�ish greed are of all grades. The 
 lowest cares only for the dollar or the drink; the highest is too 
 pure to support a ticket unless a cabinet place can be secured. But 
 the whole mercenary crew ever threatens to destroy any party 
 cursed by its support. Very different in character are the men of 
 isms. They have each a pet idea, and are ready with most 
 conscientious conviction to subordinate everything else to that, 
 whenever they can see a chance. Some worthy men who have free 
 trade on the brain, for instance, supported the Republican party 
 because they were loyal, or because they wanted honest money, or 
 for other reasons. But they were all the time prone to think that 
 ‘old issues were dead,’ and that now free trade could be pushed 
 with success. When a party makes a ticket to please these minor 
 elements, it is weak with the great majority of its voters. When it 
 names a ticket to �it the deepest convictions and strongest 
 purposed of the great body of voters, then it suddenly leaps into 
 new life, and displays startling vigor. 

 James G. Blaine and John A. Logan peculiarly represent the great 
 ideas of the Republican party. Blaine was one of the young men 
 whose hearts were �ired by the earlier songs of Freedom. Logan 
 was one of the heroes of the war for the Union. Both have labored 
 for years to secure equal rights. Both gave powerful aid in the long 
 struggle for honest payment of debt, specie resumption and 
 honest currency, for though General Logan leaned at times toward 
 Western views, his votes will be found recorded for the vital 
 measures of Republican policy. Both have been supporters of the 
 protective system and Mr. Blaine especially, because of his great 
 power as Speaker in the days when that system was consolidated 
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 and defended against the strongest assaults, has been recognized 
 as a mighty champion of faith. 

 To Republicans who believe in the great ideas of party, therefore, 
 this ticket appeals with irresistible power. It was not forced upon 
 the party by placemen or spoilsmen [sic]. It was not framed to 
 please the minority who long for British free trade. It does please 
 nine-tenths of the Republicans, because it represents their 
 deepest convictions, their most glorious achievements, and their 
 most ardent hopes.-N. Y. Tribune.  102 

 It was common in the Republican party of the 1880s to use the phrase 
 “Solid South” as a metaphor for the white supremacist, ex-Confederate, 
 Democratic dominant political party in the Southern States. But there 
 were some Blacks who had the courage to vote when allowed, and the 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 advised its readers on July 7,  1884, of the status of 
 such men. 

	SOLID	FOR	BLAINE	AND	LOGAN	

 Prof. R. T. Greener,  103  the well-known colored scholar,  has recently 
 made a tour of the Southern States, and speaks very encouragingly 
 of the mental, moral; and material improvements of the colored 
 people. He says they are a �ixture in the south, and that as time 
 moves they will gain and hold their political rights. 

 Being asked if there is any truth in the report that the colored 
 people are following the independent bolt he replied: 

 Nothing could be more absurd. The leading colored men of the 
 South will support the Republican national ticket. General Logan 
 always their second choice. Mr. Deney, a colored Republican of 
 North Carolina, seconded Logan’s nomination at Chicago in an 
 eloquent speech. Naturally they were for Arthur at �irst, but 
 having done their duty to him, and shown that they were not mere 
 political vines, they are now solid for the whole ticket. Bolts, 
 kicking and independent movements do not affect them, and I am 

 103  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Theodore_Greener 
 102  August 1, 1884. 
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 glad of it. They know what the Republican part stands for, and 
 they are unanimous in its support. Our people respect Mr. Curtis 
 for his anti-slavery service, but they cannot follow his political 
 lead. The colored people of the South will vote for Blaine and 
 Logan, because they are standard-bearers of the party-if they get a 
 chance to vote at all. They know that as no respectability of 
 candidates can ever make the Democratic party respectable, so no 
 criticism on Republican leaders can change the record of the 
 Republican party. Every colored man I talk with holds this view. 
 The negroes are much more practical politicians than the 
 Independents give them credit for. 

 ‘But there are some colored independents at the North it is said.’ 

 ‘Where? Not a handful; not a baker’s dozen [illegible] and 
 character in the United States. We have just enough of them to 
 prove our humanity and that all the [illegibile] are not con�ined to 
 the white race. We have representatives in the jails and asylums 
 [sic], and, of course, we must have some independents and fewer 
 Democrats. I believe our canvass ought to be pushed at the South. 
 If Mr. Blaine could speak at North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee 
 and Alabama, I think he would revolutionize those States. There is 
 great curiosity at the South to hear and see him. I know the 
 colored people and am sure they may be depended upon, �irst and 
 last, to support the Republican ticket. 

	ODDS	AND	ENDS	OF	POLITICAL	INTEREST	IN	VERMILION	
	COUNTY	DURING	THE	SPRING	AND	SUMMER	OF	1884	

 The Democratic newspaper in Danville, the 	Leader,	 in 1884, does not 
 survive,  104  but for two special editions published just  before the election 
 in November, and through comments made by the two Danville 
 Republican newspapers about the 	Leader’s	 positions  and opinions in 
 their editions during the fall campaign. 

 104  Also one column retained by Cannon in the 1884 scrapbook in the Joseph G. 
 Cannon Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Spring�ield, Illinois. 
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 At the end of June, a small item appeared in a number of district 
 newspapers that must have caught the eye of Cannon’s constituents. 

 Hon. J. G. Cannon is reported the richest man in Danville, and 
 perhaps in the county, has property being estimated in value from 
 $250,000 to $300,000. 

 There is no way from the extant records to con�irm this assertion, but it 
 was more than likely not true. Cannon was in fact wealthy, not because 
 of his congressional position, but became of the efforts of his brother 
 William, President of the Second National Bank of Danville (in which the 
 Cannon brothers held the principal interest). Cannon also held the 
 principal interest in the First National Bank of Tuscola. Joseph G. 
 English, co-founder and President of the First National Bank of Danville, 
 investor in several mining interests and business ventures, and a 
 member of the Board of Directors of the C. &. E. I. Railroad, more likely 
 than not had a worth in excess of Congressman Cannon at that time.  105 

 In June, a non-partisan club modeled on those established in 
 Bloomington, Decatur and Peoria was established in Danville. It’s object 
 was set forth as follows: 

 Whereas, In view of the present political campaign, and in the 
 absence of any general headquarters, we, the undersigned, 
 believing that there should be some one common headquarters 
 where our friends from abroad may be respectably and 
 courteously entertained while visiting our city, resolve that we 
 will pay the sum annexed to our names for the use of the two front 
 rooms in Cavanaugh’s block, Vermilion street, for such 
 headquarters during our campaign-the same to be used for 
 reading and conference rooms for the members of the Danville 
 Club. 

 The names of the members, as they appeared in the Danville 	Daily	
	Commercial	 , on June 14, 1884: 

 105  Decatur 	Daily	Republican	 , June 25, 1884. When English  died in 1910, the Danville 
	Press-Democrat	 noted that from the founding of the  First National Bank “English 
 became one of the city’s most prominent �inanciers and was interested in many 
 large enterprises.” January 18, 1910. 
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 In late spring, President Arthur nominated Coles County attorney James 
 A. Connally, who was serving as the U. S. Attorney for the Southern 
 District of Illinois, to the “vacant solicitorship of the Treasury.” Both 
 Illinois Senators Logan and Cullom had advised President Arthur he was 
 their choice. The Senate con�irmed him, but Connally did not want the 
 job. His Republican credentials were solid as evidenced by the fact he 
 had recently presided over the State Republican Convention in Peoria. 
 Connally traveled to Washington City to meet with the President to 
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 formally decline the appointment. His reasons were simple: “his present 
 salary of District Attorney, together with his private law practice, is 
 double that of Solicitor, and besides, he does not want to quit his 
 associations in the Prairie State for an uncertain period of residence in 
 Washington as an of�ice-holder. The Major has a wise head, which 
 politics has not upset.  106 

 Vermilion County had a contingent of Belgian immigrants thanks to the 
 initial recruitment of Belgian miners by Joseph and William Kirkland. 
 One day a reporter from the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 overheard a 
 conversation between two Belgians: 

 Two Belgians were having a little misunderstanding this forenoon, 
 while standing under our window. They were conducting their 
 conversation in their own language, when one of them said to the 
 other, ‘talk English, so everybody can understand what we are 
 saying.’ That’s right, gentlemen, always talk English, for it is the 
 language of the best and freest country the sun ever shown on, the 
 haven of rest to the oppressed of all classes and conditions. Yes, 
 talk plain English, and vote for Blaine and Logan, and you will 
 indeed be happy.  107 

 With the Democratic National Convention completed, Black returned to 
 Danville where the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 reported 

 Since General Black was laid upon the shelf by Carter Harrison’s 
 eagle, it is now pretty generally agreed that he is to sacri�ice 
 himself upon the alter of the 15  th  Congressional district 
 Democracy. . . .  108 

 Four days later, the 	Daily		Commercial	 pointed out  that the Bloomington 
	Bulletin	

 notes the probable candidacy of General Black in this district in 
 opposition to Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, and says if he can be induced 

 108  July8, 1884. 
 107  July 15, 1884. 
 106  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 and Danville 	Daily	News	 ,  May 3, 1884. 
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 to allow his name to be used in that connection, he will push Mr. 
 Cannon very hard. 

 The 	Daily	Commercial	 then opined 

 He will most likely push as hard as he can but the push will not 
 hurt much, nor will [it] crowd him anywhere near a corner. Mr. 
 Cannon has made too good a record in the National House of 
 Representatives to be pushed aside by such a man as General 
 Black.  109 

	The	Danville	Daily	 Commercial informed its readers  on July 3  rd 

 Danville is well supplied with an excellent quality of campaign 
 timber among her young attorneys. Among those most prominent 
 we list the following names, whose services will undoubtedly be 
 called during the pending canvass: W. J. Calhoun, F. Bookwalter, H. 
 P. Blackburn, B. E. Shawhan, J. D. Benedict, P. C. Cronkhite, Frank 
 Tincher, G. G. Mabin, Dewitt Frazier, J. G. Thompson and Mort 
 Thompson. 

	Who	Was	General	John	Charles	Black?		110	

 John Charles Black was born January 27, 1839, in Lexington, Mississippi. 
 Charles, as he chose to go by in his years of majority, was the son of 
 Pennsylvanians John Black (1809-1847) and Josephine L Culbertson 
 (1813-1887). Service in the ministry by the male Blacks went back 
 several generations, and John Charles’ father followed his father’s path 
 and became a Presbyterian minister, who practiced his ministry in the 
 South until a year prior to his death  111  . The marriage  produced four 
 siblings: John Charles (1839-1915), Mary Elizabeth Black Hart 
 (1841-1920), William Perkins Black (1842-1916) and Josephine LaRose 
 Black (1845-1863), the latter three born in Kentucky. Prior to his 

 111  He was Pastor at Fifth Presbyterian Church of Alleghany City, Pennsylvania. 
 Beckwith, Hiram, 	History	of	Vermilion	County	 , page  401 (1879) 

 110  Much of this section �irst appeared in Timothy O. Smith’s 	The	44		th	 	Congress	and	
	the	1876	Congressional	Campaign:	“Wheel	Horse”	Cannon	Begins	To	Show	His	
	Stuff-OCLC	1235971161	

 109  July 12, 1884. 
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 passing in 1847, Rev. Black “obtained a wide repute as a preacher of 
 unusual power, eloquence and fervor, and was made a Doctor of Divinity 
 when thirty-six years of age.”  112 

 When his father died, Charles’ mother removed herself and her children 
 to Danville, Illinois, where Charles received his early education in the 
 “common schools.” His mother married Dr. Fithian, and as a result 
 Charles grew up in the home of one of Vermilion County’s Founding 
 Fathers. Abraham Lincoln would stay from time to time at the Fithians 
 when his circuit riding brought him to Danville. The home still stands as 
 the Vermilion County Museum. 

 Charles entered Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana, as a freshman 
 in 1858. When Lincoln was elected in 1860, “Charly” wrote to his 
 Mother 

 And now comes the proudest moment of my letter writing 
 moments: I can and do set my hand to the statement that Lincoln 
 is Elected! The boys & especially the Illinoisans were wild with joy 
 & the halls resounded with glad cries and yells. I could not tell my 
 delight, Mother, in the proud consciousness that I have helped, 
 however feebly, to obtain the glorious result. Now can I speak my 
 satisfaction that I am from the “Eelinois”-Mother of the �irst 
 Republican president! I think the last hour of the revolution of ’76 
 has come & the result will soon be perfected. God guide & hold 
 Lincoln in his administration of affairs (I like to have added, We’ll 
 hold the Southerners). . . Charly  113 

 Black, who was at the end of his junior year, with his brother William 
 P.,  114  enlisted for a period of three months in Lew  Wallace’s Montgomery 
 Guards on April 13/14/15, 1861, the days after the attack on Fort 

 114  William would also become an attorney and would be described in 	The	Chicago	
	Legal	News,	 Volume 31, pages 67-74, (1898-1899), as  a “God-made orator; he is 
 logical, has an unusual �low of language and is one of the ablest speakers at the bar. 
 He stands in the front ranks of the legal profession.” He served as a defense 
 counsel for defendants in the Haymarket Riot Trials. 

 113 	Lincoln:	Twenty	Years	on	the	Eastern	Prairie	 , Donald  G. Richter, United Graphics, 
 Mattoon, Illinois (1999), page 270. 

 112  Hiram Beckwith, 	History	of	Vermilion	County	 , (1879),  page 401. 
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 Sumter.  115  Charles was made Sergeant-Major of Lew Wallace’s 11  th 

 Indiana Volunteers. The Black brothers fought with this regiment at the 
 battle at Romney, West Virginia. Upon their release, the brothers 
 returned to Danville, Illinois, and recruited Company “K” of the 37  th 

 Illinois Volunteer Infantry.  116  Upon the formal organization  of the 37  th  , 
 Charles was elected Major (August 15, 1861) and William commissioned 
 a Captain.  117  Charles was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel  on June 9, 
 1862, and to Colonel on November 20, 1862. He was promoted to Brevet 
 Brigadier General on March 13, 1865, and was released from active duty 
 on August 15, 1865. William was mustered out on September 29, 
 1864.  118 

 The brothers demonstrated extraordinary bravery and leadership 
 during the War. They served together through the War in the 37  th 

 Illinois, and both received the Congressional Medal of Honor for their 
 bravery during the con�lict.  119  Charles was wounded  twice during the 
 War. During the battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, on March 7, 1862, he 
 received a gunshot wound through an arm, with the second wound 
 received at the battle of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, on December 7, 
 1872.  120  William, too, was wounded at Pea Ridge, both  falling within �ive 
 minutes of each other, thirty yards apart.  121  President  Lincoln followed 
 their career and their wounding closely through the auspices of Ward 
 Hill Lamon. 

 121 	Recollections	of	Abraham	Lincoln,	1847-1865	 , Ward  Hill Lamon, ed. By Dorothy 
 Lamon, Chicago: A. C. McClurg and Company (1895), page 104. 

 120  Beckwith, 	supra	 , page 402. 
 119  One of �ive sets of brothers to accomplish this honor. 
 118  Illinois Databases of Illinois Veterans Index, 1775-1995. 

 117 	Memorials	of	Deceased	Companions	of	the	Commandery		of	the	State	of	Illinois,	
	Military	Order	of	the	Loyal	Legion	of	the	United	States,	 Chicago (1901-1923), page 
 263. 

 116  While there are numerous histories of the 37  th  , an  easily accessible one is in the 
 Chicago 	Tribune	 , June 22, 1866. 

 115  Approximately 75 miles directly east, Joseph G. Cannon, the newly elected state’s 
 attorney in the Illinois 27  th  Judicial Circuit, was  trying his �irst murder trial in 
 Urbana, Illinois. 
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 Upon his release from active duty, Charles  122  studied law in Chicago with 
 the �irm of Gookins and Roberts.  123  At some point in  1866 Black 
 returned to Danville to run for Congress against Republican (Radical) 
 incumbent H. P. H. Bromwell in the Seventh congressional district.  124  In 
 1866, the Seventh consisted of Macon, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas, 
 Moultrie, Coles, Cumberland, Edgar, Vermilion, Iroquois, and Ford 
 counties. 

 The campaign did produce an unusual act of cooperation between the 
 two candidates. It appears that these affairs were structured with each 
 man given an hour to make his points, and after each had their turn, the 
 other was given time to respond.  125 

 The Chicago 	Tribune	 , on September 17, 1866, stated  its views on Black 
 in an article recounting a speech given by Black in Chicago in 1863: 
 “Colonel Black is the [Andrew] Johnson candidate for Congress in the 
 Seventh.” 

 In a letter to the editor of the Chicago 	Tribune	 published  on October 4, 
 1866, “A SOLDIER” reported 

 The Seventh Congressional District is all right. H. P. H. Bromwell 
 will beat the renegade soldier, General Black, so badly that the 
 young man will scarcely ever be heard from again. He has fallen 
 into bad company, and has already begun to discover the sad fact, 
 and hence he hobbles on badly in the race. What a pity for himself, 
 that this young man of some promise, was, in an evil hour, induced 
 to sell out at such a low price. He was heretofore a Republican, and 
 you may know he makes an awkward  [sic] out �ighting a veteran 
 Republican with old Democratic arguments, such as abolition, 
 negro equality, sectionalism, &c. 

 125  Chicago 	Tribune	 , September 26, 1866 

 124  Charles was raised in the home of a high pro�ile, wealthy, close friend and client 
 of Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln knew the two Black brothers well, having watched 
 them grow up in Dr. Fithian’s household. 

 123  Admitted to practice law in Illinois in 1867. 

 122  Charles participated in the last battle of the war in Alabama at the assault on 
 Fort Blaknely. During that assault, 1890 successful challenger to Joseph Gurney 
 Cannon, Samuel T. Busey, of Urbana, fell, severely wounded. 
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 H. P. H. Bromwell defeated General Black, 17,410 to 13,352. 

 By 1868, Black had moved his practice from Danville to Champaign.  126  In 
 April 1868, Black attended the Illinois Democratic State Convention in 
 Spring�ield and was nominated by the Democrats to be a Presidential 
 Elector in the Seventh congressional district.  127  The  State ticket that year 
 was led by Sullivan, Illinois’ John Eden (for Governor). During the 1868 
 campaign, Black appeared in Macon County to make a speech for the 
 Democratic ticket, and the Decatur 	Weekly	Republican	 noted 

 Charles Black, the other speaker, has been a good soldier and is a 
 man of fair ability. Deceived, however, by the promise of of�ice 
 from the democrats he deserted the republican ranks, and has 
 waded so far into the �ilthy sough of copperheadism that he 
 cannot retrace his steps. He is an object of pity if not contempt.  128 

 In June 1872, the Danville 	Times	 �loated Black’s name  as a candidate for 
 Congress to oppose Cannon, who was running for his �irst term. 

 The Danville 	Times	 says General Charles Black, of  Champaign 
 (anti-administration) will probably run for Congress in the 
 Fourteenth District, against Joseph G. Cannon (Administration 
 candidate), and we may add, be elected. The 	Times	 says: ‘A change 
 of 426 votes would elect him (Black) allowing the voting 
 population to be unchanged in numbers. We must keep our 
 organization well in hand, and not attempt to proscribe [Horace] 
 Greeley Republicans, or drive them from us, or we shall see the 

 128  August 20, 1868. 
 127  Chicago, Illinois, 	Evening	Post	 , April 16, 1868. 

 126  Initially he entered into a partnership with W. D. Somers, but that ended in 
 February 1869 when that partnership dissolved and Black formed a partnership 
 with J. M. Culbertson, with of�ices in Rooms 1 and 2, Marble’s Block, Champaign 
 City, Illinois. Champaign 	Gazette	and	Union	 , February  24, 1869. The Champaign 
	County	Gazette,	 in announcing the new partnership,  opined, “We bespeak for them 
 the greatest measure of success, and as they are a couple of energetic, studious and 
 talented gentlemen, they will no doubt be entrusted with much legal business.” 
 March 3, 1869. 
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 splendid Republican majority to which we are rightly entitled 
 dwindle to a mere handful, or be turned against us.’  129 

 On June 18, 1872, Black had the opportunity to mix with the Illinois 
 Press Association at its annual meeting in Champaign-Urbana. When J. 
 H. Oberly,  130  editor of the Cairo 	Bulletin	 , the regular  orator, did not 
 attend, an “invitation to address the convention was extended to Gen 
 Charles Black, of Champaign, who responded in eloquent and 
 appropriate remarks, all the more enjoyable because made only upon 
 shortest notice, and entirely extempore.”  131  If Black  was not known 
 before by newspaper editors outside of east central Illinois, this last 
 minute opportunity allowed him to present himself to a room �illed with 
 newspaper editors (all of whom practiced politics in earnest) from 
 throughout the State. But Black’s anonymity (if any remained after this 
 convention) would disappear a week later, when Black became the State 
 Democracy’s candidate for Lieutenant Governor. 

 Black joined Gustavus Koerner, the Democratic candidate for Governor, 
 at the head of the 1872 State ticket. Black was describes as a “soldier, 
 scholar, orator and lawyer” who “will bring to the of�ice the requisite 
 qualities, and cannot fail to receive the approval of the people.”  132 

 The Chicago 	Tribune	 printed a letter from a “Fellow-Soldier”  dated 
 Chicago, July 1  st  , which provided a gruesome, but  highly sympathetic, 
 picture of Black on the political stump. 

 Sir: Regarding your candidate for Lieutenant Governor, some 
 Chicago papers ask ‘Who is General Charles Black?’ 

 He is an able, popular, rising young lawyer, and a �ine orator, well 
 known on all platforms in the Seventh Congressional District of 
 Illinois. No man thereaway [sic], as a public speaker, can equal 
 General Black. 

 132  Clinton, Illinois,  Semi-Weekly Register, July 2, 1872. 
 131  Chicago 	Inter-Ocean	 , June 24, 1872. 
 130  In 1884, the head of the Illinois Democratic Central Committee, supra. 
 129  Reprinted in the Chicago 	Tribune,	 June 19, 1872. 
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 If his platform manners have a fault, it is their one-sidedness. His 
 right arm gestures, but the left hangs limp. The apology for this is 
 to be found in the fact that a couple inches of his left arm were dug 
 out (‘excision of the’ something-or-other) in a hospital at Port 
 Hudson (I think it was), just after the capture of the place, wherein 
 he assisted. Besides, bits of bone, enough to set up a small 
 anatomical museum, have been coming from the same wound at 
 intervals since that occurrence.” 

 On July 6, 1872, the Ottawa, Illinois, 	Free	Trader	 noted 

 Gen. John C. Black, of Champaign County, the nominee for 
 Lieutenant Governor, is a democrat, and one of the most eloquent 
 orators in the West. He was a brave soldier in the war for the 
 preservation of the Union, and is immensely popular in the 
 southeastern portion of the State. 

 Black’s candidacy on the State ticket gave him the opportunity to speak 
 at venues throughout the campaign outside of East central Illinois.  133  But 
 Champaign was never far from his stompings. On September 14, 1872 a 
 “grand Liberal demonstration” was advertised on the old Fair-Ground, 
 adjoining the two cities. It was an old fashioned barbecue at which “an 
 ox will be roasted whole.”  134  Black joined, 	inter	alia	 ,  Governor Palmer, 
 John Eden, W. E. Nelson (who was running against Cannon for Congress), 
 and J. B. Mann of Danville. In a hint of what was to come eighteen years 
 later, General S. T. Busey (when Busey challenged and beat Cannon for 
 Congress for one term in 1890), acted as Marshall.  135 

 One of Black’s last appearances in the campaign was in Rockford. In a 
 special report to the Chicago 	Tribune	 , it was noted  Black 

 made one of his usual brilliant and telling speeches. The audience 
 throughout gave him their undivided attention, and the hearty 
 applause which he constantly received demonstrated clearly that 

 135  Chicago 	Tribune	 , September 12, 1872. 
 134  As well as Republicans metaphorically. 
 133  For list of State-wide appointments, see Chicago 	Tribune	 , September 28, 1872. 

 77 



 he was fully appreciated. A large number attended the meeting, 
 and all seemed well pleased with the speech.  136 

 Black’s removal of his residency back to Danville brought him back to 
 his boyhood home. 

 In 1876, Black unsuccessfully ran against Cannon for Congress. For a 
 detailed analysis of this campaign, see Timothy O. 	Smith’s	The	44		th	
	Congress	and	the	1876	Congressional	Campaign:	“Wheel	Horse”	Cannon	
	Begins	To	Show	His	Stuff-	 OCLC 1235971161. At its conclusion,  he 
 returned to the practice of law. In 1879, Black sought the Illinois U. S. 
 Senatorship as a Democrat, but lost. Shortly after the campaign ended, 
 Black’s war wounds required substantial and lengthy treatments, and 
 the report of his condition clearly indicates that Black had conducted his 
 campaign against Cannon in a state of continuous pain. 

 Black’s residency in Danville through the 1884 election was high pro�ile. 
 He built a home on the southwest corner of Harrison and Gilbert streets, 
 just to the north of his boyhood home (in 2022, the William Fithian 
 House and Vermilion County Museum). Black was actively involved in 
 working for the economic development of Danville and Vermilion 
 County, and enjoyed a high pro�ile legal practice that took him all over 
 the State. He had the joy of having Hiram Blackburn (a Republican) 
 handle his legal matters for him as he traveled for political and legal 
 reason. He served on several local Danville boards, including the library 
 board and the waterworks company board. Whenever an opportunity 
 developed for Danville to acquire a new business or manufacturer, Black 
 was a part of the community leadership helping to bring it to Danville. 
 And most importantly, Black, throughout the years leading up to and 
 during 1884, appeared at soldiers’ reunions and gatherings throughout 
 Illinois and the mid-west, where he became known not only for his 
 military exploits, but also his oratorical skills. 

 Black was appointed to the Board of Trustees of the Illinois Soldiers’ and 
 Sailors’ Children’s School in Normal, Illinois.  137  It  served as a children’s’ 

 137 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illinois_Soldiers%27_and_Sailors%27_Children%27s 
 _School 

 136  Chicago 	Tribune	 , November 2, 1872. 
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 home for orphans of civil war veterans. It was established in 1865, 	inter	
	alia	 , by Jesse Fell and David Davis. In June 1884  Black attended the 
 annual meeting of its Board of Trustees.  138 

 Black was also appointed by resolution adopted by the U. S. House and 
 Senate, to the Board of Managers of the National Homes for Disabled 
 Volunteer Soldiers.  139  These homes were for the care  of the disabled 
 soldiers, and Cannon would arrange for one of the last homes 
 established to be in Danville, Illinois.  140 

	THE	1884	CAMPAIGN	BEGINS	IN	EARNEST-“DANVILLE	HAS	
	ONE	CANDIDATE	FOR	GOVERNOR,	TWO	CANDIDATES	FOR	
	CONGRESS,	TWO	CANDIDATES	FOR	THE	STATE	
	LEGISLATURE;	YET	DANVILLE	IS	NOT	PROUD,	BUT	FEELS	
	HER	OATS	A	LE-E-TIE	BIT	Danville		Daily	News,		September	
	11,	1884	

 Cannon returned from Washington City on July 11, ready to begin his 
 campaign for re-election, but without a Democratic opponent in the 
 �ield. 

 Black’s campaigning in east central Illinois after his return from the 
 National Convention concentrated on helping Carter Harrison’s run for 
 Governor. Harrison came to Danville for its jolli�ication of the National 
 and State tickets, and Black served as his host, along with Joe Mann. The 
 Chicago 	Tribune	 saw this as Carter’s start of his  campaign, and opined it 
 opened with a “boom for Democrats.”  141 

 On July 29  th  , the Democratic Congressional District  Committee went into 
 session in Danville. 

 141  Chicago Tribune, July 20, 1884. Danville 	Daily	News.	 July 21, 1884. 

 140  For a history of the Homes, see 	Creating	A	National		Home:	Building	the	Veteran’s	
	Welfare	State,	1860-1900,	 Patrick J. Kelly, Harvard  University Press: 1997. 

 139  Joint resolution #29, Forty-eighth Congress, Session I, May 16, 1884. See 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 , April 28, 1884, identifying the  home at Dayton, Ohio. 

 138  Bloomington 	Pantagraph,	 June 19, 1884. 
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 It is understood that Gen’l Black will give his decision to this 
 committee as to whether he will make the race in this district for 
 congress or not.  142 

 Black’s thoughts on the 29  th  were more likely than  not with his wife as 
 the couple prepared for a lawn social at their home that evening. 

 The grounds will be lit up by the beautiful electric light. A cordial 
 invitation is extended to all.  143 

 But that did not stop the Democratic District Congressional Committee 
 from getting Black’s answer. It was not what they hoped. 

 Gen. J. C. Black, of Danville, was labored with yesterday [the 29  th  ] 
 by the democratic congressional committee, assisted by Joe 
 Harnet, who represented the greenbackers, to allow his name to 
 be used as a candidate for congress, but he positively declined to 
 make the race. The democrats are now all at sea for a candidate, 
 and there is some talk of having John S. Busey and Victor Arnold 
 draw cuts for the place.  144 

 The next day it was also reported 

 The lawn sociable at the residence of Gen. J. C. Black, Gilbert 
 street, last night, was a delightful affair. Excellent taste was 
 displayed in the beautifying of the grounds, and being lit up with 
 the electric light lent an additional charm to the surroundings.  145 

 The Committee also decided to hold their 15  th  Congressional  District 
 Convention on September 5  th  . The Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 thought 

 They don’t want their candidate to worry himself long. 

 Two other names popped up as potential candidates: H. A. Day of 
 Champaign and Rev. Mr. Lacy. 

 145  Danville Daily Commercial, July 30, 1884. 
 144  Champaign Daily Gazette, July 30, 1884. 
 143  Danville Daily Commercial, July 29, 1884. 
 142  Danville Daily Commercial, July 29, 1884. 
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 The Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 announced it was glad  Black had said no. 

 Not because of any fear of his beating Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, but 
 because of personal good feeling for General Black. His defeat 
 would be absolutely certain, and to escape that defeat is why we 
 are truly glad that he has decided to let some other fellow carry 
 the empty honor of a candidacy for the Democracy of the 15  th 

 congressional district.  146 

 Black spent the evening of July 31  st  , after his decision  not to run for 
 Congress and the Blacks’ lawn party, giving a lecture on the French 
 statesman Mirabeau before the Vermilion County teachers (majority 
 were women)  147  in the circuit court room.  148 

 Several days before Black made his decision known on the congressional 
 race, the Danville 	Daily	News	 asked 

	WHAT	WILL	THE	ISSUE	BE	THIS	YEAR	IN	THIS	DISTRICT?	

 We have been asked the question above. The reply is, ‘tariff for 
 revenue.’ That is the platform made by GEN. BLACK, Hons. J. B. 
 MANN, E. R. E KIMBROUGH and other leading Democrats of this 
 county. 

 They made it and took it to Peoria and merged it with Hon. Wm. 
 MORRISON’S ‘tariff for revenue only’ platform. 

 That will be the issue in this district. Those who are for the 
 English tariff system will vote for the Democratic nominee for 
 Congress, whoever he may be. 

 148  His presentation appears in the August 1, 1884 Danville 	Daily	News.	 It was 
 described as ‘masterly and highly interesting of an hour’s duration. Many passages 
 . . .were sublime and expressed in. . .eloquent language.” Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , 
 August 1, 1884. 

 147  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 1, 1884. 
 146  August 1, 1884. 
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 Those who are for the American system-a tariff so laid as to 
 protect American labor and wages-will vote for Hon. J. G. CANNON. 

 The issue is joined and there can be no dodging. 

 Eight years the Democratic Congressional nominee in this district 
 was also the �iat or Greenback nominee. The issue was mainly on 
 our �inancial system, which the Democrats and Greenbackers at 
 that time stoutly opposed. The strongest man nominated in 
 opposition was against Mr. CANNON, and he made a strong �ight in 
 favor of repealing the resumption act, destroying national banks 
 and issuing large volumes of �iat money. 

 Specie resumption has long been an accomplished fact, and the 
 Democracy �ind the national banks so fully entrenched in public 
 con�idence and favor that they dare not attack them. Fiatism is 
 dead and lies prone with many other old and dead Democratic 
 hobby-horses. With PENDLETON killed and buried the cry of 
 reform is mockery. 

 Tariff for revenue only is the single issue left. 

 Mr. CANNON in 1876, then but one term in Congress, made a 
 square, honest, solid �ight in favor of Republican policy, and won 
 the contest. He is much stronger in experience and with the 
 people than at that time. He is able to handle all public questions 
 in a masterly manner. His opponent will have no chance to evade 
 or quibble.  149 

 Who was the opponent in 1876? General John Charles Black. 

	AUGUST	1884	

 As July ended with the Black’s lawn party under an electric light, and 
 Black �inally deciding not to run against Cannon, the Congressman spent 
 several days in Champaign and Urbana shaking his constituents’ hands. 

 149  July 28, 1884. 
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 He returned to Danville on August 1  st  .  150  His next venture was as a 
 member of a local commission for river and harbors that went down the 
 “North Fork from the foot of slack-water navigation at Crystal Lake to a 
 spot opposite the poor house, to see about recommending to the next 
 congress an appropriation for improving the navigation of that 
 stream”  151  The trip was not without adventure for members  Col. J. S. 
 Wolfe and T. A. Lewis (of Alaska)  152  . Wolfes’s boat  overturned going over 
 the dam, spilling its occupants into the water. Lewis lost a pair of $13 
 boots when his boat sank. The group concluded that making the stream 
 navigable was possible and that it should be recommended to the next 
 Congress. 

 Alvin held a Democratic rati�ication event on Saturday evening, August 
 2  nd  . A correspondent to the Danville 	Daily		News	 reported 

 The Democratic rati�ication meeting at Alvin took place Saturday 
 night. One of the most conspicuous things was a banner bearing 
 the motto, “STATE SOVEREIGNITY.” Mr. Mann said Cleveland is a 
 pure man and a reformer, and has given the utmost satisfaction in 
 the Empire State. Said he: They say he is a man of no experience. 
 How in the world can a man get Presidential experience but by 
 being President? Now, Blaine has too much experience; and in 
 proof of fact he said a Dutchman went into partnership with a 
 man, he furnishing the money and the man the experience. At the 
 end of the year the Dutchman had the experience and his partner 
 the money. Blaine is from the land of bigotry. There they propose 
 to say what a man shall eat and drink. I am not a prohibitionist 
 and do not claim to be a Christian. Blaine is not opposed to the 
 English, but Logan is. See how he butchers the English language. 
 Neither Blaine nor Logan is the �irst part of a statesman. They are 
 Know-nothings. Blaine’s record is being ventilated. 

 152  Lewis, of  Urbana, with the help of Cannon, had been appointed Clerk of the U. S. 
 Court in Alaska, and left shortly after this voyage to assume his duties there. 
 Champaign County 	Herald	 , July 9, 1884; Champaign 	Daily		Gazette	 , August 21, 1884. 

 151  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , August 2, 1884. 

 150  Champaign 	Daily	Gazett	 e, July 31, 1884; Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 2, 
 1884. 
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 Now, the tariff was not what we all wanted at Chicago. It was a 
 compromise with incidental protection. The Republicans want a 
 protective tariff with incidental revenue. The Republican Congress 
 four years ago enacted many bad laws, but did not say what they 
 were. (I had thought the Democrats had a majority in Congress at 
 that time). 

 In some way a pepple fell on the Hon. Joe Mann during the 
 exhibition, thought to have come from some boy’s hand. Mr. Mann 
 said, ‘I can whip the man who threw this stone.” A voice was heard 
 to say from the crowd, “I will back you.’ “don’t need any backing,’ 
 said Mr. Mann. 

 There was some other disturbance, all of which came from boys 
 shouting for Blaine and a few young men who were a little tipsy. 

 Mr. Kimbrough is reported to have made a nice little speech, but 
 not in a Joe Mann way. The audience was good, and quite a 
 number of women were present. OCCASIONAL 

 At a rally in Spring�ield, a banner carried during a Republican meeting 
 suggests what would become, in reverse, a part of the Democratic 
 campaign against Cannon. The banner was a sword with two edges, and 
 by the middle of September, Cannon,  who served as State’s Attorney, 
 and not in the army, during the war, would have this Republican mantra 
 used against him. 

 The soldier’s ticket; 
 Richard J. Oglesby, 8  th  regiment; 
 John C. Smith, 96  th  regiment; 
 H. D. Dement, 13  th  regiment; 
 Charles P. Swigert, 42th  regiment; 
 George Hunt, 12  th  regiment.  153 

 Danville African-Americans were not going to be left out of the 
 politicking in 1884. 

 153  Danville Daily Commercial, August 9, 1884. 
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 The colored Republicans will organize a Blaine and Logan club 
 Wednesday night in Beyer’s hall.  154  The meeting on the  evening of 
 the 6  th  produced a “good representation of the colored voters”. It 
 elected W. M. Johnson as President; W. F. Cousins Vice President; 
 Edward Grant, Secretary; W. H. White, Assistant Secretary; Nelson 
 Chaf�in Treasurer; and W. M. Vance Sergeant-at-Arms. White was 
 elected chorister of the club. 

 The club was addressed in short and stirring speeches by Rev. E. 
 Sumner (colored) and W. R. Lawrence [Chairman of the Vermilion 
 County Republican Central Committee] and B. E. Shawhan. The 
 Black Eagle cornet band was present and furnished some lively 
 patriotic airs. They were heartily cheered. The club numbers 
 �ifty-two members at present, and starts out under favorable 
 auspices. Let every colored voter interest himself in the club and 
 make the Black Eagles felt in the present campaign. 

 The club adjourned to meet next Wednesday night.  155 

 Lawrence was a Danville attorney, described as “a man of keen judgment 
 in political matters. . . .He is quite a �luent speaker from the stump, and 
 will perhaps make a number of speeches in this and other counties in 
 the district during the progress of the campaign.”  156 

 The same evening, at the same location, the regular meeting of the 
 Young Men’s Republican club was held. A glee club consisting of 
 Mesdames E. D. Marsch, J. G. Cannon, E. E. Bouinot and Elliot, and 
 Messrs. Segner, Samuel, Shawhan, Fares and Graham 
 sang some “stirring campaign songs.” The topic for  conversation for the 
 evening was “Is the mission of the Republican party ful�illed?”  157 

 At the end of the meeting the club announced it would next meet in 
 Tinchertown under its electric light, with a torch light public procession 
 from the public square to the electric light. 

 157 	Danville	Daily	Commercial	 , August 5, 1884. On the  6  th  , the Commercial reported 
 that Fares, Segner and Shawhan sang, 	inter	alia	 , “Marching  Through Georgia”. 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAFEWL0-1sc 

 156  Danville 	Daily	 Commercial, August 4, 1884. 
 155  Danville 	Daily	News	 , August 7, 1884. 
 154  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 4, 1884. 
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 The Blacks enjoyed a lull in the campaign cycle by traveling �irst to 
 Norwalk, Ohio, where they visited his brother-in-law, W. W. Graham. 
 From there the Blacks traveled to Chautauqua, New York, but his wife 
 was the principle reason for attending the event.  158  Contemporaneous 
 with the Chautauqua meeting was a gathering of the Women’s Christian 
 Temperance Union. 

 General J. C. Black, Democratic elector of Illinois, and Governor 
 Farnham, of Vermont, are here with their wives, who were 
 graduated with the class of 1884. Illinois General Logan, 
 Republican Vice Presidential nominee, was the principal speaker 
 at the event.  159 

 On the 15  th  the Republican County Central Committee  held its meeting at 
 Republican headquarters, and it was announced that ten Blaine and 
 Logan clubs had been organized in the county. It was a hot night, but 
 there was good attendance. Ferdinand Bookwalter provided the 
 evening’s speech, which lasted about an hour and a half. The Danville 
	Daily	Commercial	 reported that Bookwalter 

 made one of the best speeches-on the tariff question-of the 
 campaign in this county. All who heard the speech were loud in 
 their praises. The speaker reviewed the tariff question from the 
 colonial history of this government to the present time, showing 
 the effects of the low tariff of the Democratic party upon the 
 country and the great bene�it of the protective system of the 
 Republican party. He followed up the administrations of both 
 parties from their incipiency, showing conclusively by sound 
 argument and abundant historical facts, that the country under 
 the low tariff, or free trade system of the Democratic party, 
 suffered many serious �inancial crashes and was otherwise 
 reduced to very sore straits. That under the protection system of 
 the Republican party it had made this one of the greatest 
 manufacturing and agricultural countries, and the richest nation 
 on the globe; that our working men were the best paid for their 

 159  Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 , August 17, 1884. 

 158  For an account of her experience, see the Danville Daily News, September 17, 
 1884. 
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 labor, and the happiest, freest and most intelligent on the face of 
 the earth. He argued that the policy of the Democratic party was 
 unsafe and a great injury to the country, but on the other hand the 
 principles and policy of the Republican party were reliable, and 
 that the people cannot and will not abandon it and take up with a 
 party whose political career when in power has been one of 
 double-dealing, and one which has only brought to this country 
 great �inancial distress and discontent. The speaker presented 
 several other very interesting arguments and points which we 
 cannot make note of here. We will just say all those who did hear 
 the speech missed a grand treat. The points were well taken and 
 the arguments conclusive. 

 Congressman Cannon was in the audience, and he was pleased with it. 

 Hon. J. G. Cannon, at the conclusion of the speech, proposed three 
 cheers for Mr. Bookwalter, which were given with a hearty good 
 will.  160 

 What was Jesse Harper up to in August? On the 15  th  he travelled to 
 Detroit, Michigan to ‘aid in pushing the Butler boom. A large meeting of 
 the Butler party will be held there next Monday.’  161  It was a meeting of 
 the Knights of Labor, and Harper attended in the capacity of Chairman of 
 the National Committee of the Greenbacker party. Earlier, Harper spoke 
 at a National County Convention in Detroit. 

 [Harper] said that since 1856, when he voted for Fremont and 
 Dayton, he had stood up for the principles which he regarded as 
 best serving the interests of the people. He said the people were 
 to-day more free to hear and determine for themselves than at any 
 time since the great canvass of 1860. The great questions known 
 before the people were telegraph, railroads, land, labor, debts and 
 banks. The Republican and Democratic parties stand on identical 
 ground on these problems. Butler is the only man who is on the 
 side of the people. The Democratic party of Jefferson and Jackson 
 was a gift of the Lord. The Republican party of Lincoln was a gift of 

 161  Danville 	Daily		Commercial,	 August 16, 1884. 

 160  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 15, 1884. The Danville 	Daily	News	 observed 
 that the speech was frequently cheered. August 15, 1884. 
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 the Lord. Both have outgrown their usefulness and we would be 
 thankful if what the Lord giveth He would take away.  162 

 The day before, the Detroit 	Free	Press	 had described  Harper as a 
 “campaign hustler of the approved type. He tells unctuous stories in 
 capital style, grimaces, is rough and powerful. As he rose he laid his 
 watch upon the rail in front of him, whereupon Mr. Trevelick remarked 
 that would do in Detroit, but God help him if he should do it in Chicago. 
 [Roars of laughter].” 

 It’s not often Jesse Harper’s speeches are presented verbatim in the 
 newspapers, but the Detroit 	Free	Press	 did so for  Harper on August 17, 
 1884. What follows is how Harper’s speech to the Knights of Labor  163 

 appeared in that edition of the 	Free	Press.	

 163  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Labor 
 162  Detroit 	Free	Press,	 August 18, 1884. 
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 Back in Danville, the Black Eagle cornet band serenaded the family of 
 Congressman J. G. Cannon on Friday night (August 16  th  ).  The Danville 
	Daily	News	 observed on the 18  th  that it “[executed]  some very nice 
 music. Under the ef�icient leadership of Mr. Reynolds, they have made 
 excellent progress in the science of harmony.” 

 Just why did the Democrats delay their Fifteenth Congressional District 
 Convention until September 5  th  ? The Champaign 	Gazette	 speculated on 
 that by responding to the Champaign 	Times’	 thoughts  on it, 

 The Times says that in order to give the people time to think over 
 the matter of Mr. Cannon’s successor, the committee has placed 

 91 



 the time of the Democratic nominating convention rather late. The 
 Times is too Guileless. No one need be deceived by any such 
 pretext. The time �ixed for the convention is after the Maine 
 election, and should the Democrats carry that State, they will 
 nominate the strongest man they can �ind, in hopes of getting him 
 in on a popular boom; if Maine goes Republican, as it assuredly 
 will, then the Democrats will put up any one who will take the 
 nomination.  164 

 On August 13  th  it was announced that Cannon would  speak at Rice’s 
 Grove, near a settlement called Charity, on Saturday, August 23  rd  , at 2:30 
 p. m. “There will be a poll raising and a good time generally. All are 
 invited, especially the ladies.”  165  Charity’s sister  settlement was Hope, 
 about two miles to the west, both in Vermilion County’s Pilot Township. 
 The �irst settler in the area was Robert Butz, and by 1884 his son, J. K. 
 Butz “has one of the best improved farms in the county.”  166  Beckwith 
 also notes in 1879 that “[i]n politics, Pilot is not only Republican, but 
 radically so. In all state and national elections, Pilot heaps up majorities 
 for the regular republican candidates.”  167  The area  was served by a post 
 of�ice at Hope, with J. K. Butz as the �irst postmaster.  168 

 John J. Rice, whose grove was to serve as the Cannon “grand rally”  169 

 epicenter, was born in New York in 1812, the son of a Revolutionary War 
 veteran. Rice arrived in Vermilion County in 1835, �irst settling in Salt 
 Fork, and then moving to Pilot Township. An 1889 pro�ile of Rice places 

 169  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 14, 1884. 

 168  J. K. Butz was the grandfather of Carl and Mark Van Doren, both born on a farm 
 just to the west of the church in Hope that was dedicated at the crossroads in 
 November 1884. Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , December  10, 1884. Carl (September 
 10, 1885 to 1950) and Mark (June 13, 1894-1970) Van Doren are the only 
 brothers to have received a Pulitzer Prize, Carl for his biography of Benjamin 
 Franklin, and Mark for his poetry. Carl Van Doren’s wonderful account of growing 
 up in Hope during the years 1885 to 1900 can be found in his 	An	Illinois	Boyhood	 , 
 Viking Press, 1939. 

 167  Beckwith, 	supra	 , page 912. 
 166 	History	of	Vermilion	Count	 y, H. W. Beckwith (1879),  page 908. 
 165  Danville 	Daily	News	 , August 13, 1884. 

 164  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 18, 1884. Our crystal  ball knows that the 
 Republicans carried Maine with increased majorities. Passaic, New Jersey 	,	Daily	
	News,	 September 9, 1884. 
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 him as one of the best citizens of the Township and a member of the 
 Prohibition party.  170 

 Rice’s Grove, on Rice’s land, was on the border of Sections 16 and 21 in 
 Pilot Township. 

 The Danville 	Weekly	Press	 reported 

 An enthusiastic Republican pole raising and meeting was held at 
 Rice’s Grove Saturday. A very large Blaine and Logan pole with a 
 very large Union �lag at its top was raised in front of Rice’s store. 
 At 2:30 p. m. the crowd of ladies and gentlemen who had been 
 attracted thither from ten miles around, repaired to the beautiful 
 grove known as Rice’s Grove, where the Hon. J. G. Cannon,  171  very 

 171  Cannon’s farm was just to the east of Muncie, making him, arguably, a fellow 
 farmer with the residents of the area. On July 14, 1884, the Danville 	Daily	
	Commercial	n	 oted “Hon. J. G. Cannon is spending a  few days on his farm in 
 Oakwood township.” 

 170 	Portrait	and	Biographical	Album	of	Vermilion	County,		Illinois	 (1889), page 683. 
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 ably and fully discussed the political issues of the day. He was 
 followed by W. R. Jewell, editor of the [Danville] NEWS. 

 The Muncie band discoursed harmony to the satisfaction of 
 everybody. The order was excellent. The meeting was eminently 
 successful, and great credit is due to the managers and all are 
 grateful to Mr. Rice for the use of his grove.  172 

 Phocion Howard was in Chicago on August 21  st  . Did  he go up to explore 
 the dust-up in the Illinois State Republican Central Committee? The 
 Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 took A. M. Jones, Chairman of  the Committee to task 
 because he held a federal of�ice at the same time in violation of the 
 federal civil service act. The 	Inter	Ocean	 demanded  Jones resign from 
 one or the other position.  173  It didn’t help Jones when  Wm. H. Robertson, 
 Collector of the New York port, resigned his committee position on the 
 New York Republican Central Committee to keep his federal job.  174 

 Several other federal employees served on the Illinois Republican State 
 Central Committee, including J. H. Clark, as postmaster in Mattoon. It 
 was reported  175  that Cannon had attended the recent  Central committee 
 meeting and “[is] known to have urged Mr. Jones to conform to the law 
 by resigning.”  The Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 suggested  it was hardly 
 likely that Clark would not follow Cannon’s advice but there is nothing in 
 the newspapers indicating Clark did resign. Jones, in September, was 
 still acting on the Committee.  176 

 The shabby treatment of E. R. E. Kimbrough at the Vermilion County 
 Democratic Convention did not hinder his becoming the Democrat’s 
 nominee for the Illinois House. Under the minority representation rule 
 of the Illinois Constitution, his nomination guaranteed his reelection. 
 Kimbrough’s support of the Harper Bill (high liquor license fees) was 

 176  Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 , September 24, 1884. 
 175  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 23, 1884. 
 174  Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 , September 8, 1884. 

 173  See Chicago 	Tribune	 , August 8, 1884 discussion of  the reasons why resignation 
 was appropriate. 

 172  While there is no evidence that Carl and Mark’s father and mother attended the 
 rally, Carl recalled his grandfather Butz’s “very friendly relationship with Cannon, 
 the community’s political hero. 	An	Illinois	Boyhood	 ,  supra, page 24. Van Doren 
 recalled his grandfather Butz as a Whig and conservative and his grandmother 
 Butz Republican and radical. At page 11. 
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 noted by the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 as an obstacle to his support of 
 Carter Harrison for governor since 

 Carter Harrison [runs] for of�ice on a platform which means free 
 whiskey if it means anything.  177 

 The role of the soldiers’ vote in the upcoming election appeared in a 
 humorous item in the August 26  th  Danville 	Daily	Commercial.	

 A one-legged Illinois soldier upon being asked whether he would 
 vote for Cleveland and Harrison, replied: ‘Not till that leg grows 
 out,’ and added: ‘I don’t propose to �ight on one side and vote on 
 the other. 

 Jesse Harper (with C. B. Fenton and E. H. Langhans) attended the Illinois 
 State Greenback Convention in Bloomington at the end of August. When 
 he returned to Danville, Harper held the Greenback Party’s nomination 
 for Illinois Governor. The Greenbacks refused to endorse Carter 
 Harrison and picked Harper instead. But, 

 [n]o electoral ticket [Presidential electors] was nominated, and a 
 committee was instructed to fuse with whichever party will give 
 the best terms on the electoral ticket.  178 

 The Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 speculated Jesse’s earlier  prediction that 
 Harrison would win the governorship because of Harper’s extensive 
 travels over the State. 

 Uncle Jesse is not the best authority in the world, and now that he 
 is a candidate for gubernatorial honors he has probably changed 
 his notion. Greenback goggles are deceptive.  179 

 Meanwhile, Cannon went to Douglas County at the end of August. As the 
 principal owner of the First National Bank of Tuscola, he not only had 

 179  August 29, 1884. 
 178  Danville 	Daily	News	 , August 29, 1884. 
 177  August 22, 1884. 
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 business interest to attend to, but also canvass opportunities, including 
 the Douglas County fair.  180 

 Even though Black had said NO to his fellow Democrats in facing 
 Cannon, the Danville 	Leader	 was still pushing him  to run. 

 The Leader is trying to force Gen. Black to make the race for 
 Congress, notwithstanding his positive declaration that he would 
 not run. In an article in yesterday’s issue the Leader says ‘We want 
 good and honest men now more than ever before. Gen. Black is 
 one of these, and the Democracy of this 15  th  district  calls upon him 
 to lead them to victory and to good and honest government.’ In the 
 same paragraph with the above we �ind the following sentence: ‘It 
 is now for him to say if he has been bought, and his candidacy 
 silenced.’ It is rather a hard job to reconcile these two 
 declarations, and there is perhaps no one but a Democrat who 
 would attempt it. The Democracy of the 15  th  district  must be put 
 to a very severe strait to compel a man to make a canvass for the 
 honorable position of Congressman against his positively signi�ied 
 will, and then hold so severe a lash over him as the last quoted 
 sentence from the Leader. If General Black would do himself 
 personal justice, he should publically denounce the above 
 utterances.  181 

	SEPTEMBER	1884	

 Cannon traveled to Macon County in the �irst days of September to 
 speak at a rally in its courthouse. 

 181  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 30, 1884. On September  1, 1884, the Danville 
	Daily	Commercial	 noted “The 	Leader	 says General Black  MUST run for Congress. 
 This reminds one of the ground-hog story. He MUST catch the ground-hog because 
 the family were out of meat. Gen. Black MUST run for Congress, for the Democratic 
 family are out of meat, and if the General will not run, it leaves them without timber 
 also.” 

 180  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , August 28, 1884. 

 96 



 Decatur 	Daily	Republican	 , September 5, 1884 

 It was Cannon’s �irst visit to the county as a speaker (since Macon 
 County was no longer in his congressional district). The heat caused the 
 venue to change from inside the courthouse to an impromptu platform 
 at the corner of South Water street and Main streets. A crowd of about 
 one thousand men and women listened to a two-hour speech by their 
 former congressman. “He dwelt almost wholly on the tariff question, 
 showing clearly the injurious effects of the democratic free trade policy.” 
 He reviewed the three modes of taxation under the Constitution: 
 Internal taxation (substantially gone) with the tax on whiskey and 
 tobacco remaining; Direct taxation, apportioned according to 
 congressional districts; and Tax on all goods made in foreign countries 
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 and sent into America to compete with the manufactured articles of this 
 country. 

 Both parties agree that those are the best ways of getting money. 
 We pay $200,000,000 annually for imported articles. The 
 Republicans say that all articles produced abroad that cannot be 
 made or purchased in the United States come in free of taxation, 
 but goods that are made here shall be protected by taxation on 
 similar goods made in foreign lands and sent here for sale. . . The 
 Republican party is for a tariff for revenue to protect American 
 labor. Here the speaker gave the history of the democratic party, 
 and showed that all along previous to 1860 when it went out of 
 power, it had legislated against the working classes and in the 
 interest of capital and cheap labor. He put a number of pointed 
 questions to the working people, and called upon the 600,000 
 foreigners who come to America annually to answer: Why did you 
 leave your native soil? Why did you come if not to better your 
 condition? Are you not prospering here? Why do you stay? And 
 why do you keep on making money and sending back to England, 
 France and Germany for your friends to come over? Europe is a 
 country of 150,000 square miles, and within that area are massed 
 250,000,000 people. In the United States, not including the 
 mountains and Alaska, there are 150,000,000 square miles, and 
 we have 56,000,000 people, a population nearly �ive times less 
 than that of crowded Europe. Under free trade as the Democrats 
 want to introduce, the American laborers would be compelled to 
 lay down their tools, for they could not compete with the teeming 
 millions of slave-ridden laborers of Europe. Our factories would 
 be closed and business everywhere would be paralyzed **** This 
 is the country for the laborer in which he can earn a decent living, 
 get a home, clothe his family, and have rest and recreation. The 
 Republican party has been in power years and this country has 
 witnessed more prosperity in these years than it has known since 
 Christopher Columbus discovered it. We don’t have to theorize. 
 We know the record of the party and it suits us and it shall not and 
 will not be wiped out while grass grows and water runs. In closing 
 Mr. Cannon alluded in glowing terms to Blaine and Logan and 
 urged all to close up the ranks and vote. . .the straight Republican 
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 ticket. The speaker was frequently interrupted by approving 
 applause and was given close attention to the end.  182 

 The Republican campaign coverage in Vermilion County began to 
 highlight the other candidates for of�ice as fall began. W. J. Calhoun,  183 

 himself destined for national service in the diplomatic corps in the 
 1890s and early 1900s, was running for Vermilion County State’s 
 Attorney. Calhoun addressed the people at Uncle Ben Zeigler’s grove, 
 one half mile south of Cheneysville. It was a torchlight affair, attended by 
 both Republicans and Democrats. 

 At about 8:30, after a song from the glee club, Captain Miles Odell 
 introduced the speaker, who held the closest attention of the 
 audience for nearly two hours. Everybody knows that Cal is one of 
 the best speakers in the State, but this time he fairly outdid 
 himself. He began by explaining the superiority of our government 
 over that of any other, and explained the relation of the two great 
 parties to each other and to the country. He fairly outlined the past 
 history of each party and showed their present attitudes in his 
 own inimitable way that even a child could understand. His 
 explanation of the tariff which is the principal issue now between 
 the parties, was the simplest, most comprehensive and strongest 
 argument in favor of protection we have ever heard. He closed 
 with an eloquent and brilliant peroration that held his audience 
 almost breathless until the close.-Hoopeston Chronicle  184 

 The 	Leader’s	 campaign to push Black into the congressional  canvass 
 against Cannon was visited by the Danville 	Daily	News	 when it reminded 
 it that it knew 

 a few years ago General BLACK was a Republican and strenuous 
 advocate of protection. He is now the acknowledged leader of 
 tariff for revenue only, and had it put into the Democratic platform 

 184  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 5, 1884. 
 183  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_J._Calhoun 

 182  Decatur 	Daily	Republican,	 September 8, 1884. The  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	
 reported the speech in detail on September 13, 1884. 
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 of this county, and aided to put it into the Democratic platform of 
 this State.  185 

 While the two Republican newspapers and the Democratic newspaper 
 in Danville were snipping at each other over Black, the General was in 
 Edwardsville, Illinois, on the evening of September 1  st  delivering a 
 “political speech” at the Madison County Democratic Convention  186  On 
 his way down to Edwardsville, he spoke at a soldier’s reunion in Paris, 
 Edgar County, before 7,000 to 8,000 people.  187 

 Black then headed north to Woodstock in McHenry County to attend its 
 county fair. He arrived on the same train as General Logan, who was 
 attending a republican rally and speaking at the fair. This set up a 
 sequential encounter between the two Civil War Generals, one of who 
 accepted his party’s nomination for Vice President, and one of whom 
 declined the nomination. Black went �irst. He claimed he had come to 
 deliver an agricultural speech 

 but as farming had been done at long range, his remarks would be 
 very general. Then Mr. Black took occasion to drag politics into his 
 speech by suggesting that Farmer Logan, Farmer Fairchild, and 
 Farmer Torrence had come here to study incubation-the 
 incubation of Republican votes. This sally was not well received, 
 and thereafter the speaker con�ined himself to farming matters, 
 and was very entertaining. 

 When he sat down Gen. Logan, who was by his side, laughingly 
 observed, ‘I’ll have to give it to you when it comes my turn.’ There 
 were loud calls for Logan at this time, and he was introduced, the 
 shout of applause with which he was greeted lasting several 
 moments. Gen. Logan spoke only three or four minutes. He said he 
 thought a short speech would be the most pleasing one. Referring 
 to the ‘able and eloquent orator’ who had preceded him and to the 
 incubation scheme, Gen. Logan said, ‘I was invited one year ago to 
 attend this fair today and promised then to do so, but Gen. Black 
 says he rushed here in response to a telegram. [Laughter and 

 187  Decatur 	Herald,	 September 3, 1884. 
 186  Danville 	Daily	News	 , September 2, 1884. Chicago 	Tribune	 ,  September 2, 1884. 
 185  September 2, 1884. 
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 applause] Now if he can make such a good speech on what he 
 knows nothing about what kind of speech can he make on a 
 subject that he does know something about.’ [Renewed laughter. 
 Mrs. Logan turned to Gen. Black and said: ‘That’s real mean.’]  Gen. 
 Logan then referred to the prosperity of the country, 
 congratulating the farmers on the advancement they had made, 
 and predicted for them continued prosperity and abundance. He 
 was loudly cheered at the close.  188 

 After the barbs had passed, the four Generals, Logan, Black, Fairchild 
 and Torrrence, enjoyed dinner together at the fair grounds.  189 

 The politicization of tobacco did not take long. Tengen’s in Danville sold 
 Cleveland and Hendricks plugs, as well as Blaine and Logan plugs.  190  The 
 role of the campaign song caught the eye of humorist Bill Nye, and he 
 shared his thoughts on it through the New York 	Mercury.	

 Along with the blessings of freedom and the divine right of 
 suffrage comes the incubus, the blot upon our glorious 
 institutions, known as the campaign song. Dynamite under the 
 throne is bad, but when the shattered monarch is gathered 
 together in a royal gunny sack and buried, peace once more reigns 
 over the kingdom, but in a republic we know that every four years 
 we are overshadowed by the campaign song, set to the tune of 
 John Brown’s Body, which is supposed to be marching on. 

 Four years ago I had the honor of inventing and hurling forth upon 
 the nation a song which did much to deepen the horror of the 
 campaign. It consisted of a song which was known everywhere as 
 the adjustable campaign song, to be warbled to the tune, “Empty 
 Is the Cradle, Baby’s Gone.’ It could be used both by Democrats 
 and Republicans equally well, and has a vacant space left in the 
 chorus, where by means of a slat and adjustable thumb screws the 
 names of either candidate can be inserted. This song was cast in 
 solid plates, and hawked about the country along with the jail-bird 

 190  Danville 	Daily	News	 , September ¾, 1884. 
 189  Woodstock 	Sentinel	 , September 11, 1884. 
 188  Chicago 	Tribune	 , September 5, 1884. 
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 wood-cuts of the candidate, and did much damage where no 
 precautions were taken against ravages. 

 The campaign song of the present great war is now upon us. Let us 
 be watchful and evade it whenever it is possible. It runs to the 
 tune of ‘Mother, Is the Battle Over?’ 

 To be perfectly candid, I am a little down on manufactured 
 enthusiasm. Hired bands, hired encore, supes [sic] and convention 
 boomers, receiving so much a day and board, do not strike my 
 fancy, no matter by which party they may be hired. But the 
 campaign song, jerked out of the grave or garret every four years 
 and new store teeth put in �ills me with nameless gloom. 

 I call to mind a campaign song and a glee club, several years ago, 
 we trained under a most deserving candidate on the other side. He 
 told the glee club that he couldn’t afford to pay its expenses, and 
 tried to get out of it that way, but the chairman of our central 
 committee heard the club sing that campaign song, and he paid 
 the expenses of the club out of our funds, while it traveled around 
 through the country, leading the hordes of our enemies and 
 leaving a trail of horror wherever it went. . . . 

 The trouble is that the campaign song does not bring out our best 
 talent. It is the same with the wood-cut of the candidate. 
 Campaign portraits are generally engraved on basswood with a 
 double-barrel shotgun. It is an impromptu affair. So is the 
 campaign song. Sidney Lanier and Baron Tennyson do not write 
 campaign songs. Neither does the sweet singer of Michigan. Only 
 the high board fence poet ever writes campaign songs that are 
 sung to the tune of John Brown’s remains lie mouldering [sic] in 
 the grave, while his soul is in the act of marching on. Very few 
 writers of campaign songs ever die a natural death. They generally 
 die mysteriously and suddenly, with some other man’s boots on.  191 

 In August Black attended a soldier’s reunion in Chicago. One has to 
 wonder what impact their overwhelming support of Republican Blaine 

 191  Danville 	Daily	News	 , September 3, 1884. 
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 had on him, and whether the report of his encounter with his fellow 
 soldiers appeared in the Danville newspaper in an effort to suggest to 
 Black that he should not change his mind on running. 

 At that gathering the General met �ifty members of his old 
 regiment. Among these �ifty comrades of the General’s forty-nine 
 were wearing Blaine badges. They were sorry their former leader 
 [was] training with the political element which they so strongly 
 resisted during their military service, and which were responsible 
 for the shooting and shattering of the General’s limb.  192 

 By September 4  th  , the Democrats had labored hard to  �ind a candidate to 
 oppose Cannon, yet had not succeeded. 

 They are getting rather desperate, as last week’s Leader plainly 
 indicates. But all those who have railroad passes will go to Tuscola 
 next Tuesday and make a last effort. Major Miller lives there.  193 

 Black appears to have not cared, at least if you looked at his speaking 
 schedule. He continued on the stump in northern Illinois, spending the 
 night in Chicago at the Palmer House (as reported on the 5  th  ), and 
 traveling to Freeport to speak on the evening of the 6  th  .  194  The Chicago 
	Inter	Ocean	 noted the General would speak at Hodges  Park, Alexander 
 County, on September 13  th  , and at a big barbecue at  Shelbyville, Indiana, 
 in the near future.  195  These are hardly the movements  of a man 
 anticipating campaigning for Congress in the Fifteenth District. 

 And then the pressure on Black to change his mind increased. A hint 
 came in a report in the Chicago 	Inter	Ocean	 on September  9  th  . 

 Champaign, Ill., Sept. 8.-An important private meeting was held 
 here to-day of leading Democrats of the county over the question 
 of securing a candidate for Congress against the Hon. J. G. Cannon, 
 General J. C. Black having positively declined to run. The sentiment 
 was unanimous to-day that he should be nominated and the party 

 195  September 6, 1884. 
 194  The Racine, Wisconsin 	,	Journal	Times	 , September 8,  1884. 
 193  Danville 	Daily	Commer	 cial, September 4, 1884. 
 192  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 4, 1884. 
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 support him without his consent. Some named Colonel J. S. Wolfe, 
 of this city [Champaign] as second choice. Careful reports were 
 obtained of the party’s strength in nearly every precinct in the 
 county. They will make a desperate struggle. 

 The Democratic Convention was scheduled for September 9  th  at Tuscola. 
 Outside of Vermilion County talk as to who the candidate might be 
 centered on Rev. W. C. Lacey. Lacey, a Democrat with Greenback 
 tendencies, might affect a fusion with the Greenback party. Champaign’s 
 W. A. Day was apparently fading since many believed the honor of 
 opposing Cannon was an empty one.  196 

 Vermilion County’s delegates to the convention left Danville at 6 a. m. on 
 the morning of the 9  th  .  197  The Chicago 	Tribune	 tells  what happened. 

 TUSCOLA, Ill., Sept. 9.-[Special]  198  The delegates to  the Democratic 
 Congressional Convention of the Fifteenth District met at the 
 opera house [next to Cannon’s First National Bank of 
 Tuscola]today to nominate a candidate for Congress and for the 
 State Board of Equalization. The Hon. O. B. Ficklin [who had been 
 on the platform with Lincoln and Douglas at the 1858 Charleston 
 Debate] was selected as Chairman. Prior to assembling of the 
 convention the delegates were at sea as to who should be 
 nominated for Congress, but on the arrival of the Vermilion 
 County delegation, for whom the convention waited, it was 
 ascertained that Gen. J. C. Black of Danville was anxious for the 
 nomination. After the usual routine matters had been gone 
 through with General Black was put in nomination. Before a vote 
 could be taken a motion was made that a committee of �ive be 
 appointed to confer with a committee of Greenbackers for the 
 purpose of fusing. The committee returned without having 
 accomplished anything. A motion was then made and carried that 
 the nomination of Black be unanimous. . . .This is the third time 
 that Gen. Black has been nominated for Congress, having been 

 198  Was this Phocion Howard reporting? 
 197  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 ;, September 8, 1884. 
 196  Chicago 	Tribune	 , September 6, 1884. 
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 twice defeated, once by the present nominee of the Republicans, J. 
 G. Cannon. Black’s defeat is a foregone conclusion.  199 

 The Greenbackers also held their convention in Tuscola on the same day, 
 and nominated Willis Jones of Camargo as their candidate for congress. 
 Jones was a 

 small farmer and fruit raiser, and is considered cranky by his 
 acquaintances and honest by his friends. He has no ability or 
 �itness for the position he aspires to, and he is not supposed to be 
 particularly in the race. His candidacy will have some effect on the 
 vote for Gen. Black, but not enough to count either way.  200 

 It’s clear Black was not present in Tuscola.  201  It’s  also clear that the 
 Vermilion County delegates had Black’s consent for the nomination 
 before their arrival in Tuscola, and thus he took it voluntarily. He still 
 had to formally accept the nomination, but the record is empty as to 
 what made or why Black had changed his mind. That did not stop the 
 Danville Republican papers from speculating why. One item suggested 
 that Black changed his mind “rather than rest under the charge of 
 having been bought off by the Republicans.” Another suggested 

 General Black has concluded to make the congressional race again 
 as a penalty for being an eminent Democrat. It seems a tolerably 
 severe penalty, but then the Danville Leader said he had to suffer 
 it, and that settled the matter. If it would only take back that little 
 charge of the General’s probable ‘see out,’ the penalty wouldn’t be 
 half so great. It may be induced to do so, now that its point has 
 been made.  202 

 The Danville 	Daily	News	 took a softer approach. After  noting Black was 
 “our esteemed townsman,’ 

 202  Both points were made in the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 ,  September 11, 1884. 
 201  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 reported on September 10  th  that Black was in Chicago. 
 200  Indianapolis 	News,	 September 15, 1884. 

 199  September 10, 1884. The Arcola Record noted “Gen. Black was nominated for 
 Congress. . . .This will be a painful surprise and source of regret to many of his best 
 friends and well-wishers.” Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 ,  September 15, 1884. 
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 the General had expressly declared that he would not accept the 
 nomination, but there was no one else to take the thankless 
 burthen and it was thrown upon his shoulders. 

 The Greenbackers, who aided the Democratic party so valiantly 
 eight years ago, when General BLACK was a candidate, were at the 
 convention and asked twice to fuse with the Democrats, but were 
 each time snubbed, and the last time spoken of in contemptuous 
 language, as our report has it, and called ‘a traitorous party.’ 

 Gen. BLACK was a stronger candidate eight years ago than he can 
 possibly be now. He was as well known then and as highly 
 esteemed and as eloquent on the stump as now. Besides he had 
 the support of the Greenback party, and was its greatest champion 
 in this part of the country. The greenbackers were faithful to the 
 fusion and voted for him, and yet he was defeated. 

 The people of this district will not send any man to congress who 
 will uniformly act with the Democratic party, however well they 
 may like him personally. For that reason they will nor send 
 General BLACK.  203 

 The allusion to serving in Congress with the men against whom 
 northern men and women fought a bloody war had the Danville 	Daily	
	Commercial	 204  remind its readers of the military service  of the Illinois 
 State Republican tickets during the war. While this may have been State 
 and Nationally oriented, it takes only a brief review of the list to note the 
 absence of Joseph G. Cannon; and if he had been included, he would have 
 had “home guard” after his name. 

 204  September 9, 1884. 
 203  September 10, 1884. 
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 At �irst �lush, this tactic of af�iliating Republican candidates with their 
 military service for attracting the soldier vote had worked in past 
 elections, but it also offered Democratic War Hero Disabled by Act of 
 War General John Charles Black the potential to use Cannon’s lack of 
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 military service against him. Therein lay the irony of the 1884 
 Congressional campaign in the Illinois Fifteenth District. The 
 importance of Black’s status as a soldier rose to prominence when it was 
 reported 

 Upon their return to Danville, the Danville delegates 
 acknowledged that it would be a mighty big job to beat Joe 
 Cannon, and they had no idea of accomplishing it. Gen. Black was 
 nominated simply because there was no other soldier on the 
 ticket, and the Democrats must have at least one soldier or they 
 can’t pose before the country as the soldier’s party. 

 But the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 took one last shot  for the day. 

 Gen. Black must feel highly grati�ied to be placed upon the ticket 
 with Tom Hendricks [Vice Presidential nominee], the famous rebel 
 sympathizer. 

 The Danville 	Leader	 , at least in its published columns,  still wondered if 
 Black would accept the nomination. 

 The Leader hopes General Black will accept, considering the fact 
 of his being nominated by acclimation. It doesn’t intimate the 
 actual condition of affairs, which was that no man could be found 
 before the meeting of the convention who would signify his 
 willingness to make the race. If there had been any one in the 
 district who wanted the job, it would not have been given out so 
 easily. Because of the eminence of General Black, he is forced to 
 suffer, if he will. If he does accept, the Leader says ‘there will be 
 such a storm of enthusiasm throughout the district as never 
 before existed.’ And after the storm, a great calm will come to the 
 Democracy in this district.  205 

 Black accepted the nomination, and upon doing so, released his political 
 creed. The following is a draft of those beliefs in his papers at the 
 Abraham Lincoln Library, Spring�ield, Illinois. 

 A GOOD POLITICAL CREED. 
 205  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 15, 1884. 
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 I  believe  in  a  government  simple,  ef�icient,  inexpensive  –  one 
 devoid  of  pomp  and  display,  expending  its  wealth  for  the  good 
 rather  than  the  empty  glory  of  the  people;  one  that  is 
 administered  with  the  least  expense  consistent  with  ef�iciency  and 
 safety,  and  that  shall  exercise  its  ultimate  powers  of  taxation  only 
 for  the  governmental  needs.  If  this  be  a  true  rule,  then  the  various 
 economic  and  �inancial  questions  that  arise  may  surely  be 
 adjusted in accordance therewith. 

 I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  a  proper  function  of  government  to  tax  the 
 whole  people  for  the  especial  bene�it  or  bounty  of  any  class  of  the 
 people  who  have  not  been  service  rendered  to  themselves  can 
 never entitle those who perform them to taxation in aid. 

 I  do  not  believe  that  any  system  of  industry  or  investment 
 established  in  pursuance  of  law,  even  on  a  false  basis  should  be 
 exposed  to  reckless  or  sudden  change  in  governmental  policy.  The 
 true  rule  should  be  applied  and  necessary  changes  made  by  such 
 gradual  processes  as  to  enable  those  who  have  invested  labor  or 
 capital,  to  conform  to  such  true  rules  with  the  largest  practical 
 notice  and  the  least  possible  loss.  I  believe  in  wise,  steady, 
 sensible reduction of taxation. 

 It  goes  without  saying  by  me  who  have  been  so  largely  bene�ited 
 by  the  pension  system  of  the  Government,  that  its  great  functions 
 should  be  used  for  worthy  veterans,  their  dependent  fathers  and 
 mothers,  and  those  widowed  and  orphaned  by  the  sword  and  the 
 sad  exigencies  of  war,  so  that  to  those  entitled  thereto  the  aid 
 extended  by  a  grateful  people  shall  be  fairly  and  equitably  paid,  as 
 partial  compensation  for  loss  of  health  and  natural  support.  I 
 believe  that  the  fact  that  a  man  has  been  accepted  by  the 
 Government  as  a  soldier  after  a  due  examination  by  a  Government 
 surgeon,  should  be  conclusive  as  to  his  physical  soundness  at  that 
 time. 

 Labor  and  capital  should  be  the  recipients  of  just  treatment;  no 
 man  and  no  government  can  thrive  by  inequity.  Capital  has  always 
 ef�icient  methods  for  securing  its  voice  in  national  affairs;  labor 
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 may  well  ask  that  full  and  especial  regard  be  paid  to  its  interest 
 and  especial  efforts  should  be  made  to  remove  from  all  �ields  of 
 competition convict contract labor or imported contract labor. 

 I  believe  that  every  unearned  or  forfeited  acre  of  public  land 
 should  revert  to  the  Government  and  that  all  the  public  domain 
 not  fairly  granted  away,  should  be  reserved  to  actual  settlers;  that 
 the  entire  system  of  land  grants  to  corporations  is  a  mistake  in 
 policy  and  wrong  in  results;  and  that  all  the  ungranted  lands  still 
 within  Government  control  should  be  held  in  sacred  trust  for  the 
 people. 

 I  believe  that  honest  is  the  only  true  policy  for  men  and  of�icers 
 and  Governments;  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  should 
 closely  guard  their  interests;  that  a  Congressman  is  a  watchman  as 
 well  as  a  law-maker;  and  that  he  should  exercise  the  full  powers  of 
 his  high  position  to  prevent  fraud,  check  imposition,  reduce 
 expenses,  restore  the  old-time  tests  of  capacity  and  honesty.  I  do 
 not  believe  that  any  man  has  the  right  to  vote  for  or  against  any 
 measure wherein he is �inancially concerned, directly or indirectly. 

 I  am  for  such  a  tariff  as  will  raise  the  necessary  revenues  to  pay 
 the Government expenses and obligations. 

 I  hold  with  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  that  no  system  or 
 scheme that raises one dollar more than this is robbery. 

 I  hold  that  in  the  levying  of  this  tariff  it  should  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
 afford  the  most  bene�it  to  the  American  laborer  and  investor, 
 having in view always the Government. 

 It  should  never  be  so  levied  as  to  foster  monopolies  or  put  the 
 American  people  at  the  mercy  of  combination,  protected  in  their 
 outrageous plans by the tariff.  206 

 It  was  too  good  to  be  true  as  far  as  the  Danville 	Daily	 	Commercial	
 thought. 

 206  General John Charles Black Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 
 Spring�ield, Illinois. You essayist thanks Michael Eberhardt, Esq., for �inding and 
 providing this political creed for inclusion in this essay. 
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 GENERAL  BLACK  has  formally  accepted  the  nomination  of  the 
 Democracy  as  their  candidate  for  Congress  in  this  district.  His 
 letter  of  acceptance  is  about  the  same  length  as  Cleveland’s,  and 
 the  heading  of  it,  says  it  is  perfect  and  unassailable.  The  General 
 believes  a  great  many  things,  which  he  sets  forth  in  his  letter, 
 among  which  is  ‘that  a  man  who  enjoys  of�ice  by  purchased  votes 
 is  the  enemy  of  his  country.’  From  this  we  take  it  that  the  General 
 will  make  no  effort  to  purchase  any  votes.  He  also  believes  ‘that 
 every  unearned  or  forfeited  acre  of  public  land  should  be  reverted 
 to  the  government.’  He  also  believes  ‘that  honesty  is  the  only  true 
 policy  for  men,  and  of�icers,  and  government.’  This  belief  ought  by 
 rights  to  take  the  General  out  of  the  Democratic  party,  for 
 entertaining  such  a  belief  with  that  party  will  naturally  cause  him 
 to  be  lonesome.  He  closes  by  saying  that  he  will  ‘not  be  able  to 
 devote  time  or  labor  to  the  canvass  at  home  earlier  than  the 
 second  or  third  week  in  October.’  He  also  thinks  that  the  matter  of 
 the  canvass  is  not  very  important,  which,  in  his  case,  is  very  likely 
 correct.  His  undoubtedly  reasons  that  it  would  be  time  and 
 thought wasted for naught.  207 

 The  addition  of  the  belief  as  to  “purchased  votes”  appears  to  have  been 
 added  to  Black’s  last  draft,  as  released  to  the  public.  The  Danville 	Daily	
	Commercial	  nicely  twists  the  real  import  of  Black’s  assertion  of  vote 
 purchasing  that  rested  on  reports  that  the  wealthy  bankers  Cannon, 
 both Joe and Will, routinely bought votes within the district.  208 

 Black’s  decision  not  to  campaign  in  the  district  until  mid-October  may 
 have  been  based  on  another  reason:  his  speaking  commitments  for  the 
 State  and  National  Democratic  parties.  For  example,  Black  was  in  Cairo, 
 Illinois for a speech at Hodges Park on September 13  th  . 

 General  Black  will  be  there  to  address  the  public,  and  as  the 
 General  is  one  of  the  �inest  orators  in  the  country,  and  a  man  of 
 national character, he should be honored with a grand turnout.  209 

 209  Cairo 	Bulletin,	 September 12, 1884. 

 208  This implied assertion would become blatantly assertive in the 1890 election 
 canvass of Cannon and Busey. 

 207  September 23, 1884. 
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 With  Black  now  of�icially  in  the  canvass,  Cannon  offered  Black  the 
 opportunity  of  a  joint  canvass  of  the  district.  210  The  following  is  how  the 
 letters  appeared  in  the  Hoopeston 	Chronicle	  on  September  23,  1884. 
 This exchange suggests just how nasty the campaign might become. 

 210  The editors at the Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 opined to Cannon when he informed 
 them of his offer, that “the general would not accept, that he wouldn’t descend to 
 dis cuss practical questions, but would continue to hold up the Egyptian Pyramids, 
 the Appian way, the Coliseum, the Graschi [Gracchi] and other heathens to the 
 deleictation [sic] of his audiences because they know nothing about those things. . . 
 .” September 23, 1884. 
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 The Danville 	Daily	News	 saw Black’s refusal in a different  way. 

 It had been more than hinted, at various times that Mr. CANNON 
 would not dare to meet Gen. BLACK in joint discussion. How far 
 this boast was an element in determining Mr. Cannon’s action in 
 sending the polite invitation to Gen. Black, we know not, and it 
 matters not. All who know Mr. Cannon have no fears of his 
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 meeting Mr. BLACK, or generally anybody else, in joint debate.  211 

 Mr. CANNON states the real object of his challenge in his rejoinder 
 to Gen. BLACK. 

 No one can read Gen. BLACK’s reply without at once seeing that he 
 made a studied effort to accomplish a strategic movement and 
 gain two points. 

 1  st  . To evade a public discussion with Mr. CANNON. 

 2  nd  . To evade it in a letter which Mr. CANNON would  not dare to 
 publish. 

 In the �irst he has succeeded. In the last he has failed, �inding Mr. 
 CANNON to be too courageous to be frightened by the General’s 
 insinuations of a family quarrel. 

 Mr. Cannon’s rejoinder is, like the man, direct, clear, courteous and 
 fearless. 

 The public will not fail to see that General Black’s fear of a family 
 quarrel is an excuse to evade the discussion, and will not fail to 
 correctly decide that he evades it because he is conscious that, 
 with all his eloquence and rhetoric, he cannot maintain the 
 Democratic platform and record-its sins and its history-before the 
 people of this district by the side of a man so fully armed with 
 facts and ability as Mr. CANNON.  212 

 The 	Leader’s	 predicted ‘storm of enthusiasm throughout  the district as 
 never before existed’ faced a quick dissipation after it became known 
 Black had rejected Cannon’s offer for a joint canvass. 

 The Chicago 	Tribune	 noted 

 212  September 21, 1884. 

 211  This can be con�irmed in the Congressional Record for the six Congresses in 
 Cannon’s career. An examination of his exchanges in debates with Democratic 
 Congressman Holman of  Indiana will disabuse this belief. 
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 Danville, Ill., Sept. 22.-[Special]-Gen. Black, in declining a joint 
 discussion with Mr. Cannon, is following the plan laid down for 
 him by his political friends, and he will not speak at all in this 
 campaign in this district.”  213 

 Three days later, the 	Tribune	 reported 

 They had no doubt when they nominated [Black] that he would 
 ‘beard the lion in his den,’ but this he is afraid to do. He hesitates 
 at no abuse of the Republican party and its candidates, but when 
 asked to prove his charges in the face of the representative of the 
 party he accuses [Cannon] he does not do it.  214 

 The St. Louis Globe-Democrat, under the headline 	Showed		the	White	
	Feather		215		,	 observed 

 The promise of a lively canvass in the Congressional race in this 
 (Fifteenth) Congressional District had a serious set back in this 
 city [Danville] to-day. The Democrats nominated Gen. J. C. Black to 
 oppose the present incumbent, the Hon. J. G. Cannon, who has 
 been renominated by the Republicans, thinking that he (Black) 
 would draw enough votes from the Republicans to beat Cannon. 
 As soon as Black was nominated Cannon sent him a challenge for a 
 joint discussion. Black has a national reputation as a speaker, and 
 his admirers never doubted but that he would march boldly up to 
 the Cannon’s mouth. But this morning Mr. Black declined to enter 
 a joint discussion and votes are rapidly drifting away from the 
 ‘white feather.’ The republicans are now more than ever 
 determined to carry out their threat to ‘skin Black alive.”  216 

 Champaign County Republicans saw the “no speech” tactic as a trick to 
 lure Republican votes for Black. 

 216  September 23, 1884. 
 215  Symbol of cowardice. 

 214  The report is a “Special” from Danville. It reads like a Phocion Howard piece., 
 suggesting its author was Phocion. 

 213  September 23, 1884. This tactic was actually adopted by Democrat Samuel T. 
 Busey in his successful campaign against Cannon in 1890. 
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 A very ingenious scheme is now being worked in the interest of 
 Gen. Black, the Democratic candidate for Congress in this district. 
 A personal canvass is to be made and the General himself will not 
 make any speeches here. His henchmen, however, will urge 
 Republicans to vote for him because he was a soldier, was 
 wounded, is a good fellow, and assert that, as the Democrats have 
 over eighty majority in the House, one or two more or less won’t 
 make any difference. 

 This is all very �ine, but it is only bait on the Democratic hook. The 
 Republicans are under no obligations to Gen. Black because he 
 was a soldier. He deserted the party to which he belonged for a 
 congressional nomination at the hands of the Democracy, a party 
 that did all it could to hinder and get him killed while he was a 
 soldier. The government has made very good provision for him for 
 the General’s comfort by giving him, as we believe, the largest 
 monthly pension given to any general of�icer who was wounded. 
 That he is a good fellow, a genial gentleman and a pleasant 
 companion, we concede. That the Republicans will be in the 
 minority in the next House of Representatives, we don’t believe. At 
 any rate, every vote counts one in reducing the Democrats to a 
 minority, and we are in favor of �iring every one out that it is 
 possible to beat by votes. The prospects now are that there will be 
 a Republican majority in the next Congress. While General Black is 
 a good fellow, he would be just as bad a Democrat, once elected to 
 Congress, as Bob Toombs or Bill Morrison. He would vote for 
 every Democratic measure that came up, and whatever the caucus 
 said he would do. As a citizen of Illinois, Gen. Black is all right; but 
 as a Democratic member of Congress he would be all wrong. Let 
 Republicans beware of making any trades whereby they are to 
 vote for Democratic congressmen, for members of Congress are of 
 more importance than even a President. Don’t swap votes for 
 anybody.-Champaign Gazette  217 

 The Illinois State 	Journal	 took Black to task in a  column reprinted by the 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 on September 27, 1884. 

 217  Danville 	Daily	Commercial,	 September 20, 1884. 
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 Really and at heart, we suspect there is a much wider difference 
 between General Black and his expected supporters than there is 
 between Mr. Cannon and any individual Republicans of his 
 District. The principles of the Republican party are tangible and so 
 clearly de�ined that they are the same in all latitudes and under all 
 meridians. On the other hand, Democracy is an uncertain 
 quantity-being construed to mean one thing in one place and quite 
 another thing in another locality. This is especially the case in 
 reference to the tariff and all the issues growing out of the late 
 war. Upon these issues Gen. Black is unwilling to go before the 
 people of his District as a Democrat, even while consenting to 
 accept a Democratic nomination. Is this courageous, is it just to 
 the party which has chosen him as its champion? 

 The Mattoon 	Gazette	 directly took on the “vote for  Black” because he 
 was a soldier tactic in its September 19, 1884 issue, and in the process 
 identi�ied the precise reasons why the district should keep Cannon in his 
 job. 

 Although it is possible that several other parties may arise with 
 their candidates for popular favor before November, yet the 
 Fifteenth district is a poor �ield for ‘independents” of any political 
 creed. If a voter in this district expects to carry any in�luence he 
 must either be a whole republican or a whole democrat-in action 
 at least. However disaffected he may feel at heart, or whatever 
 breadth of doctrine he may conceive in advance of his party, he is 
 lost when he attempts any middle ground. The leaders of the 
 congressional forces, Joseph G. Cannon and John Charles Black, are 
 both personally known to be men of ability in their respective 
 ways. Gen. Black was always a man of great personal popularity, 
 and it is whispered that as a last resort in this soldier year the 
 democrats hope to whip Cannon with Charley’s shoulder-straps. 
 Now Charles was a handsome youth, who turned the heads of all 
 the girls twenty-�ive years ago; he made a �ine-looking of�icer, and 
 soldiers have a wonderfully friendly feeling for one another after 
 they have tented on the same �ield and slept in the same blanket. 
 But when John Charles comes to the soldier’s love feasts has any 
 testimony of mule meat and southern prisons in his repertoire? 
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 If his army service had brought him deeper experiences he might 
 not now be training with that party which, in the South, regards 
 service in the confederate army as a special card for political 
 preferment. The bravery that faces death in a con�lict of arms is in 
 a large degree physical. Gen. Black was, in his early manhood, 
 regarded as one of nature’s best efforts in physical development. 
 But manly beauty, personal popularity, or soldierly bravery, will 
 not turn the heads of old soldier voters who fought to conquer the 
 traitors that Gen. Black is now attempting to assist to power. They 
 may love and esteem their old comrade as they did many a 
 confederate friend during the stormy days of the war. They can 
 chat over their walnuts and wine now as they did over hardtack 
 and coffee then, but now as then, when election day comes, each 
 voter will get within his own lines to win victory or defeat for the 
 principles he represents, with little thought of sentimental 
 friendships. 

 Joseph G. Cannon, regardless of the criticism of the few who are 
 consumed with ambition themselves, is as popular a 
 representative in his own district as any mortal man can be. He is 
 not specially skilled in grace and suavity of manner, but he is 
 thoroughly well versed in business affairs and all the hard facts 
 and careful minutia that go to create a practical lawmaker. Oratory 
 has been the bane of many a legislative body, for the reason that 
 too often oratory in man, like beauty in woman, is ‘only skin deep,’ 
 and it has been too much the custom formerly, to give precedence 
 to the tongue. But Mr. Cannon has shown to the satisfaction of 
 three hundred representatives from other states, that he has 
 ability of which any district may well be proud. By his painstaking 
 methods and never faltering industry, he has won his way to a 
 leadership which he will keep if the republicans of the district do 
 they duty this fall. He triumphed over General Black eight years 
 ago when the democrats were aided by greenbackers, and General 
 Black was just as eloquent, just as handsome and just as popular 
 then as now. There is no good reason why this district should not 
 follow the example of Maine and pile up a republican majority this 
 year that will even satisfy the highest expectations of the 
 democrats, and the Gazette believes it will be done. 
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 The Danville 	Daily	News	 asked Black to “set the example of voting for 
 soldiers simply because they are soldiers, before he asks soldiers to vote 
 for him simply because he was a soldier. Until he is magnanimous 
 enough to treat his comrades as he would have them treat him neither 
 he nor his friends must expect Republican soldiers to vote for him.”  218 

 An original column of the Danville 	Leader	 on the controversy 
 surrounding the “joint campaign” as proposed by Cannon was retained 
 by Cannon and put in his scrapbook  219  as a “memento”  of the campaign. 
 It appeared in the September 26, 1884 	Leader	 , under  the headline 
 CANNON’S WHINE: 

 219  Joseph G. Cannon Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Spring�ield, 
 Illinois, Scrapbook 1884-1902. 

 218  September 30, 1884. See also the Danville 	Daily		Commercial’s	 analysis of this 
 issue for Black in its late September editions. 

 123 



 124 



 125 



 By the end of September, another problem arose for Black. It was 
 reported in the Tuscola 	Journal	

 The soldiers are not taking kindly to Gen. Black, owing to his 
 having charged them $25 for orating to them at their reunion at 
 Sidney.  220 

 The Republican press, recognizing an opening of attack in Black’s refusal 
 not only to debate Cannon, but also not speaking in the district, if at all, 
 until October, continued to nip at Black’s heels on the matter. The 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 pointed out that Black’s tactic  to ask the veterans of 
 the Fifteenth District to vote for him, just because he was a soldier, and 
 not because of the policies of the Democracy, “counts as nothing with 
 General Black politically; the fact a man is a Democrat counts everything 
 with him politically. . . .”  221  Noting that Black’s  managers are engaging in 
 a ‘still hunt,’ it appears they think “it is best for General Black to keep his 
 mouth closed lest he should say something that would drive away his 
 soldier friends.”  222  The Mattoon 	Gazette,	 spot on in  its analysis, noted 
 that Black’s declination of a joint canvass “could not gloss over the 
 glaring inconsistencies of his party, so the General showed his 
 shrewdness in golden silence.”  223 

 In early August, it was announced that Black would speak at the G. A. R. 
 reunion at the fair grounds in Delavan, Tazewell County, the third day of 
 the fair, on September 17  th  .  224 

 Black’s silence extended beyond the State. He had been scheduled to 
 speak at a monster Democratic gathering in Shelbyville, Indiana on 
 September 25  th  . Vice Presidential candidate Hendricks,  former House 
 Speaker Randall, and other national Democrats, were advertised as 
 speaking. Over 30,000 attended and enjoyed thirty steers and �ifty 
 sheep, but the luminaries, including Black did not show up. That may 
 have been wise, though: the barbeque was “followed by a rip-roaring 

 224  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , August 11, 1884. 
 223  September 26, 1884. 
 222  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 24, 1884. 
 221  September 24, 1884. 
 220  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 30, 1884. 
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 drunk, and accompanied with a score of �ights, and robberies 
 innumerable. . . .” Such a show did not help the Democrat party.  225 

 While the fuss over Black’s refusal to debate Cannon played out in the 
 newspapers, the other Vermilion County candidates went about their 
 business. The African-American Blaine-Logan Club, the Black Eagles, 
 held a meeting in Beyer’s hall on September 18  th  ,  where Joseph Grant 
 and William H. White spoke. The Star band provided the music.  226  While 
 Phocion Howard was not a candidate, his role as a newspaperman 
 covering the campaigns kept him busy. He went to Belleville on 
 September 19  th  to cover General R. G. Oglesby’s speech  as the 
 Republican Gubernatorial candidate.  227  Jesse Harper  went to Robinson, 
 Illinois on September 15  th  to speak there and at Carmi  on the 16  th  .  228  and 
 also told the 	News	 Harper would speak in Burlington  Junction, Iowa, 
 during the next week.  229 

 Cannon was not “letting any grass grow” under his feet as he waited for 
 the Democrats to pick a candidate and accept the nomination. His 
 speech in Decatur, as recounted above, appears to be his standard 
 “stump speech” for the canvass, modi�ied as required to meet the time 
 limitations (if any) in his political appearances. In early September it 
 was announced that Cannon would spend September 15  th  to the 20  th 

 speaking in Champaign and Ford Counties at Ivesdale, Seymour, Urbana, 
 Fisher, Mahomet, Rantoul, Homer, Orizaba, Gifford and Ludlow.  230  He 
 then went to Edgar County, where, 	inter	alia	 , “spoke  in Paris, Ill., on 
 [September 22  nd  ] to 4,000 people. He showed, in an  able manner, the 
 fallacy of the free-trade doctrine and the effect of the policy of 
 protection.”  231  He was back in Urbana for a speech on  September 26  th,  .  232 

 The Champaign County 	Herald	 reported “Hon. J. G. Cannon  talked to the 
 people at this place, last Friday evening [26  th  ],  and told some good 
 truths, and showed the polygamy plank in the democratic platform, and 

 232  Danville 	Daily	Comme	 rcial, September 25, 1884. 
 231  Indianapolis 	Journal,	 September 24, 1884. 
 230  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 4, 1884. 
 229  Danville 	Daily	News	 , September 16, 1884. 
 228  Danville 	Daily	News	 , September 16, 1884. 
 227  Danville 	Daily	News,	 September 20, 1884. 
 226  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 18/19, 1884. 

 225  Indianapolis, 	Journal	 , September 26 and 27, 1884; Boston 	Globe	 , September 26, 
 1884; 
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 told the boys how Grover Cleveland got his collars off.” The Urbana 
 courthouse was “�illed to over�lowing.”  233  “There were  500 torch bearers 
 in the procession”  234  held, in inclement weather,  235  with  Cannon’s 
 speech. On the 29  th  , Cannon spoke to over �ive hundred  people in 
 Sidell.  236 

 The line of travel for Cannon suggests he was staying close to Danville in 
 the last days of September, and there was a reason. A GRAND RALLY was 
 organized for Danville on October 1, 1884. 

 The greatest political demonstration that has occurred in Danville 
 for many years will be the Oglesby rally October 1  st  .  Invitations 
 have been extended to all clubs in the county to participate. In 
 addition there will be clubs here from Paris, Chrisman, Eugene, 
 Newport, Homer, Perrysville, Covington, Attica, Williamsport, 
 Watseka, West Lebanon, St. Joseph, Urbana and Champaign. 
 Following Oglesby in the address in the afternoon, Hon. T. H. 
 Nelson [the attorney who defended Cannon’s father in the 1847 
 prosecution for harboring an African-American], Terre Haute; Col. 
 Van Sellar, Paris; Hon. M. W. Mathews, Urbana, and Hon. J. G. 
 Cannon, this city. The number of torches that will be in the 
 procession will reach up into the thousands. There will be all the 
 way from ten to �ifteen bands in the line.  237 

 Gen. Lew Wallace, with Hon. Mike White (“one of the leading speakers in 
 the Wabash valley”) were added to the speaker’s list for the rally on 
 October 1  st  .  238 

 The I. B. and W. is selling round trip tickets for $1.05 good on any 
 train going or coming. The committee having the matter in charge 
 will run an excursion train for Champaign and Urbana by the 
 Wabash, leaving at 5 o’clock and returning after the [rally]. It is 

 238  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 29, 1884. 
 237  Danville 	Daily	News,	 September 24, 1884. 
 236  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 30, 1884. 
 235  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , September 27, 1884. 
 234  Bloomington 	Pantagraph,	 September 27, 1884. 
 233  Danville 	Daily	News	 , September 27, 1884. 
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 expected that about one thousand persons will go from the two 
 cities, while a large number will be added at Sidney and Homer.  239 

 Black, perhaps wanting to get out of Danville to avoid the onslaught of 
 Republicans, went to Bloomington on September 30  th.  in anticipation of 
 a large Democratic rally at Lexington. He joined Texas Governor 
 Hubbard, Carter Harrison, and Indiana Senator McDonald. “The 
 speeches were each about an hour in length, and contained but little 
 new.”  240  Fifteen thousand people attended.  241 

 . 
 As September came to a close, there was at least one event that showed 
 that even in the seriousness of presidential and congressional campaign, 
 some fun could rise to entertain the politically inclined.  The following 
 story appeared in the Danville 	Daily	News	 , and while  it may seem to be a 
 bit �luffy, it also illustrates just how seriously those who had “dogs in the 
 �ight” took even the slightest hint of intelligence and turned it into what 
 ultimately was a day’s worth of entertainment over nothing. 

	Trouble	in	the	Camp	

 Early yesterday morning the NEWS reporter snuffed the battle 
 from afar. There seemed to be trouble all along the line in seven or 
 eight of the political camps. On one corner leading republicans 
 were knocking heads together in close conversation. On another 
 corner representative democrats were whispering, looking 
 solemn and gesticulating. In the back room on East Main the 
 greenbackers were consorting. In a front room not far from the 
 public library the St. John prohibitionists were in solemn confab. 
 Col. Johnson of the Commercial, was dodging, Shoaff, of the Leader, 
 and Cronkhite, of the Ledger, was chasing Al Harper and the NEWS 
 reporter around to ‘get on’ to the trouble. 

 Early in the morning Mrs. Col. Jesse Harper drove to the postof�ice 
 [in the east wing the �irst �loor of the courthouse, with the 
 Cannon’s Second National Bank and brother Bill as President in 
 the �irst �loor west wing] and mailed a peck of letters. W. P. 

 241  Monrroeville, Indiana, 	Breeze,	 October 9, 1884. 
 240  Bloomington 	Pantagraph	 , October 3, 1884. 
 239  Champaign County 	Herald	 , Wednesday October 1, 1884. 
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 Cannon, H. P. Blackburn, W. R. Lawrence, Col. Johnson, F. 
 Bookwalter, and Col. Calhoun [all but Johnson, lawyers], watched 
 Mrs. Harper’s movement with detective’s eyes. In the meantime 
 Joe Mann sent his hoodlum for Dr. Barton and Howard Myers and 
 then telephoned General Black. Carnot B. Fenton rushed out the 
 rear door of his hardware store and waylaid Leverenz the 
 shoemaker and Freeman the painter. 

 The NEWS reporter made several efforts to run the sensation 
 down, but no sooner would he appear in the midst of one of these 
 crowds than they would vanish into thin air. By ten o’clock all 
 sorts of rumors were in circulation, all kinds of suspicions were 
 engendered. Mr. Joe Mann openly challenged Mr. W. P. Cannon to 
 deny his receiving a message announcing that Mr. Blaine had 
 withdrawn, and Mr. Cannon dared Mr. Mann to deny, on his honor 
 as a man, that he had not received a message from Thomas 
 Hendricks giving the particulars of Mr. Cleveland’s withdrawal. 
 Mrs. Col. Harper refused to talk to anyone, though Mr. Murphy of 
 Western Union Telegraph said he would neither deny nor af�irm 
 that Mrs. Jesse Harper had received a dispatch. Upon the part of 
 Mr. Fenton, he was equally reticent. Still he would say that it might 
 be possible that Carter H. Harrison would withdraw from the 
 canvass and that the Democratic State Committee would 
 substitute our own distinguished citizen, Jesse Harper, as its 
 candidate. ‘In which event,’ continued Mr. Freeman [Fenton], 
 Danville will have a Governor.’ 

 Thus the day wore on, it being observable that the only calm and 
 dispassionate politicians were the St. John Prohibitionists. Park 
 Martin kept his nose close to his books, and the W. C. T. U went 
 about distributing charity as usual. There was a ‘hen’ on 
 somewhere, but if any eggs were laid our reporter couldn’t �ind 
 them.  242 

 Vermilion County Democrats also had to survive a sex scandal involving 
 one of its county committeemen. Noting that he “has no equal,” 

 242  September 18, 1884. 
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 He has got into another of his numerous ‘affairs’ with women. This 
 is the second case within a year in which he has caused the 
 parting of husband and wife. The latest occurred last Sunday 
 night. It is reported that he says he was ‘seduced,’ that he was out 
 in his barn lot feeding his hogs, when Mrs. W., his next door 
 neighbor, called him over to talk with him, and that in a short time 
 her husband returned from church and found him there. The 
 circumstances and appearances showed to the returning husband 
 the immoral actions of his wife and the Democratic committeeman 
 too plainly to allow any parleying. The husband ordered his wife 
 to leave, and the D. C. sneaked out the best way he could. The wife 
 has since left town. Our readers can do their own 
 commenting.-Potomac 	News		243	

 Informal polls on trains �illed up some space in the papers. On the train 
 from Danville to Hoopeston on the evening of the 25  th  ,  the poll revealed 
 49 for Blaine, 20 for Cleveland, St. John 1 and 2 for Butler, with “most of 
 the Cleveland men in the smoking car about three sheets to the wind.”  244 

 On September 29  th  , the St Louis 	Globe-Dispatch	 reported  on the state of 
 the congressional campaign in the Fifteenth. It noted that many in the 
 district saw Black, formerly a Republican during the war, as a man who 
 had switched parties in order to obtain of�ice, and who seeks soldier’s 
 votes yet dares to charge veterans $25 for a speaking engagement and 
 receives a pension of $100 per month. The Democrats, like 1876 when 
 the Greenbacks did support Black for Congress, in 1884, were again 
 trying to force the Greenbacks to support him by forcing the 
 congressional Greenback candidate out of the race, going so far as to 
 fraudulently broadcast throughout the district that he had withdrawn 
 when, in fact, he didn’t. That has put the Greenback candidate 
 to“unsheathe his scalping knife [and put him on the] warpath. His 
 followers are actively organizing in all parts of the district and none of 
 their votes worth mentioning will be cast for Gen. Black.” 

	OCTOBER	1884	

 244  Hoopeston 	Chronicle	 , September 26, 1884. 
 243 	Hoopeston	Chronicle,	September	15,	1884.	
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 Danville’s planning for the Republican rally on October 1  st  was intense. 
 The Reception committee consisted of thirteen Danvillians, with two 
 parades, one in the afternoon and one in the evening. The afternoon 
 parade would begin at 1 o’clock, form on east Main, march west to 
 Vermilion and then north to the fair grounds. The evening parade would 
 form on west Main, march to the Wabash depot, then countermarch on 
 Main to Vermilion, north on Vermilion to Williams, west to Franklin, 
 south to Madison, west to Gilbert, south to North, east to Vermilion and 
 south to the public square.  245  H. P. Blackburn was appointed  President of 
 the Day.  246 

 Anticipating a large number of veteran soldiers who were members of 
 the Grand Army of the Republic, [“G. A. R.”], the G. A. R. Commander John 
 S. Kountz, from its headquarters in Toledo, Ohio, sent a letter to the 
 Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 reminding its members that  it was strictly 
 NON-PARTISAN, and that 

 No of�icer or comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic shall in 
 any manner use the organization for partisan purposes, and no 
 discussion of partisan questions shall be permitted at any of the 
 meetings, nor shall any nomination for political of�ice be made. 

 The wearing of a Grand Army badge or uniform at a political 
 meeting is in the highest degree improper, and comrades should 
 refrain from so offending against the spirit of our Rules and 
 Regulations.  247 

 An exhaustive account of the rally appeared in the October 2, 1884 
 Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 . R. J.  Oglesby was the  featured politician and 
 gave the principal speech. He spoke for two hours. General Lew Wallace 
 spoke at night, while Cannon, among others, gave brief speeches in the 
 afternoon. In the evening, 

 It was admitted by every candid and fair-minded person, that it 
 was decidedly the largest and most enthusiastic political gathering 
 ever before seen in Danville, and that the number of torches in the 

 247  Published in the September 30, 1884 edition. 
 246  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 30, 1884. 
 245  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , September 30  th  . 
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 procession numbered not less than 4,000. There were hundreds of 
 Republicans that would have marched in the procession had there 
 been suf�icient torches.  248 

 Under the headline A GREAT DAY FOR DANVILLE, the Chicago 	Tribune	
 reported over 15,000 people in attendance.  249  Eight  bands provided 
 entertainment, as well as several glee clubs.  250  While  this rally was a big 
 deal for Vermilion County Republicans, a bigger deal came upon the 
 horizon on October 4  th  . 

 It is now de�initely arranged that Hon. James Gillespie Blaine, the 
 next president, will be in Danville an hour or more on the morning 
 of Friday, Oct. 24  th  . He will be enroute from Indianapolis  to 
 Spring�ield and will be received here by the State Central 
 Committee. Preparations are now pending to properly receive the 
 distinguished visitor. 

 The Hon. Emory E. Storrs,  251  of Chicago, will probably  speak in 
 Danville on that day.  252 

 Black’s appearance at the Democratic rally in Lexington, Illinois received 
 some criticism. Noting that General Black’s declination letter to Cannon 
 suggested he had no time for speeches, 

 Yet he has time to meet Governor HUBBARD of Texas, a prominent 
 ex-rebel of Texas, at Lexington, Illinois, and speak for free trade 
 and the Democratic party with the ex-rebel, and unite with him to 
 defeat the two gallant wounded soldiers, OGLESBY and General 
 SMITH, and all the other Union soldiers opposed to General 
 BLACK and Governor HUBBARD.  253 

 253  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 6, 1884. The NEWS pointed  out that Hubbard was 
 an unreconstructed rebel, holding the same views today that he did during his 
 service as a rebel soldier. 

 252  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 4, 1884. 

 251 

 https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=coo1.ark:/13960/t9s18j49j&view=1up&seq 
 =57&skin=2021&q1=Storrs 

 250  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette,	 October 2, 1884. 
 249  October 2, 1884. 
 248  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 2, 1884. 
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 On October 3  rd  , Cannon spoke at Tolono, Illinois,  where the Champaign 
 County glee club provided the music.  254  Between 1,500  and 2,000 people 
 attended, and Cannon spoke for two hors, con�irming “he is solid with 
 the people here.”  255 

 At some point Black promised to correct all kinds of abuses against the 
 people. The Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 asked 

 Does the record of the past give good promise of such a career? 
 Ask some of the soldier boys for whom he has done business in a 
 legal capacity, and the Grand Army Posts he has spoken to. Does 
 forty or �ifty per cent. for the collection of soldiers claims [his fee 
 for legal services] show a disposition to improve the public service 
 by his being installed therein? When he charges $25 for a Grand 
 Army speech among his old soldier neighbors in an adjoining 
 county, will it inspire them with a belief that he above all others 
 should represent them in Congress?. . . .There is also a report 
 tolerably current that the General not many years ago ‘received’ 
 [acted as a court-appointed receiver for the Spring�ield, Ef�ingham 
 & Southeastern narrow-gauge road  256  ] an Illinois railroad  not far 
 distant from his home, and up to the present date it is said that he 
 hasn’t let go of much of it. 

 Black’s decision not to engage in a joint debate with Cannon would not 
 go away. On October 7, 1884, the Danville 	Daily	News	 published excerpts 
 from various newspapers in the district commenting on such refusal. In 
 what the twenty-�irst century would call “disinformation,” The 
 Democratic 	Organ	 opined 

 While thousands of people will assemble to hear Gen. Black 
 discuss any subject, only hundreds come to hear Mr. Cannon. It 
 was wonderful presumption on the part of Mr. Cannon to think he 
 could catch Gen. Black off his guard and engage him in a contest 
 where his position would be that of a cat’s-paw pulling chestnuts 
 our of the �ire for his (Cannon’s) bene�it. 

 256  Illinois State 	Journal,	 January 19, 1882. 
 255  Danville Daily News, October 8, 1884. 
 254  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 6, 1884. 
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 Black did speak within the Fifteenth District on Saturday night, October 
 4  th  , in Charleston, Illinois. More than 5,000 people  listened to Black, and 
 ex-Governor Hubbard, of Texas.  257 

 While Black ventured south, Cannon worked Vermilion County, 
 appearing in Rossville on October 9  th  and Marysville  [Potomac] on 
 October 13  th  .  258  Cannon then went west, appearing in  Gifford on the 14  th  , 
 Philo the 15  th  ,  259  Rantoul on the 16  th  , and St. Joseph  on the 17  th  .  260  Later it 
 was announced he would speak at Somer school-house on October 17  th 

 at 7. p.m.,  261  and in Champaign on October 25  th  .  262 

 The Black assertion of a Republican intra-party dissatisfaction with 
 Cannon had some, if not a limited basis. M. W. Mathews, as editor of the 
 Champaign County 	Herald,	 published a column on October  8  th 

 attempting to put that matter to rest, but in the process revealed some 
 of the hardball tactics used by some Cannon supporters against 
 Mathews. Mathews noted that Cannon personally knew that he 
 supported Cannon’s reelection, even after he lost his challenge of 
 Cannon in March, but some Cannon supporters, without Cannon’s 
 support, were writing letters to various parts of the district asking 
 Republicans there not to invite Mathews to speak. Mathews wanted to 
 set the record straight, asserted that he stood by Cannon, and attacked 
 Black in the process.  263 

 Where did Vermilion County local miners �it in this election” The 
 Democratic bill sponsored by Illinois Representative Morrison put coal 
 on the free list of tariffs. The Danville 	Daily	News	 reported this would 

 263  October 8, 1884. 
 262  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , October 15, 1884. 

 261  Both the Democrats and Republicans held a rally at the school. Wm. B. Webber 
 and judge W. D. Somers, were the principal Democratic speakers before a full 
 house. Cannon’s speech two nights later included a “larger crowd.” Champaign 
 County 	Herald	 , October 22, 1884. 

 260  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 6, 1884. 

 259  The Danville 	Daily	News	 had a “a special by telephone  to the 	News	 [saying] the 
 audience was the largest of the campaign, and the enthusiasm was unbounded. 
 There was a delegation of over 200 from Tolono present.” October 16, 1884. 

 258  Danville 	Daily	News	 and 	Daily	Commercial	 , both October  7, 1884. 
 257  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 7, 1884. 
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 result in coal pouring in from foreign sources, reducing its price and 
 wages for miners as well the need to mine it in the  Illinois. Surely, the 
 miners knew for whom to vote for Congress in the upcoming election.  264 

 On October 9  th  , the weather was perfect and the Democrats  took 
 advantage and held a rally in Danville. The principal speaker was 
 Governor Hubbard of Texas. The marshals for the Democratic party 
 were W. P. Davis, John R. McReynolds, Thomas O’Neil, and J. D. 
 Cummings. The party formed a parade on east Main at 1 o’clock, and 
 marched to Vermilion, and then north to the fairgrounds. Some carried 
 signs that read “30,000 Business Failures in 5 Years;” “Hendricks and 
 Revenge;” “Burn this Letter;”  265  “Remember My Wife and Children;” “Our 
 Liberties we Prize;” “Our Rights we Will Maintain; and “State 
 Sovereighty [sic].” One wagon in the parade had a cage with a man 
 chained inside and two guards, under a sign “No Irishman Need Apply.” 
 It was intended to illustrate McSweeney in an English prison and 
 Blaine’s refusal to help him. Speeches were given at the fair grounds, 
 and after Hubbard talked Gen. Black made some brief comments, 
 suggesting that the people of the district should vote for him just to 
 show that the people retained the right to replace Cannon. Black also 
 ended his “still hunt.” 

 The General also announced his purpose to make a number of 
 speeches in the county, as Mr. Mann had announced them before 
 the General began to speak; he says he is armed well with facts 
 and J. G. Cannon is also well armed with the same weapons, and it 
 occurred to many that it would be interesting to hear them in joint 
 discussion, but all remember that the General declines.  266 

 An evening parade also celebrated the Democrats and it was estimated 
 about 1,200+/- participated in it. 

 Black’s �irst recorded speech in the County was in Hoopeston, October 
 13, 1884.  267  In it, the General played on his weak string  of a change of 

 267  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 11, 1885. 

 266  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 9, 1884 and Danville  Daily News, October 10, 
 18874. 

 265  Blaine’s admonition to destroy a compromising letter in the Mulligan scandal. 
 264  October 8, 1884. See also its October 31, 1884 edition. 

 136 



 measures and a change of men.  268  Cannon appeared in State Line City, 
 Indiana, speaking in support Eugene Bundy (New Castle) Republican 
 Lieutenant Governor candidate, and J. T. Johnson, the Republican 
 congressional candidate.  269  Danville contributed three  marching clubs, 
 the Plumed Knights, the Plug Hat Brigade, and Young Men’s club, with 
 the Tilton band. They went on a special train that left the Wabash depot 
 at 7:15 and returned at 11:15.  270 

 The 	Daily	News	 reported in the same edition 

 Mr. John T. Downing, formerly a teacher of this [Danville] city, now 
 of Washington, D. C., in a private letter to a friend says ‘the people 
 of Washington speak of our J. G. Cannon as one of the ablest men 
 in Congress. And are anxious to have him returned.’ 

 As to Cannon’s work in Congress, the Danville 	Daily		Commercial	
 published an extended report on Cannon’s accomplishments during his 
 �irst �ive Congresses. It noted that at each election people ask, “What has 
 he done?” 

 The question is usually a stumper to the masses of voters and 
 supporters of Mr. Cannon, because so very few of them ever 
 looked into the records of congress or heard them spoken of. 

 The paper then summarized, using the 	Congressional		Record	 Indexes as 
 a guide, all that Cannon had done starting in the 43  rd  Congress, and 
 concluded, the record “gives the lie to the statement that he has done 
 nothing.”  271 

 A grand Democratic rally occurred in Paris on October 14  th  , and Black 
 went down on the train with Carter Harrison, who spent the night in 

 271  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 14, 1884. 
 270  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 13, 1884. 

 269  Cannon went on to Indianapolis, with H. P. Blackburn, and returned to Danville. 
 on Sunday. Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 14, 1884. 

 268  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 22, 1884. 

 137 



 Danville at the Arlington.  272  He came and went in peace, i.e., no political 
 comments, and Black breakfasted with him.  273  It was  reported 

 Carter Harrison and Gen. Black had a meeting in Paris on Tuesday 
 last. Of the meeting the Paris correspondent of the Terre Haute 
 Express says: The city has never witnesses such a crowd, as 
 records to disorderly conduct in its history. Several were howling 
 drunk, several �ights, one man had his ear bit completely off, one 
 poor fellow shot in the stomach and it is thought will die. When 
 the news from Ohio and this action closed they started for home, 
 making the night hideous with yells. Some yelled for Jeff Davis. 
 Carter Harrison and J. C. Black lost many votes here yesterday. The 
 result from Ohio settles their hash.  274 

 Black and Harrison spoke in Champaign at a Democratic rally on 
 October 18  th  . A special train was arranged to carry  a delegation of 
 Danville Democrats, leaving from the I. B. & W. depot at 5 o’clock, with a 
 round trip ticket costing �ifty cents.  275 

 The miners’ vote in Vermilion County was addressed by the Danville 
	Weekly	News	 on October 17, 1884. It published a letter  from the New 
 York Labor Delegation itemizing the reasons why laboring men were 
 against Cleveland.  276 

 In a �irst of its kind inducement to attend a Republican rally in Milford 
 and Watseka, their Blaine and Logan clubs “Swooped Down Upon Us” 
 with a twenty-four piece band and paraded the Danville principal 
 streets, asking people to attend their rally. During their parade, they 
 serenaded the Cannon home on Vermilion Street.  277 

 Black’s campaign was accused of a “little game” that “Won’t Work.” A 
 circular was sent out to the soldiers all over the district “pleading with 

 277  Danville 	Daily	New	 s, October 16, 1884. 
 276  October 17, 1884. 
 275  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 18, 1884. 
 274  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 16, 1884. 
 273  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 14, 1884. 
 272  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 14 and 15, 1884. 
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 them to vote for him.”  This tactic was described in a Danville 	Daily	News	
 column on the 17  th  . 

 The Democrats of this district are attempting to play a small, 
 sharp trick. They are trying to induce Republicans to sign a paper 
 pledging themselves to vote for General BLACK, even if they vote 
 for no other Democrat. 

 The paper reminded its readers “Gen. Black is as bitter a partisan 
 bourbon Democrat as lives; that he is the deadly political enemy of all 
 old soldiers who are not Democrats.” Further, 

 Cannon is just as able and just as willing as BLACK to do for the 
 soldiers what is best; and he has much more experience in 
 Congress. And above all he works with the Republican party which 
 has done all that has ever been accomplished for the soldiers, 
 while BLACK would have to work with the Democratic party 
 which has systematically opposed legislation for the soldiers. 

 The 	News	 emphasized the point of Cannon’s work in  Congress for the 
 soldier by printing a letter from M. F. Holderman in Washington, D. C., 
 responding to a letter asking how Illinois Congressmen voted on July, 6, 
 1884, on a motion to delay consideration of the pension bill until 
 December, 1884. He reported Cannon opposed postponing the 
 consideration.  278 

 In a speech in Charleston, Black told the audience he hoped to be put on 
 the Post of�ice committee if elected so he could “carefully watch the star 
 route thieves,” thereby suggesting Cannon had not done so. In fact, 
 Cannon had done a great deal in reforming the law to limit such steals, 
 and it was noted Black “must slip around in the corners of the district 
 and peddle this cheap kind of talk to Democratic gatherings where no 
 one is disposed to dispute with him.”  279 

 279  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 18, 1884.In the  Danville 	Daily	News	 on 
 October 20, 1884, the newspaper included a summary of what Cannon did to 
 reform the star route scandal. The Danville 	Weekly		News	 opined black was imputing 
 dishonesty on the part of Cannon. October 24, 1884. 

 278  October 17, 1884. 
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 Campaign appearances, particularly when “stars” from outside the 
 district were to be included, were announced as they were con�irmed. 
 On the 18  th  , 

 Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, [Illinois] Governor Hamilton and Hon. J. G. 
 Cannon are announced as speakers at a Republican meeting to be 
 held at Mattoon on Wednesday, Oct. 22d.  280 

 In Mattoon, Cannon spoke for about an hour on topics not covered by 
 the other speakers. 

 The audience was in full sympathy with him and responded to his 
 telling hits with frequent applause. It is considered by everyone 
 who heard it the best speech our esteemed member of congress 
 ever made to a Mattoon audience. His points were all excellent and 
 nothing better than the shallow pretense of friendship for the 
 soldier on the part of democrats in supporting Black, while nearly 
 the entire republican ticket is composed of as good or better 
 soldiers than the lone democrat hen is keeping up such a furious 
 scratching and clucking.  281 

 The Decatur 	Herald	 reported that Lincoln, Governor  Hamilton, and 
 Cannon arrived there on their way to Spring�ield “in a special freight 
 from Mattoon at 2:30 yesterday. They left for Spring�ield yesterday 
 morning at 6:40. The P., D. & E. railway had no coaches available at 
 Mattoon, and the party had to come from there in an ordinary freight 
 caboose,”  282 

 Lincoln would speak to large crowds in Illinois. The local population was 
 augmented by excursion trains.  283 

 Robert was not a fanciful speaker full of �lourishes and orotund 
 dramatic rhetoric; rather, as the Chicago Tribune characterized, he 

 283  Chicago 	Inter	Ocean,	 October 22, 1884. 
 282  October 24, 1884. 

 281  Mattoon 	Gazette,	 October 24, 1884. Unmentioned is  the fact Cannon was not a 
 soldier; but then Cannon was in Charleston on April 15, 1865, when Lincoln died, 
 acting as state’s attorney at the court term. 

 280  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 18, 1884. 
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 presented facts, drew deductions logically, and appealed to the 
 judgment and reason of the audience. He believed in the 
 Republican program and was not afraid to jab at partisan 
 emotions and waive the ‘bloody shirt’-he decried the Democrats as 
 the party of corruption and rebellion, as the one seeking to give 
 former Confederate soldiers a pension and to bankrupt American 
 businesses and increase wages by lowering or eliminating the 
 import tariff. He vili�ied the Democratic suppression of black 
 votes-even shootings and hangings of black voters-in the southern 
 states. . . . 

 The crowds erupted for Secretary Lincoln at every stop he 
 made  284  , for he was not only a cabinet member but, perhaps  more 
 important to them, his father’s son. At his �irst campaign rally in 
 Mattoon, Illinois, it was reported the people felt ‘repaid for coming 
 just by seeing the son of Abraham Lincoln;’ every time Robert 
 made a good point in his speech, remarks could be heard 
 throughout the audience, ‘That’s like Old Abe. Secretary Lincoln 
 toured Illinois to receptions like a modern movie star.  285 

 On his way to Mattoon to join Lincoln, Cannon �irst spoke in Fairmount 
 on the 18th, where he was joined by M. W. Mathews.  286  He also spoke in 
 Newman on the afternoon of the 21  st  . He appeared before  an “immense 
 audience in the opera-hall here. . . .”  287  He then went  to Howe’s Grove on 
 the 22  nd  , Camargo on the 23  rd  , and was scheduled for  Arcola on the 24  th  , 
 but he did not make it because James G. Blaine came to Danville. 

 287  Indianapolis 	Journa	 l, October 23, 1884. 

 286  There were between 1,200 and 1,600 people present, with 250 torches in the 
 parade. The Fairmount Crescent band and the Indianola glee club provided music. 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 20, 1884. 

 285 	Giant	in	the	Shadows:	The	Life	of	Robert	T.	Lincoln	 ,  Jason Emerson, Southern 
 Illinois Press, Carbondale (2012), pages 258 to 259. 

 284  The Champaign 	Daily	Gazette’s	 (October 30, 1884)  account of his arrival in 
 Champaign con�irms the crowd’s enthusiasm for him. He rode down in the mail car, 
 and when it crossed the I. B. & W. junction a cannon boomed, and upon arrival at 
 the depot “the crowd surged around. . . .Women screamed and strong men with 
 dif�iculty kept their feet. . . .The crowd was simply immense. . . .” It was comparable 
 to the crowd in 1876 when Bob Ingersoll spoke between the two towns. Lincoln 
 spoke in Champaign Park. Cannon also made a speech “equal to the one he 
 delivered in [Danville] on the 24  th  .” Danville 	Daily		Commercial	 , October 31, 1884. 
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 On the 22  nd  , Black spoke at West’s Grove, six miles  northeast of 
 Fairmount (a Democratic pole was raised.)  288  On the  22  nd  , Congressman 
 William M. Springer  289  of Spring�ield, one of the House’s  leading 
 Democrats, spoke on the public square and discussed the “political 
 issues from a Democratic standpoint.”  290 

 Some Democrats in the district circulated the old claim that Cannon was 
 a part of the salary grab in 1872/73 in late October. The Danville 	Daily	
	News	 shot it down under the headline ANOTHER OLD LIE.  291 

 In a small “lick” at the General, the Danville 	Daily		Commercial	 asked 

 If General Black is elected to Congress, will he raise the price of 
 Grand Army speeches? This question should be answered before 
 the election, so the soldier boys will know how to calculate. The 
 soldier claim business [Black, as attorney, represented soldiers 
 seeking pensions as part of his legal practice]  292  would  be cut off 
 in the event of his election, for he wouldn’t have time to attend to 
 star route thieves and soldier claims, and do them both justice.  293 

 In early October, it was announced Blaine was coming to Danville on 
 October 24th.  294  Blaine intended to leave his home in  Augusta, Maine, 
 and travel by train through the Midwest, campaigning along the way. His 
 itinerary included passing through Danville on his way to a large 
 reception and rally in Spring�ield. Cannon was scheduled to be one of 
 the speakers in Spring�ield. 

 On October 11  th  , leading Vermilion County Republicans  met to 
 determine if Danville should make a “grand demonstration” for Blaine 
 while he was in Danville. At the organizational meeting, Cannon “stated 

 294  Danville 	Daily	News	 . 
 293  October 22, 1884. 

 292  The principal Danville attorney that handled pension claims was Benjamin 
 Franklin Cook, who commanded African-American troops in the Battle of Franklin, 
 Tennessee. 

 291  October 23, 1884. 
 290  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 21, 1884. 
 289  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_McKendree_Springer 
 288  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 22, 1884. 
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 that Mr. Blaine will arrive in Danville at 10 o’clock on a special train and 
 will make a thirty minute stop. Enthusiastic �ive minute speeches were 
 made by Capt. B. F. Cook, Mayor Dickason, H. P. Blackburn, H. W. 
 Beckwith and others, all favoring the greatest demonstration in Eastern 
 Illinois.”  295  They decided on a “grand demonstration  in the afternoon 
 and a torch light procession at night.” 

 It was initially anticipated that 40,000 to 50,000 would be in Danville, 
 along with twenty to thirty bands and “half that number of glee clubs.” 
 The speakers are Hon. James G. Blaine, Hon. R. W. Thompson, 
 ex-Secretary of the Navy, Hon. Thomas H. Nelson,  296  Minister to Austria 
 [sic], Hon. J. G. Cannon, and many others.”  297  A letter  was prepared and 
 sent to newspapers in Eastern Illinois and Western Indiana inviting all 
 to come to the event on the 24  th  in Danville. Early  results revealed 

 Every railroad will bring in great excursions, and from present 
 prospects many of the trains will be run in two sections, and it is 
 possible more. Word was received yesterday that about one 
 hundred were coming from way over at Harveysburg, Parke 
 county, Indiana. From the south will be clubs from as far as 
 Robinson and Marshall. 

 The hotels and restaurant men are preparing on a big scale to 
 accommodate the thousands that will be here.  298 

 On the 20  th  , the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 published  the names of the 
 Assistant Marshalls  299  and formation of Divisions for  the march. 

 Mr. Blaine’s march through the city will be from the Junction, 
 where he is taken off the cars into a carriage and brought down 
 Junction street to Williams, thence to Vermilion, thence to the 

 299  The Marshal was Mayor Dickason. 
 298  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 17, 1884. 
 297  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 15, 1884. 

 296  The attorney who defended Cannon’s father in the Harboring a Negro trial in 
 1847/1848 in Parke County, Indiana. 

 295  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 13, 1884. Following the meeting, an executive 
 committee anointed thereat met and established sub-committees responsible for 
 organizing the event. The list of persons appointed to the sub-committees reveals 
 the crème de la crème of Vermilion County Republicans. 
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 public square, and from there to the Wabash depot, where he 
 again takes the cars. . . .The balance of the day will be a grand love 
 feast, in which everybody is expected to participate.  300 

 To encourage people living near the Wabash road who might just go 
 stand by the tracks to see him, they were advised that they would be 
 disappointed “as the train would not stop. By coming to Danville on 
 Friday you will not only see Mr. Blaine, but the largest and most 
 enthusiastic demonstration in the State.”  301 

 The formal reception committee to receive Blaine included Judge O. L. 
 Davis, Judge D. D. Evans, J. G. English, W. W. R. Woodbury, L. T. Palmer, J. 
 G. Leverich, Samuel Frazier and Peter Beyer.  302 

 With the coming of Blaine, and the increasing belief he would be the 
 next President, 

 A �irm here started out to sell clothing to be paid for when 
 Cleveland was elected. The demand was greater than the supply.  303 

 . 

 303  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 22, 1884. 
 302  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 22, 1884. 
 301  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 22, 1884. 
 300  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 21, 1884. 
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 Hon. David T. Litler of Spring�ield, and Judge David Davis [also Illinois 
 Senator and President of the U. S. Senate] had “full charge and control of 
 Mr. Blaine’s movements from the time he leaves Lafayette until he 
 reaches Spring�ield,”  304  and Danville was the only place  he would get off 
 the train. 

 Thirty thousand people welcomed Blaine to Danville on the 24  th  . The 
 day opened cold and cloudy. Trains arrived through the night loaded 
 with people. People from Vermilion County began arriving at 4 o’clock A. 
 M. 

 304  Danville Daily News, October 21, 1884. 
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 Blaine’ train ran late, arriving at 12:30 o’clock P.M. When the train 
 stopped, Blaine came out on the rear platform,  305  but  did not get off the 
 train. He made a short speech. 

 To one who has been addressing crowds in what they call doubtful 
 States, it gives me great pleasure to address such a crowd in a 
 State that is not known as a doubtful State. Illinois has always 
 been Republican, and since under the leadership of a man now 
 enshrined in history (Lincoln), has always proved true to the 
 Republican party. I am not here to speak for the success of the 
 National ticket, but to say a word in favor of my friend, Joseph G. 
 Cannon, your candidate for Congress. The people who desire for 
 the perpetuation of a republican form of government, should vote 
 for their Congressional candidates. (Cries of ‘We will do it, 
 Blaine.”) I have been in the habit of speaking to half acres of 
 people, but here there seems to be sand-lots full of people. He did 
 not intend to make a political speech, as there were other 
 gentlemen present here who will speak to you, and I will bid you 
 good bye.  306 

 Cannon stood next to Blaine on the rear platform. 

 Illinois Senator Cullom and Congressman McKinley of Ohio [a future 
 President] then made short speeches. 

 Danville was fully decorated, with houses and buildings displaying 
 patriotic décor and pictures of Lincoln, Gar�ield, and Blaine. 

 The electric light tower in the public square 

 Was covered with �lags and garlands of green, and mottoes were 
 suspended on the four sides of the square, as follows: 

 ‘Danville-The last city in Illinois to bid good-bye to Lincoln; the 
 �irst to welcome Blaine;’ ‘Where Industries are protected, Labor is 

	306	 	Danville	 Daily Commercial, October 24, 1884. For  the verbatim transcript of the 
 speech, see the Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 25, 1884. 

 305  But did not walk on to the platform where the reception committee stood. 
 Danville Daily News, Oc 	tober	25,	1884.	
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 rewarded.” “Protection builds up factories and Cottage Homes.’ 
 “The South in the Saddle makes a Solid North.’ ‘Illinois opens her 
 gate to America’s Statesmen.’ 

 After Blaine’s train left, the afternoon festivities began, and those 
 included a speech by Tomas Nelson in the southwest angle of the public 
 square . 

 He said he had the pleasure of delivering one of the �irst 
 Republican speeches ever made in this city [Danville] against the 
 slave-power years ago, and many who heard me and were in the 
 early movement have gone to their reward. Times have changed, 
 hostile majorities have given way, as they will soon again, placing 
 the Government under Republican, progressive principles. . . . 

 TRIBUTE TO HON. J. G. CANNON, of whom he said: He was a 
 student  307  in our city; I have known him during his  long service as 
 your representative, and know that he is able, honest, and faithful. 
 He is one of the eight or ten men who can always command 
 attention in the House, and who shape the legislation of the 
 country. He should by all means be returned, as he will aid Mr. 
 Blaine in all your efforts to give the country a magni�icent and 
 prosperous administration. This district has never failed, and it 
 will surely not fail on this year of grand republican success.  308 

 During the evening celebrations, Danville experienced “the largest 
 torchlight procession ever seen in eastern Illinois, and over $700 worth 
 of �ireworks were set off.”  309 

 In a bullet point summary, the Danville 	Daily	News	 observed on the 25th, 
	inter	alia	 , 

 The committees did nobly. 

 The great crowd has gone.  310 

 310  The last train left at midnight. 
 309  Hoopeston 	Chronicle	 , October 25, 1884. 
 308  Danville 	Daily	News	 , October 25, 1884. 
 307  When he read law with John Palmer Usher in the late spring and summer, 1857. 
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 Nearly everybody decorated. 

 No serious accidents yesterday. 

 Only eleven more days to the election. 

 For so great a crowd, it was an orderly one. 

 There was but little drunkenness, and no �ights. 

 And it was a warm time, if the day and night were cold. 

 The ladies of the different churches worked hard and did well with 
 their eating tables and stands. 

 The German Escort Club turned out seventy-�ive strong and made 
 a solid appearance. 

 Still in the glow of the rally, the Danville 	Daily		News	 opined on the 25  th  . 

 Never before in the history of this county-and for that matter we 
 believe it extends all over the country, has there been so 
 enthusiastic and inspiring campaign as the present one. That 
 much of it is due to the splendid abilities, magni�icent leadership 
 and personal magnetism of the candidate, is proved by the 
 enthusiasm and vast multitude here yesterday. Everywhere it is 
 the same way. It will stand in history preeminently as the 
 campaign in which the whole people were interested and active 
 participants. 

 On October 27  th  , the Danville 	Daily	News	 reprinted  Cannon’s campaign 
 speech give on the 24  th  . In all likelihood, this speech  was close to his 
 stump speech for the 1884 campaign, and illustrates his mastering of 
 the principal issues, the tariff, and soldiers’ votes in his response to 
 General Black’s attacks. No similar stump speech survives for Gen. Black. 
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 LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:- It is now almost four o’clock, and you 
 have listened to Indiana’s magni�icent orator for an hour and a half, and 
 I hardly feel that I can say aught to interest you, (voices go on!) I should 
 perhaps say, by way of explanation, as I had the honor to be one of those 
 who went to Lafayette to meet Mr. Blaine, and return with him as far as 
 Danville, that you do not regret more than he does that he could not 
 leave the train, drive through our city and return to the train again. 
 When we called on him this morning we found him, after weeks of 
 travel, and meeting millions of republicans, weary and yet sleeping, 
 having contracted a very bad cold; so much so that his physician did not 
 think it wise for him to come into Illinois. But when it was urged upon 
 Mr. Blaine that 175,000 people were gathering from the eastern line of 
 the State to Spring�ield, anxiously awaiting to see him and that they 
 would be sadly disappointed if he should fail to come, he said, if you will 
 excuse me from exercising and from exposure, I will go into the State of 
 Lincoln and say HOW DO YOU DO AND GOOD BYE TO THEM. 

 We made him that promise and we kept it, and I know that, with this 
 explanation, you will feel disappointed no longer. 

 I am for JAMES G. BLAINE for President of the United States, for he 
 always knows the spirit and wants of the people, and receives his 
 inspiration from them, and stands squarely upon the platform and 
 history of the republican party; and he knows that there is no living man 
 stronger than the platform and history of the republican party. 

 I am for Blaine for another reason, for twenty-three years of his life he 
 has been in public service, and has been on the right side of all great 
 questions; and if you measure time by progress we have lived a century 
 in that period. Our manufacturing and agricultural industries have 
 multiplied by three; new and ample markets have been opened, and the 
 laborers’ wages are double in the United States what they are for similar 
 labor in the old world. We know that if Blaine is elected the democratic 
 party will not be permitted to turn the hand back on the dial and give us 
 a tariff for revenue only. [Voices, no, never!] 

 I am for Blaine because he can and will maintain our present home 
 markets and pursue that policy which will extend our commerce upon 
 this hemisphere. 
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 I am for Blaine because our home markets  have been multiplied by 
 three in twenty years, and 92 per cent of our farm products are now sold 
 and consumed in our home markets to the men who work our mines, 
 who swing the hammers and do the work of the Nation in various 
 avocations, while only 8 per cent of our farm products �inds a market 
 abroad. If Blaine is elected-as he will be-we will retain these home 
 markets and enlarge them until the remaining 8 percent will be 
 consumed at home. 

 By-the-by I sometimes wonder at this democratic party-at its stupidity, 
 its lack of common sense in matters of economy. Suppose you have 
 ninety-two �ine cattle in one herd and eight in another, and both were 
 threatened with destruction, which herd would you protect �irst? 
 Answer me that question. You would protect the ninety-two �irst; but the 
 democratic party would leave the herd of ninety-two exposed to 
 destruction and protect the herd of eight [Cheers and laughter, and 
 shouts of bully for Cannon!] 

 THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AND BLAINE believe in protecting the 
 ninety-two per cent of your products which are sold at home, and in 
 adding 8 per cent to it. 

 Col. Nelson has told you about the contradictory history of the 
 democratic party and its platform on the tariff question. It is 
 contradictory in that respect, but in one thing it is consistent, and that is, 
 it has never gotten full control of the government since 1830 that it has 
 not taken steps for the tariff for revenue only, and against the republican 
 American doctrine of protection to home labor, its efforts always bring 
 disaster to the business of the country. We have had recent troubles in 
 the manufacturing, business and labor interests of the country. You will 
 remember there was not much before the present democratic House of 
 Representatives met on the 1st of December last, but as soon as it met, 
 with its seventy majority, it made the revenue tariff reformer Carlisle of 
 Kentucky, speaker, and Morrison, of Illinois, was made chairman of the 
 Committee of Ways and Means, and it was heralded abroad as a grand 
 revenue reform victory, and the cry was reform the tariff to one for 
 revenue only. 
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 It was said that the President would not sign the tariff bill of Mr. 
 Morrison, but the democrats proposed to attach it to important 
 appropriations and give him the alternative to sign the bill or do without 
 the appropriations to the obstruction of public business and 
 conveniences. 

 WHAT WAS THE RESULT? 

 Why in this, the greatest agricultural and manufacturing nation in the 
 world, the result was anticipated. Manufacturers said they could not 
 afford to continue to �ill their ware houses with products when threats 
 were made that business should be unsettled by tinkering with tariff 
 legislation. Merchants said they could not afford to lay in stocks of goods 
 that might soon have to be sold below cost. Thus with the democratic 
 party in the saddle, with seventy majority, threatening the industries of 
 the Nation, the manufacturer took alarm, some slowed down to half 
 time, others shut down altogether, and many thousands of operatives 
 were thrown out of employment. And the consumers throughout the 
 country being alarmed at the disturbance reduced their purchases. Thus 
 the democratic party created PUBLIC DISTRUST, which continued and 
 increased until the 9  th  day of last July, when that  congress adjourned. 
 From that day, as we recede from that session, public con�idence and 
 business have gradually improved and grown better. If a democratic 
 House of Representatives brought all this trouble, what would be the 
 result if that party had both House and the president? (a voice, “what 
	would	 it be?) It would be most disastrous to all the  interests of this 
 country. Gen. Black and other democratic orators say that the tariff  robs 
 the farmer. Is there any truth to this? It is claimed by the republicans 
 that it is a wise economy which bring the farmer and the manufacturer 
 close together. Lets take THE CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR ’80 
 and we �ind that New York is the greatest manufacturing state, 
 Pennsylvania is second, Massachusetts third and Illinois fourth. Thus 
 our own state is �irst in agriculture and fourth in manufactures, and the 
 third state in the Union. In this state as in others, farm products have 
 kept steady increase with manufactured products, and work and wages 
 have increased correspondingly. Yet we are told that the tariff robs the 
 farmers. 
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 You farmers here, today, do not look very poor; you look better and feel 
 than you did in old democratic times. Two dollars now have as great 
 purchasing capacity for manufactured articles as three dollars had in 
 1860, and you get better pay for your work, and your crops; the 
 statistics show it, and your memories verify it. When I was a boy with 
 pork at $1.25 per 100, it took a hog to buy eight yards of English calico 
 to make a woman’s dress. This was under democratic revenue for tariff 
 policy. Now a hog of the same weight will buy 150 yards of better calico, 
 made in the United States, under the Republican’s system of protection. 
 And this American calico is made by labor which receives twice the 
 wages of labor in the old world, and at the same time consumes the 
 producer of the farmer who buys it. (Cheers, and ‘go in Cannon, that’s 
 so.’) 

 Yet it’s a robber tariff, and robs the farmer? Where’s your democratic 
 party? Three-fourths in the South. You democrats say you are certain the 
 153 votes from the solid south, and you need but forty-eight more from 
 the North to elect Cleveland. Now, lets examine the prosperity of the 
 North, where there has been a diversity of labor for many years, and 
 compare it with the South where for many years they were almost 
 exclusively agricultural. We call on the census of ’80 for the facts, and 
 WE COMPARE OHIO AND KENTUCKY. 

 Nature did much for Kentucky. Some Kentuckians believe that when the 
 Maker of the world looked upon his work, well pleased, that Kentucky 
 was the �irst spot on which his eye rested. It is splendid State. Let’s look 
 at a few �igures of the census. 

 In Ohio forty out of every 100 are engaged in agriculture, the other sixty 
 being engaged in manufactures or other non-agricultural pursuits. The 
 average value of farm land in Ohio was $45 per acre. Over in Kentucky, 
 seventy out of every 100 of the people are engaged in farming, and the 
 average value of farm land is $13.43, being $31.57 less than the value in 
 Ohio. In Ohio each person engaged in working farm lands makes a 
 product of an average of $400 per year; while in Kentucky each person 
 so engaged makes a product of but $199, only about one-half of the 
 amount produced in Kentucky. There is no reason why there should be 
 this difference, except that Ohio has a diversity of industries and 
 Kentucky has not. 
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 The women have a hard time; for they not only have to take care of 
 themselves, but of the men also. It is so with republicans, for they not 
 only have to take care of themselves, but of the democrats too. 
 [Laughter] Three-fourths of the democratic party is in the southern 
 states, which for years have kept poor because they had agriculture only. 
 The republican party has given them a protective tariff which is 
 gradually spreading manufactures among them, but the democratic 
 party proposes to ruin the tariff and ruin with it this rising prosperity. 

 A DIVERSITY OF LABOR will add wealth to any State. Look at New Jersey 
 which some have said to have been formed of a cart load of sand which 
 the Creator had left over after making the world, and dumped it and 
 called it New Jersey. Yet on account of its diversi�ied industries, its farm 
 products yield three times as much as those of Tennessee. And we �ind it 
 thus throughout the North. Many come up from the South to the North, 
 hoping to be bene�ited by our more constant employment and better 
 wages; yet as soon as they get here they partake of our prosperity, vote 
 the democratic ticket for revenue reform, and try to bring the North to 
 the condition of the States they left. [Cheers] Are there ANY FARM 
 LABORERS HERE? [Voice, ‘Lots of ‘em.] Well, why do you not farm 
 laborers and mechanics go South for work? One seldom goes, and the 
 further south he goes the worse wages are. Farm labor in Kentucky is 
 worth 20 per cent less than it is in Ohio, Indiana, or Illinois. The same is 
 true of mechanical labor. Yet the democratic party claims to be the friend 
 of the laborer, and appeals to him for support. The fact is, it is not the 
 friend of the laboring man, and never was. 

 THE MONROE DOCTRINE 

 In speaking of Mr. BLAINE’S statesmanship, Mr. CANNON said: 

 The Panama canal will soon be completed, and when it is, the distance to 
 the Paci�ic will be greatly shortened by the length of the journey around 
 Cape Horn. A railroad is being pushed into Mexico, and it will ultimately 
 reach into the central South American States. The United States says to 
 the powers of the Old World, ‘You may settle your boundary lines as you 
 please between yourselves, and we will not interfere; but on this 
 Continent we propose that you shall not acquire all such territory, and 
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 that we will maintain all such territory, and that we will maintain the 
 right to dominate the Panama canal, or any other canal!’ This is the 
 policy of the republican party, as set forth vigorously by Blaine, when he 
 was Secretary of State, as to the Panama canal, when he gave notice to 
 Europe, in the name of the United States, that it made no difference at all 
 as to who might construct the canal, yet in time of war the United States 
 should have the exclusive right to control it. This policy is absolutely 
 necessary to the welfare of the country, when it is recollected that we 
 have 8,000 miles of coast line to protect, and that our possessions reach 
 from Ocean to Ocean. 

 The Monroe Doctrine had been a matter of theory with the democratic 
 party, but Blaine showed that as a republican doctrine it is to be a matter 
 of fact. These great questions are upon us, and we want a strong man to 
 stand with his hand on the helm of the Ship of State, and hold it steadily 
 on its course of victory and progress. 

 After years of acquaintance with public men, I can heartily say that 
 Blaine is the highest, the greatest, the best representative of a broad 
 progressive American policy I have ever met. 

 WHAT’S AGAINST BLAINE? Why, a Solid South, reinforced by Great 
 Britain, Austria, France, Spain and other European governments, 
 because they know, he has the nerve and the ability, as your 
 representative, peaceably if he can, forcibly if he must, to enforce the 
 Monroe doctrine against all comers. We know that he has all against him 
 in the Old World, except the poor men who expect to come to this 
 country and make it their future home. Thank God that the Old World 
 gives no electoral votes; for if it did, we would not have a chance of 
 success. [Great applause.] 

 Is Cleveland a safe man to trust with these questions? He has no 
 experience, and he has no statesmanship. If any single respectable 
 democrat had to be responsible for electing him, and could elect him by 
 his single ballot, he would pause a long, long time before he would do it. 
 [Applause] I can sum Cleveland up in a sentence; he’s the only man in 
 the country who can pull his collar off over his head without 
 unbuttoning it. [Laughter and applause.] 
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 SPEAKING WITH A FORKED TONGUE. 

 Gen. Black, my opponent, said before the democratic platform was made 
 that the democracy would speak with no forked tongue in this 
 campaign. Yet the national platform is so constructed that it can mean a 
 tariff for revenue only in Kentucky and Illinois, in the West and South, 
 and protective in Pennsylvania. And Gen. Black himself speaks with a 
 forked tongue; in strong republican neighborhoods he talks nice, plucks 
 a star from the skies where it belongs, and puts it into the brim of the 
 cap of the man in the moon. He is for a revenue tariff in one place, and 
 for protection in another-good Lord in one place and good devil in 
 another-as he thinks it may catch him votes and mislead the people; and 
 in this he is in harmony with the democratic party. [Cheers, and cries of 
 ‘That’s so.’] 

 But neither the democratic party nor Gen. Black can gain the victory that 
 way; when the horoscope of the democratic party was cast it was 
 decreed that it should never get power again in this country while water 
 runs and grass grows. [Great applause] 

 SOLDIER VOTES 

 We have on the republican ticket Gen. Logan, with a magni�icent military 
 and civil record; Dick Oglesby-splendid Dick Oglesby-a noble, honest 
 man; Gen. Smith, Capts. George Hunt, and C. P. Swigert-all the State ticket 
 soldiers. They have upon their ticket Hendricks, of copperhead record, 
 Harrison, who is supported by the brothel and gambling den. Yet they 
 ask you to vote for Gen. Black for Congress because he was a soldier, 
 while Gen. Black will vote against Gen. Logan and for Hendricks; vote 
 against Oglesby and for Harrison; vote against all soldiers who are not 
 democrats, and vote for all democrats who were not soldiers even if they 
 were copperheads during the war. Gen. Black is about the only exception 
 of a soldier on the democratic ticket, and I’m about the only exception of 
 a civilian on the republican ticket. Yet the democrats are making as 
 much fuss over him as an old hen makes over one chicken. You have 
 seen a hen with a large brood of chickens on one side of the fence, 
 scratching and feeding them without much ado, while on the other side 
 was a hen with one chick-on her feathers all turned the wrong way, in a 
 fret, running to and fro and wearing her one chicken out. The hen with 
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 one chicken is the democratic party with Gen. Black. The hen with the 
 great brood is the republican party with its numbers of soldier 
 nominees. [Cheers-] The republican party in its platform says that we 
 will prefer soldiers for of�ice, and other things being equal, and it goes 
 no further than that. In this district [Champaign, Coles, Douglas, Edgar, 
 and Vermilion Counties] there are about 4,000 old soldiers, almost all of 
 whom are republicans. Is it not easier for Gen. Black to come the 4,000, 
 if he wants their votes, than it is for the 4,000 to go to him? [Cries of ‘Yes, 
 yes!] 

 SINCE THE YEAR 1866 Gen. Black has been a bourbon democrat. Mind 
 you, since that time the two last constitutional amendments have been 
 adopted, and all the legislation necessary to make them effective has 
 been enacted. During all these years J. C. Black has been no better and no 
 worse than the democratic party. [Cheers, and cries of ‘That’s so.’] He 
 has opposed all this splendid work, which alone could make the wars a 
 success. Is there a democrat here who has supported Hendricks and 
 Black, for these eighteen years past who can tell what measure 
 Hendricks has favored or opposed that Black has not also supported or 
 opposed? I will yield my time to him to prove that Black has been better 
 than Hendricks or the democratic party. Can any one prove it? [Voices, 
 “No. No.’] 

 COL. NELSON has ably discussed the necessity of �irmly standing 
 together-of harmony of action and closeness of organization; also the 
 necessity of giving Blaine a Congress which will stand by him and aid 
 him to give us a splendid administration, which will be with him in 
 peace and war. You can all see that to elect him and then give him a 
 democratic Congress would be like putting a ball and chain upon his leg. 
 [Voices, ‘We’ll not.] 

 DEMOCRACY AND PENSIONS 

 Are there any soldiers of the late war here? [Voices, Yes, lots of them!] I 
 will tell you what the present democratic House of Representatives 
 refused to do for your bene�it. A majority of the soldiers of the Mexican 
 war are in the South; all who are disabled have been on the pension rolls 
 since the close of the war. Following the precedent of the war of 1812 
 and the Revolutionary war, the time has about come to place all of them 
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 on the pension roll. The House of Representatives passed a bill, under 
 the suspension of the rules, for that purpose, excepting, however, those 
 who had been engaged in the late war and who had procured the 
 removal of their disabilities under the fourteenth amendment to the 
 constitution. The bill was not perfect, but the republicans, including 
 myself, voted for it, hoping that a Republican Senate would make the 
 proper amendments. When in Washington I received from �ifty yop 
 seventy-�ive letters per day from soldiers of the late war, asking me to 
 assist them in their pension claims. I have always complied with these 
 requests cheerfully and promptly, and, not infrequently, successfully. It 
 came to my knowledge that a large number of soldiers cannot make the 
 proof under the present pension laws, passed nearly a century ago. 

 Among the best soldiers in the late war are those without a hospital 
 record-who refused to go to the hospital unless they were carried there. 
 With approaching age the seeds of disease planted during their service 
 are developing. These soldiers make application to the Commissioner of 
 Pensions, who, under existing laws, asks the Surgeon General what the 
 medical record of such applicant is. The Surgeon General makes search 
 and �inds no hospital record at all, and so replies. The Commissioner 
 then asks the applicant to �ind the Surgeon of his regiment and prove 
 that the disability for which he claims a pension was contracted in the 
 line of duty. Generally the Surgeon is dead; or, if living, has forgotten and 
 cannot testify; so the applicant fails to establish his claim. 

 I INTRODUCED A BILL last winter which substantially provided to place 
 the name of this class of applicants upon the pension roll. It was referred 
 to the democratic Committee on Pensions of the democratic House, and 
 there sleeps the sleep of death. The republican Senate ascertained from 
 the Commissioner of Pensions that there are at least 50,000 worthy 
 soldiers who ought to be upon the pension roll; so the Senate put an 
 amendment upon the Mexican pension bill, against the solid vote of 
 democratic senators, which provides, in substance, that ALL SOLDIERS 
 OF THE LATE WAR who had three months’ service are now disabled and 
 dependent upon their own labor for support, shall, without further 
 proof, have their names written upon the pension roll according to their 
 disability. The Senate amendment also provided that the pension of 
 soldiers’ widows should be increased from $8 to $12 per month, and 
 that the name of the dependent parents of deceased soldiers who are 
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 now dependent, shall be placed on the pension roll With these 
 amendments the Senate passed the bill, the democratic members 
 opposing and sent it back to the House for concurrence. I desire to be 
 fair in the discussion of this question. The republicans in the House, and 
 the northern democrats desired to pass the bill with the Senate 
 amendments, and they composed a majority of the House. But the 
 southern democrats said the bill should not pass; and by dilatory and 
 �ilibustering motions continued through three days and nights, 
 prevented its consideration and passage. 

 Last Congress, the republicans, with only four majority, and the 
 democrats �ilibustering to prevent the passage of a bill DECREASING 
 TAXATION, amended the rules, so as to prevent �ilibustering. The 
 democrats then denounced such action on the part of the republicans as 
 revolutionary, and when the democratic House was organized last 
 December reinstated the �ilibustering rule under which a minority of the 
 House can prevent a majority from legislating. The republican members 
 stood ready to assist northern democrats in replacing such rule, but the 
 northern democrats failed and refused to take such action. The result is 
 that the bill, with the Senate amendments, sleeps the sleep of death 
 upon the speaker’s table, and with a full treasury these worthy soldiers 
 go without pensions simply because the northern democrats in the 
 House had not the nerve to join the republicans in doing an act of simple 
 justice to Union soldiers, their widows and children who are in sore 
 need of aid to which they are entitled. 

 The truth is, the southern democrats constitute three-fourths of the 
 democratic party, and the one-fourth of that party from the north have 
 not the nerve and manhood to antagonize the majority of their party. 
 Gen. Black’s friends claim that if he were in Congress he would legislate 
 for the bene�it of soldiers. Parties, like republicans, are controlled by the 
 majority; it takes a majority of the representatives on a full vote to 
 appropriate money or to legislate. The party in power in the House 
 holds the caucuses and individual representatives can only accomplish 
 legislation by co-operating with the party to which he belongs, and 
 subject to caucus determination. Gen. Slocum and other democratic 
 members of the House who are just as good Union soldiers as Gen. 
 Black, and possessed of much ability, had not the nerve to overrule the 
 southern democrats in their opposition to the Senate bill. And I say 
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 again, the reason is patent-the northern democrats only hope to furnish 
 one-fourth of the elective vote to get possession of the presidency, while 
 they rely upon the south to furnish the other three-fourths. The 
 one-fourth never has, and never will control the three-fourths. All that 
 has been accomplished, or even will be accomplished in pensioning the 
 soldiers of the late war, has been under the lead of the Republican party. 
 Let me say here, that I may not be misunderstood, I do not claim that 
 Gen. Black is not in favor of pensioning the soldiers; but I do claim that if 
 he were in Congress like Gen. Slocum and other northern democratic 
 representatives, he would not antagonize the majority of his party. He 
 has never done the like since he became a democrat, and never will do 
 the like. 

 In this State THE DEMOCRATS HAVE NO HOPE of giving Cleveland the 
 electoral vote, or electing their state ticket. In this district their principal 
 �ight is to elect Gen. Black, hoping to assist in capturing the coming 
 House of Representatives. There is no slander they will not resort to for 
 that purpose. They stand ready to swap any man on the democratic 
 ticket-from Cleveland down to coroner for votes for Gen. Black. I trust 
 republicans will refuse all such offers. We have the votes to elect our 
 whole ticket. Let’s stand together, elbow to elbow, like the old guard and 
 TAKING THE ADVICE OF OUR GREAT LEADER, James G. Blaine, let us 
 each, like men of courage, like men of principle, who vote, for principle 
 and from principle, vote for every nominee on the ticket, National, State, 
 Congressional, Legislative and county, and when the sun sets on 
 November 4  th  , we shall have scored one of the grandest  victories in the 
 history of the party. Prolonged cheers, rounded up by three cheers for 
 Hon. J. G. Cannon and the whole ticket.) 

 …………………………………………………………… 

 After he left Danville, Blaine’s train stopped at Decatur, where ten 
 thousand listened to his short speech, then Spring�ield, where the 
 greatest number appeared at the rally. He then travelled to Bloomington, 
 and on to Chicago. After a day trip to Milwaukee, he returned to New 
 York.  311 

 311  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 27, 1884. 
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 In the aura of Blaine’s visit, the Danville Daily 	Commercial	 reminded its 
 readers that the 28  th  was the last day to register to vote. 

 There are four voting precincts in Danville township.  312  The �irst 
 precinct poll is at the wooden building on the south side of the 
 square, in Good’s harness shop. The second precinct poll is at John 
 G. Holden’s old lumber of�ice on Hazel street. The third precinct 
 poll is at the city building, on Walnut street. The fourth precinct 
 poll is at W. J. B. Lister’s livery of�ice on South Vermilion. The 
 registry board will be in session at each one of the above polling 
 places tomorrow during the entire day. Every voter should see to 
 it that his name is on the list tomorrow, because if it is not, he 
 must swear in his vote on election day, which consumes time and 
 is considerable trouble, however well he may be known to the 
 election board. 

 Who could vote?  313 

 The Republican State Central Committee furnishes the following 
 as the principal features of the laws regulating the naturalization 
 of voters and the quali�ications of voters in the State of Illinois: 

	Quali�ications	

 Every person having resided in the State ONE YEAR, in the county 
 where he offers to vote, NINETYY DAYS, and in the election district 
 where he offers to vote, THIRTY DAYS next preceding the election, 
 who was an elector in this State on the �irst day of April, 1848 
 (whether naturalized or not), or who obtained a certi�icate of 
 naturalization before any court of record of this State before the 
 �irst day of January, 1870, or who shall be a male citizen of the 
 United States above the age of 21 years, shall be entitled to vote. 

	Disquali�ications	

 313  A copy of the registry book was also available at the post of�ice [on the ground 
 �loor of the Vermilion County courthouse] for all to see who was registered and 
 con�irm their own registration. Danville Daily 	Commercial	 ,  October 16, 1884. 

 312  See the Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 28, 1884, for  a description of the 
 boundaries of the four districts. 
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 No person who has been legally convicted of any crime, the 
 punishment of which is con�inement in the penitentiary, shall be 
 permitted to vote at any election, unless he shall be restored to the 
 rights to vote by pardon. 

	Naturalization	

 Aliens are entitled to be admitted to citizenship after having 
 resided continuously in the United States �ive years; but must, at 
 least two years before applying to the court for admission, have 
 declared before a court of record, their intention to become 
 citizens, except in the following cases: 

 1. If the alien came to the United States before arriving at the age 
 of eighteen years, he may, after having resided therein 
 continuously �ive years, be admitted a citizen thereof, after 
 arriving at the age of twenty-one years, without having made the 
 previous declaration of intention, but may make such declaration 
 at the time of admission. 

 2. If the alien has served in the army of the United States and been 
 honorably discharged, he may be admitted to become a citizen 
 without any previous declaration of intention, and shall not be 
 required to [prove?] more than one year’s residence within the 
 United States previous to his application to become a citizen. 

 In all cases the alien must prove his residence within the United 
 States and his good moral character by the oath of two citizens of 
 the United States.  314 

 After Blaine’s visit, Cannon went to Champaign to campaign.  315  At a rally 
 on the 30  th  , he joined Robert T. Lincoln, Secretary  of War; Hon. Thomas 
 H. Nelson; Hon. David Davis; Green B. Raum; M. W. Matthews; Jos. C. 

 315  Chicago 	Tribune,	 October 27, 1884. 
 314  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 21, 1884. 
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 Glenn, and Dr. H. J. Detmers.  316  Ten passenger cars of Danvillians went 
 over for the rally.  317 

 On the 28  th  , he spoke in Charleston before 6,000 persons.  318 

 The Danville 	Daily		News	 informed its readers that General Black’s �irst 
 choice as a speaker in Vermilion County was Texas Governor Hubbard, 
 “who was a democrat before he went into the rebel army, and who was a 
 democrat during the time he was in the rebel army, and who has been a 
 democrat ever since he came out of the army . . .” His second was Senator 
 Joseph E. McDonald from Indiana.  319  McDonald appeared  in Danville for 
 his speech on the 28  th  . His rally was at Ellsworth  Park, and was attended 
 by a “few hundred people, republicans and democrats.” J.B. Mann 
 introduced him. The only notable thing about the speech, in the 
 Republican report of it, was McDonald said nothing about Hendricks.  320 

 As Black headed to Edgar County on the 28  th  , Danvillians  were 
 reminded, yet again, 

 Soldiers, remember that when General Black received the wound 
 for which he now draws a pension, he was a Republican. His whole 
 record as a soldier was made while he was a member of the 
 Republican party. Does he deserve your support since he has 
 turned his back upon that record?  321 

 Black’s charge of $25 to speak at a Grand Army gathering was denied by 
 his campaign. In order to rebut that denial, the Danville 	Daily	News	
 published a letter from the adjutant, B. R. He�ley, of the post that paid 
 the sum, who con�irmed that Black had said “My price is twenty-�ive 
 dollars at night.”  322 

 322  October 29, 1884. 
 321  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 28, 1884. 
 320  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 29, 1884. 
 319  October 28, 1884. 

 318  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , October 28, 1884. Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , October 
 29, 1884. 

 317  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 30, 1884. 
 316  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 ., October 29, 1884. 
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 On November 1  st  , the Danville 	Daily	News	 came to the defense of General 
 Black. Under the headline FALSE REPORT AFLOAT, it was reported some 
 Cannon zealots had circulated that Black had been in the rebel army. The 
	News	 expressly denied it, and noted Cannon “would  prefer defeat 
 forever rather than to hint such a falsehood on Gen. Black or any man.” 

 Black, however, had his own circular, and it was authorized by him. 

 A circular addressed to ‘Fellow Republicans,’ and signed ‘Many 
 Republicans,’ has been scattered broadcast through the district. It 
 urges voters to vote for Black because he is honest, as against 
 Cannon, whom it charges with being dishonest. The circular is a 
 bastard; it has no home, no father, except the democratic party of 
 this district. The man who is ashamed or afraid to sign his name to 
 such charges like those made in the circular is a sneak, a coward, a 
 libeler, and would, if not afraid of being caught, steal chickens. The 
 circular will fall �lat, but it shows the desperate efforts of the 
 democracy to elect their man Black. . . .The circular was printed at 
 the Times of�ice in [Champaign], and was mailed by a democrat, 
 and no republican is mean enough to have had a hand in it. . . .  323 

 The markings in the margins highlight the claims that Cannon felt were 
 the most defamatory. 

 323  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette,	 November 1, 1884. 
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	The	Black	circular,	as	preserved	in	the	Joseph	G.	Cannon	Papers,	
	Abraham	Lincoln	Presidential	Library,	Spring�ield,	Illinois,	Scrape	
	Book	for	1884,	page	24.	A	magni�ied	copy	can	be	found	in	Appendix	
	A.	
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 Below is Cannon’s hand-written note on the back of the circular: “This 
 was issued by the Democrats of Champaign Co & mailed over the 
 district-printed at the of�ice of Champaign Times-Black knew of it” 

 The circular suggests the bitterness that Cannon had against Black for 
 the personal attack, 	inter	alia	 , against Cannon’s  honesty. 
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 Black also caused to be printed in democratic papers “a card to explain 
 his position on the tariff.” “His card is, like the democratic platform, a 
 double-ender. . . .In Danville and other industrial centers he is 
 representing to the artisans and laborers that he is not a free trader. In 
 agricultural districts he is telling the farmers the stale falsehood that 
 their products are not protected, and that thus the farmers are robbed, 
 and tariff for revenue only is the thing for them,.”  324 

 As the campaign came to a close, the Tolono correspondent to the 
 Chicago 	Tribune	 gave a status report on Black. 

 “Gen. J. C. Black does not show himself upon the stump in this 
 district but he weakens his cause. His appearance at Paris and 
 Danville with that famous old rebel, Gov. Hubbard, of Texas, 
 disgusted every Union soldier who was present. Black is posing 
 before the district as the soldiers’ candidate and the soldiers’ 
 friend. Hubbard did all in his power to destroy the Union, to 
 perpetuate slavery, and to kill off these very men whose votes 
 Black is after; and he expects to get them by bringing Hubbard 
 into the district to denounce Cannon and tell the veterans to vote 
 for Black. Saturday the people of this county [Champaign] were 
 called upon to witness a scene still more repulsive. Carter 
 Harrison was at Champaign, and the roughs were with him. The 
 crowds which gathered at the saloons were immense, and almost 
 blockaded the streets in front of them. Fights were an every �ive 
 minutes’ occurrence. The drunken mob held high carnival late into 
 the night and then fell into gutters, wandered into alleys, crowded 
 behind boxes, and went to sleep. The great porch west of the 
 Doane House at the depot was one mass of intoxicated humanity, 
 lying thickly and promiscuously about. The depot platforms were 
 but little better. Many of these persons were too helpless to get 
 upon their trains and remained all night. Some of them were still 
 in the city yesterday. Such terrible debauchery was never before 
 seen in Champaign. But it is a �it ending to this event in which 
 Carter Harrison was the royal high boss and to whom Gen. Black 
 played only second �iddle. 

 324  See the Danville 	Daily	News,	 November 3, 1884, for  an exhaustive analysis of this 
 development. 
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 ‘Some people deny Harrison’s or Black’s responsibility for all this 
 dissipation, but the decent people of the county had their eyes 
 opened to the character of the following of these two men. Union 
 soldiers who heard Harrison’s shameful utterances applauded by 
 the same crowd who became enthusiastic over Black’s tributes to 
 Democracy and his denunciation of everything Republican were 
 awakened to the fact that in following Black they had been led into 
 the wrong crowd. 

 The Democratic press of the district is industriously explaining 
 why General Black charged $25 for his speech at the Sidney 
 reunion, but their excuses have only led to further investigations, 
 which show that it has been his custom to demand the most 
 exorbitant fees from individual soldiers who have sought his 
 services in any capacity. When General Black made his military 
 record he was a Republican. Disappointed in of�ice-hunting led 
 him into the Democratic fold. When he changed politics he 
 swapped friends, and he has worked more industriously for 
 Democracy and the destruction of all that was accomplished by 
 the war than he ever did for Republicanism or for his country on 
 the �ield of battle. He has supported every Democrat who has been 
 nominated for of�ice in the Nation, State, and district, 
 notwithstanding the Republican may be soldiers and Democratic 
 candidates copperheads. He lauds Carter Harrison to the skies and 
 ridicules old Dick Oglesby. He gives cordial support to Tom 
 Hendricks and abuses John A. Logan. The soldiers of the district 
 are beginning to understand him, and from this on it may be safely 
 said that the private notes he is secretly sending out to them will 
 fail in every instance to bring back the pledge of a vote which he 
 asks.’  325 

 Cannon brought his campaign back to Vermilion County at the end of 
 October. He spoke in Hoopeston on the evening of October 31, 1884. On 
 the evening before the election, Cannon had a rally at the Armory. A 
 delegation of leading Republicans met him at his home and escorted him 
 to the Armory with a band playing in its front.  326 

 326  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 3, 1884. 
 325  Danville 	Daily	Commercial,	 October 30, 1884. 

 171 



 Despite the stormy night, Hon. Joseph G. Cannon was greeted with 
 an immense audience at the Armory last evening. He gave a good 
 farewell talk to the assembly, who were well pleased. A great many 
 ladies were present.  327 

 Black’s �inal shot at Cannon appeared in a special edition published by 
 the Danville 	Leader	o	 n November 3  rd  and 4  th  . Below  is the November 3  rd 

 edition. Both editions may be found on Roll I-293 in the micro�ilm 
 archives, Danville, Illinois, Public Library, under CAMPAIGN EXTRA, Nov. 
 3-4, 1884. 

 The right hand column starts out “Tomorrow is the day on which a 
 soldier or a “Stay-at home” will be elected Congressman in this district. 
 It continues emphasizing Black’s military service and why he deserves 
 their vote. 

 On November 4  th  , the Danville 	Daily	News	 responded  to the stay-at-home 
 argument. 

 J. G. CANNON stayed at home, but he was loyal, true, steadfast. He 
 with thousands of other good republicans, stayed at home and 
 kept the Knights of the Golden Circle from falling upon the rear of 
 the army. . . .The insult offered Mr. CANNON because he did not 
 enter the army is an insult to every loyal man who didn’t enter it. 

 If it’s a reason CANNON should not be elected to of�ice it’s a reason 
 why any other loyal man should not be elected to of�ice. 

 327  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 4, 1884. 
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 Snow �litted in the air, the �irst of the season, on election day, November 
 4  th  . It passed without any bad blood.  328  The election  workers moved the 

 328  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 4, 1884. 
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 voters through their polls in a good rate, understanding the cold made it 
 uncomfortable to stand outside. Business was generally suspended. 

 General Black voted in the forenoon [at the city building-Cannon 
 voted at the same location], and just behind him in the line was an 
 aged colored man, who deposited the silent expression of his 
 choice. Joe Mann escorted the venerable Dr. Fithian to the poll, and 
 the Doctor dropped his ballot in the box and retired.  329 

 Two days after the election, the Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 opined that 
 the rapid increase in Danville’s population required one or two more 
 polling places. It noted at some voting places voters had to stand in line 
 almost an hour.  330 

 But Republicans had been warned about tricks democrats were using to 
 favor Black and Carter Harrison. 

 Printed slips with ‘For Governor, Carter Harrison,’ on them, are to 
 be used by Democrats in this city. Look at your ticket and see there 
 is none of them. Several bushels have been received by 
 Republicans, who will take care that they will never see the 
 daylight next Tuesday.  331 

 Besides those who received Harrison stickers to paste over 
 Oglesby’s name, yesterday, today’s mail brought circulars printed 
 in German and addressed to a number of leading Germans, both 
 Democrats and Republicans. These circulars enclosed small 
 gummed strips bearing the words” For Governor, Carter H. 
 Harrison.’ The substance was that these people should paste the 
 strip above over Dick Oglesby’s name and thus fraudulently record 
 one vote for Carter. The trick is an old one and the Germans 
 generally indignant at being picked for Carter’s political suckers. It 
 won’t work.  332 

 332  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 1, 1884. 
 331  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 1, 1884. 
 330  November 6, 1884. 
 329  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 4, 1885. 
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 There will probably be tickets out which will be republican with 
 the exception that they will have on them the name of J. C. Black 
 instead of J. G. Cannon. Look out for them.  333 

	AN	INTERESTING	ASIDE	FOR	GENERAL	BLACK’S	LAW	
	PARTNER	

 Black’s law partner in 1884 was Hiram P. Blackburn, who was an active 
 Republican. Blackburn, a leader in the County party, enjoyed making 
 speeches for Republican candidates, and sometimes the habit of the 
 stump seeped into the courtroom. 

 Here is one on Mr. Blackburn: While making a plea before a jury in 
 the Circuit Court, Tuesday, he went off into the following strain: 
 “My fellow citizens, the tariff, as you all know, is one of the main 
 issues in this campaign”-At this juncture he noticed a smile 
 creeping over the faces of the jurors and others around, and 
 looking back he saw Judge Davis shaking all over with laughter. He 
 excused himself by stating he was out the night before making a 
 stump speech, and had hardly gotten over it yet. After the laughter 
 had subsided he went on in the regular course of his argument.  334 

 334  Danville 	Daily	News,	 October 16, 1884. 
 333  Champaign Daily Gazette, November 1, 1884. 
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	Letterhead	of	the	law	�irm	of	Black	and	Blackburn	in	the	1880s.	
	John	C.	Black	Papers,	Abraham	Lincoln	Presidential	Library,	
	Spring�ield,	Illinois,	Correspondence	Files,	1874-1886.	
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	ANOTHER	CANDIDATE	“FOR	CONGRESS”	AT	THE	LINCOLN	
	OPERA	HOUSE,	OCTOBER	10,	1884-“A	HEALTHY	TONIC	FOR	
	REPUBLICANS	AND	DEMOCRATS”	

 “A new candidate will present himself for Congress to represent this 
 district next Friday evening, Oct. 10, at Lincoln Opera House, in the 
 person of Mr. John T. Raymond. This gentleman, although well known to 
 our readers as a favorite in the popular character of ‘Col. Sellers’ in ‘The 
 Gilded Age,’ [Mark Twain’s novel] is unknown as a politician and an 
 aspirant for Congress. He has a different way in presenting his claims to 
 the public from other candidates. He does not go around making 
 speeches, but simply ‘hires a hall,’ charges a small admission at the door 
 for the purposes of defraying campaign expenses, and then he gives a 
 little show in which Mr. Raymond acts his part in such a manner that he 
 is not only convincing in his arguments but he makes his hearers laugh 
 until they can scarcely laugh any more. He always draws large crowds, 
 and all swear, after hearing him, that they will support him. His 
 campaign bits are the funniest and best, and if you don’t believe it go 
 and hear him next Friday night.”  335 

 See Appendix G for a contemporary review of the play. 

 335  Danville 	Daily	Comme	 rcial, October 4, 1884. 
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	THE	RESULT	

 Remarkably, the congressional result was close, mirroring the 
 presidential popular vote at the national level. It was much closer than 
 Republicans anticipated. Cannon won by only 1.3%. While Cannon 
 enjoyed a 1,028 majority in his home county, the rest of the district that 
 traditionally voted Republican reduced their support for Cannon, while 
 the Democratic strongholds of Edgar and Coles clearly showed they 
 favored Black. The reduced Republican support for Cannon outside of 
 Vermilion County probably re�lected the same objections to him that 
 generated his primary challenges in the Spring, but it was not enough to 
 overcome Cannon’s margin in Vermilion County. 

 In Danville, of�icial returns revealed that the farmers, merchants, 
 laborers and miners outside of Danville Township gave him the margins 
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 that overcame his de�iciencies in the rest of the district. The �igure in 
 parenthesis following Cannon was Blaine’s vote and that following Black 
 was Cleveland’s vote in the township. Cannon took Danville Township by 
 208 votes. The remainder of his Vermilion County majority, 820, came 
 from outside Danville Township. 

 First precinct, Cannon 207, (218)-Black 393 (376) 
 Second Precinct, Cannon 496 (517)-Black 448 (418) 
 Third Precinct Cannon 638 (638)-Black 319 (284) 
 Fourth precinct Cannon 333 (333)-Black 306 (279) 

 Interestingly, the First Precinct matches the area called Rabbittown, and 
 its’ voters would have included a number of men who worked the mines 
 in Grape Creek. 

 The Danville Township precinct boundaries follow: 
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 The Ottawa, Illinois, 	Free	Trader	 observed at the  end of November 

 Gen. J. C. Black, the warrior of Illinois who, among other things, 
 distinguished himself at the July convention by his unswerving 
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 friendship to Joseph E. McDonald, made a phenomenal race for 
 Congress in the Fifteenth Illinois district. He was defeated by 
 Cannon by only 492 votes, but he excelled Cleveland’s by 1,216. 
 General Black’s gain of votes over those cast for Hunter, the 
 democratic nominee in 1882, was 2,709, while Cannon’s gain over 
 his vote the same year was only 1,984.  336 

 The Democrats in Vermilion County could celebrate Cleveland’s win, and 
 Republicans Cannon’s win, Oglesby’s win, as well as all of the other 
 Republicans on the county ticket. Included among the latter was W. J. 
 Calhoun as state’s attorney. Calhoun beat his opponent, George Tilton, 
 by “1,751 votes and received the largest majority of any candidate on 
 the ticket.”  337 

 Jesse Harper’s campaign for Governor was overwhelmed in the noise of 
 the Oglesby/Harrison contest, with Harper receiving 10,057 statewide 
 votes. Oglesby and Harrison received a total of 653,781 votes between 
 them. 

 When the Democratic pundits started their post-election analysis, one of 
 their �irst targets was the Greenback party’s failure to support Black. 
 The November 10, 1884, Danville 	Daily	News	 suggested  that the 
 Democrats chose not to support Black this time, unlike in 1876, because 
 of the Democrat’s attitude toward greenbackers: “A democrat never did 
 think a greenbacker was �it for anything else but to take hold of the foot 
 of a democrat and help him into of�ice.” Cannon kept only four items 
 from the 1884 campaign in his scrapbook.  338  The �irst  was the 	Leader’s	
 article on his whining, the second the infamous and slanderous circular 
 attacking Cannon’s honesty, and the third was the article in the 
 November 10, 1884 Danville 	Daily	News	 on the role  of the Greenbackers 
 in the election, set forth below. 

 338  Joseph G. Cannon Papers. Scrapbook containing 1884 matters, Abraham Lincoln 
 Presidential Library, Spring�ield, Illinois. 

 337  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 10, 1884. 
 336  November 29, 1884. 
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 The fourth item was an unattributed article on Black’s thoughts on 
 contesting the election (see below)  339  . Rumors began  to circulate shortly 
 after the election in the district that Black was going to contest the 
 election. His managers were thinking that if the Democrats controlled 
 the House in the Forty-ninth Congress, they might be willing to remove 
 Cannon for Black. In fact, Black did protest to the board of canvassers 
 claiming irregularities in the Danville Township  precincts.  340  But only as 
 to  votes in the second Danville precinct.  341  He declined  to contest the 
 entire election. 

 341  Danville 	Daily	News	 , November 8, 1884. 
 340  Danville 	Daily	News	 , November 7, 1884. 

 339  Joseph G. Cannon Papers. Scrapbook containing 1884 matters, Abraham Lincoln 
 Presidential Library, Spring�ield, Illinois. 
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	THE	JOLLIFICATION	

 On November 7  th  , it was reported “Wm. P. Cannon took  a ride on Steve 
 Thompson’s back on the square this afternoon. Steve feels happy.”  342  It 
 was also reported “hat men enjoyed a big run on business Saturday, as a 
 result of betting on the election.”  343 

 For those lamenting Blaine’s loss, the Danville 	Daily		Commercial	 advised 

 Don’t take too much to heart. The sun will continue to shine, the 
 gentle rains to fall, and the crops to grow. There will also be 
 marrying and giving in marriage, with consequent replenishing of 
 the population. The world will hardly come to an end yet awhile. 
 Business will be resumed at the old stand and a good many things 
 will happen before we die.  344 

 It also noted on the same day that if Cleveland was elected  345  , there 
 would be ninety-nine applicants for the Danville postof�ice. On the 19  th  , 
 the Danville 	Daily	Commercia	 l speculated 

 The scramble among the Democrats for the Danville postof�ice 
 promises to be lively and energetic. Applicants are coming to the 
 front thick and fast. Peter Voorhees, of Newell, seems to be a 
 formidable candidate. He will go there by the energetic, 
 formidable in�luence of the tall sycamore of the Wabash, D. W. 
 Voorhees, his brother.  346 

 The Democratic celebration of Cleveland’s victory was set for Saturday 
 evening, November 8  th  . The date was selected by W.  H. Barnum, a/k/a in 
 Indiana, as “Mule Barnum”, who “ordered” a grand rati�ication 
 throughout the United States and the “Solid South.”  347 

 347  Danville Daily Commercial, November 10, 1884. 

 346  In fact, John P. Norvell, Elisa Terry’s son-in-law, received the appointment. He 
 received the notice of his appointment from General Black. 

 345  There was a controversy in New York as to the election results. 
 344  November 8, 1884. 
 343  Danville 	Daily	News,	 November 17, 1884. 
 342  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	
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 The old McCormick House in Danville, the temporary Danville home of 
 Abraham Lincoln, David Davis and so many others of the Old Eighth 
 Circuit lawyers, was in poor shape. On November 8  th  it was rumored that 

 A. C. Daniel had promised to sacri�ice the old McCormack House 
 by allowing the democrats to tear it down and burn it providing 
 Cleveland was elected. 

 But it was not to be. 

 We have been positively informed by undisputable authority that 
 Mr. A. C. Daniel will not permit the McCormack House, or any part 
 thereof, to be used for a bon�ire tonight. He has sold the building 
 to private parties, and the lumber will be removed in a few days 
 and used for building purposes.  348 

 The Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 reported on the jolli�ication  with 
 Republican colored glasses.  349  It viewed the National  celebration as the 
 Democratic effort to “throw off the surplus wind that had been 
 accumulating in the ‘old Democratic carcass’ for the last twenty-four 
 years.” The Democrats built a bon�ire in the public square “out of timber 
 furnished from the demolition of a part of the old McCormack House.”  350 

 The crowd on the square was �irst addressed from the First 
 National Bank steps by Gen. J. C. Black, in a short speech. The 
 General made some very pointed remarks. He was sure Cleveland 
 was elected and that he would be seated or there would be blood. 
 He said several other very imprudent things for a man of his 
 known ability and standing. We are afraid the General is a little bit 
 ‘torn up’ over his last defeat by Mr. Cannon, and that there is 

 350  One wonders how many saw the burning of a portion of the McCormack House 
 as a metaphor for burning the traces of Abraham Lincoln, David Davis and his 
 Republican cohorts who managed the nomination of Lincoln in 1860. See Guy C. 
 Fraker’s 	Lincoln’s	Ladder	to	the	Presidency:	The	Eighth		Judicial	Circuit;	 Southern 
 Illinois Press, 2012. 

 349  Five thousand people attended the event. Danville 	Daily	News	 , November 10, 
 1884. 

 348  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 8, 1884. 
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 considerable ‘blood in his eye.’ He will get over this, however, in 
 time, for time effaces all things. 

 Mr. J. B. Mann also addressed the multitude.  351  Joe  made the same 
 old speech he made in Indiana a few days before the election, 
 adding thereto that ‘Cleveland was elected,’ and he would be 
 seated or there would be ‘blood on the moon,’ or words to that 
 effect. Joseph’s speech was greeted with yells of approval. . . . 

 During the jolli�ication on the square a portion of the crowd, 
 headed by the Tilton cornet band, marched to the residence of Mr. 
 A. C. Daniel, serenaded the gentleman and called for a speech. 
 After the boys had been quieted, Mr. Daniel made a few remarks, 
 assuring the boys that ’he was with them,’ which were received 
 with considerable applause, and at the conclusion the speaker was 
 widely cheered. The residence of Mr. Daniel was handsomely 
 illuminated and presented a very beautiful effect, as was also the 
 residence of General Black [just to the north of Daniel’s, on the 
 other side of the Fithian house on Gilbert Street]. 

 The party then went from there to Gen. Black’s residence, where 
 they serenaded that gentleman. In response to calls the General 
 said that he appreciated the honor very much, but had said all he 
 wished to say in his speech down town. After a rousing three 
 cheers the General was left alone to �igure out Cannon’s majority 
 in this district, and wonder, ‘what was the matter with me?’ 

 The crowd then went to E. R. E. Kimbrough’s residence to celebrate his 
 victory for the Illinois House. Kimbrough had a sure victory as the 
 minority member of the House district that included Vermilion County. 
 The reporter noted only a few old time Democrats in the crowd,  352  and 
 ended his report by noting “the rati�ication, as far as a crowd and noise 

 352  This may have re�lected the fact that they were against the celebration since New 
 York’s result, which would guaranty Cleveland’s election, had not been �inalized. 
 Danville 	Daily	News	 , November 10, 1884. 

 351  The Danville 	Daily	News	 reported that while both Black and Mann spoke from 
 the First National Bank’s steps, each also gave a ten-minute speech on the 
 southwest corner of the public square. November 10, 1884. 
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 were concerned, was a success, and there was but little drunkenness 
 and no �ighting.”  353 

 The Danville 	Daily	News	 did not escape the Democrats’  joyful reaction. 

 A delegation of one hundred or more headed by the Tilton band, 
 marched to the front of the NEWS sanctum [northeast corner of 
 Vermilion and North streets] and went through a regular 
 Comanche war dance. They pawed the earth, yelled and bellowed 
 like mad bulls. They enjoyed it apparently to the utmost. Why, Gen. 
 Black’s mimic, known as, ‘And Gentleman, I am Here,’ got down on 
 his knees and pounded the curbing with a club, and rolled his eyes 
 and shouted, ‘glory, glory-hurrah for Cleveland,’ and the Lord only 
 knows what he didn’t hurrah for. We must say we enjoyed the 
 serenade �irst rate.  354 

	GENERAL	BLACK	GETS	A	TICKET	TO	WASHINGTON,	D.	C.	
	TOO	

 At the end of November, General Black joined David Davis and the other 
 members of the Illinois State Bar association’s executive committee in 
 Spring�ield to �ix January 13 and 14, 1885, for the annual meeting of the 
 Association in Spring�ield.  355  The principal addresses  would be given by 
 David Davis, and E. B. Washburn would deliver an oration on the late 
 Isaac N. Arnold.  356 

 It did not take too long for Black’s name to rise in speculations as to how 
 Cleveland might reward him. The Kansas City 	Times	 mentioned Black as 
 a potential candidate for Secretary of War.  357 

 357  December 21, 1884. 
 356  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_N._Arnold 
 355  St. Louis 	Globe-Democrat	 , November 26, 1884. 
 354  November 10, 1884. 
 353  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , November 10, 1884. 
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 On December 20  th  , it was reported General Black had left Danville for 
 Washington, D. C.  358  He returned to Danville on the  24  th  , and “during his 
 absence he called on President-elect, Grover Cleveland.”  359 

 When the Illinois General Assembly gathered in Spring�ield in January, 
 Black, who was “very much admired by the party,” made an effort to 
 obtain the Illinois Federal Senate seat. Once again his opponent was 
 Carter Harrison of Chicago.  360  In early February, it  was reported Black 
 publically withdrew his name from consideration.  361  In fact, he did so in 
 a letter dated January 23, 1885, to E. R. E. Kimbrough, a fellow Danville 
 attorney. Kimbrough was the district’s minority member (Democratic) 
 of the Illinois House. 

 Hon. E. R. E. Kimbrough                                         January 23, 1885 
 Member  from Vermilion 
 House of Representatives 
 Spring�ield, Illinois 

 Dear sir + friend 

 In my judgment the time has arrived in the senatorial struggle + in 
 the efforts to organize the House of Representatives of the State of 
 Illinois when all personal considerations should be laid aside by 
 the various aspirants for the great of�ice which is the real prize in 
 all contests we are witnessing, to the end that a united front may 
 be presented by the Democratic party + that all resources may be 
 [concentrated] in one direction + in this one interest.  This can 
 scarcely be the way while many candidates remain + press their 
 individual claims. 

 [Crossed out sentence] so believing  [illegible] I withdraw my 
 name from the consideration of my friends for the position of 
 United States Senator. I should have been deeply grati�ied at the 
 [illegible] of con�idence & esteem that would have been implied in 

 361  San Francisco, 	Examiner,	 February 4, 1885. 
 360  Memphis, Tennessee 	Public	Ledger	 , January 13, 1885. 

 359  Danville 	Daily	Commercial	 , December 24, 1884. He saw Cleveland on the 22  nd  . 
	New	York	Times	 , December 23, 1884. 

 358  Danville 	Daily	New	 s. 
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 my choice, if the favor of the legislature of the State had been 
 extended to me. But I am unwilling [illegible] the general good of 
 my associates & party friends by continued division. 

 What ever I can do to aid in electing the man the Democratic party 
 may chose for their leader I shall be glad to do. 

 I thank you & those who have heretofore supported me most 
 warmly &  [illegible] for their friendship & profuse aid-and I 
 remain your and their most obedient 

 J. C. Black  362 

 This kept the door open for a Cleveland appointment. On February 6  th 

 and 26  th  , Black’s name was still being mentioned in  the context of 
 Secretary of War.  363 

 During all this speculation, the 37  th  Illinois Volunteer  Infantry set a 
 reunion on the anniversary of the Battle of Pea Ridge at the Palmer 
 House on March 6, 1885 at 2 o’clock P. M. Black was the President of the 
 organization.  364 

 On March 3, 1885, the news broke that “in the event of the appointment 
 of Lamar to be Secretary of the Interior, it is understood that General 
 John C. Black will be appointed Commissioner of Pensions.”  365 

 It is desired to place an ex-Union General at the head of the 
 Pension Bureau in order to dispel the unfavorable criticism that 
 might be caused by the appointment of an ex-Confederate to the 
 head of the department under which the pension service of the 
 Government is administered.  366 

 366  Somerset, Pennsylvania, 	Herald,	 March 4, 1884. 
 365  Reno, Nevada State 	Journa	 l, March 3, 1885. 
 364  Bloomington 	Pantagraph	 , February 25, 1885. 

 363  Buffalo, New York, 	Commercial,	 February 6, 1885.  Rochester, New York, 
	Democrat	and	Chronicle	 , February 26, 1885. 

 362  John Charles Black Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Spring�ield, 
 Illinois, Correspondence Box. 1874-1886, Box 2, Folder 13. See Appendix B. 

 193 



 It was �itting that General John Charles Black would receive the 
 noti�ication of his appointment as Commissioner of Pensions while in 
 the company of his comrades of the 37  th  Illinois Volunteer  Infantry. 

 Chicago, ILL., March 5.-General John C. Black of Danville is in the 
 city in attendance on the reunion of the Thirty-seventh Illinois 
 infantry. The following telegraphic correspondence is 
 self-explanatory: 

 Washington, Match 6.-To General John C. Black, Palmer House, 
 Chicago-The President thinks your of�icial connection with this 
 administration will contribute to his success and desires me to 
 ascertain if you will assume the duties of commissioner of 
 pensions. I cordially join in his request. L. Q. C. LAMAR  367 

 Chicago, March 6.-To L. Q. C. Lamar, Secretary of the Interior-I 
 thank President Cleveland and yourself. If my appointment will 
 contribute to the success of the administration I will accept the 
 position. Telegraph me when I should arrive in Washington. J. C. 
 Black.  368 

 General Black says the appointment was unsolicited. 

 How was the appointment viewed? The Lincoln, Nebraska 	Journal	Star	
 was typical: “No selection more satisfactory to the old soldiers of the 
 country could have been made.” The Philadelphia 	Times	 opined 

 The appointment of General John C. Black, of Illinois, as 
 Commissioner of Pensions will bring into the public service a man 
 of vigor and ability. Still a young man-only forty-six-he was old 
 enough to make a most creditable record and to rise to the brevet 
 rank of brigadier general in a war which closed twenty years ago. 
 Severely wounded in some of the severe engagements his scars 

 368  When Black passed through Pittsburg on the way to Washington, the 	Daily	Post	
 described him as a “well proportioned man, with iron gray hair and chin whiskers 
 and mustache, of the same color. His manners are very open and agreeable. A 
 wound received in the late war has crippled his left wrist, and he has not much use 
 of that member.” March 11, 1885. 

 367  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucius_Quintus_Cincinnatus_Lamar 
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 give him a picturesque aspect and his appearance on the stump is 
 demanded in some of the Western States in each campaign, 
 because of his popularity with the soldier element. He is an honest 
 man, a good lawyer, and, as he has been successful in whatever 
 work he has undertaken, there is no reason why he shall not make 
 the same record in the Pension Bureau.  369 

 The Brooklyn, New York, 	Daily	Eagle,	 commenting on  Black’s 
 appointment, observed 

 Secretary Lamar has taken the �irst af�irmative step toward 
 accomplishing what every intelligent person expected him to 
 accomplish, namely, placing the Department of the Interior, and 
 particularly the Pension Bureau, upon a sound business basis. To 
 bring about this desirable result a better selection than that of 
 General Black could not have been made. It is a long step in the 
 right direction.  370 

 And so, in March 1885, two lawyers from Danville, Illinois, assumed 
 their duties in Washington City, one as a seventh term Congressman, and 
 one as Commissioner of Pensions. 

 As to General Black getting over his loss to Cannon, one can imagine that 
 had occurred by May 1885, when Black accompanied President 
 Cleveland to the battle�ield at Gettysburg. General Black gave the 
 principal remarks in remembrance of that battle in the presence of 
 President Cleveland.  371 

 General John Charles Black no longer had to wondered (if he ever did) 
 ‘what was the matter with me?’  372 

 372  The Washington, D. C 	Critic	 reported “J. C. Black,  Illinois” at the WILLARD on 
 March 11, 1885. 

 371  Mount Carmel, Illinois Register, June 25, 1886 for a transcript of the speech. 

 370  March 8, 1885. See the Chattanooga, Tennessee 	Daily		Times	 for the departmental 
 context of Black’s appointment and replacement of the preceding Commissioner. 
 March 9, 1885. 

 369  March 8, 1885. 
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	AN	EXAMPLE	OF	BLACK’S	STRATEGY	TO	ENTICE	
	REPUBLICAN	VOTES	

 On November 29, 1885, an item appeared in the Indianapolis 	Journal	
 illustrating the success of Black’s attempt to obtain Republican votes in 
 the canvass. It also shows he knew how to reward such Republicans 
 with the patronage that came with being Commissioner of Pensions. The 
 voter was Danville Doctor Ezra Peters. 
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	SAMUEL	T.	BUSEY	GOES	TO	SCHOOL	ON	HIS	FELLOW	
	GENERAL	IN	1890	

 In 1890, Urbana’s Samuel T. Busey used Black’s election strategy in 
 successfully challenging and defeating Cannon in his re-election. While 
 the 1890 campaign provided Busey with additional opportunities  373 

 against Cannon, it, too, had a Republican rebellion against Cannon 
 through local newspapers, claims of corruption in buying votes and 
 newspaper editors, Busey making no campaign speeches, presenting a 
 soldier wounded in the last days of the war, and attacking Cannon for his 
 lack of military service, during which he made his initial fortune. 

 373  The McKinley tariff and Cannon’s alleged vulgarity on the House �loor in 
 opposing a Democratic �ilibuster. 
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	John	C.	Black	Papers,	Abraham	Lincoln	Presidential	Library,	
	Spring�ield,	Illinois	(undated)	
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	APPENDIX	A	
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	APPENDIX	B	

	Black’s	letter	withdrawing	his	name	from	consideration	for	the	
	Illinois	U.	S.	Senator	position,	January	23,	1885.	
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	John	Charles	Black	Papers,	Abraham	Lincoln	Presidential	Library,	
	Spring�ield,	Illinois.	
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	APPENDIX	C	

 General Black’s efforts to dampen the boom for Indiana’s Thomas A. 
 Hendricks at the Democratic convention by announcing additional votes 
 for Cleveland probably earned Black the position of Commissioner of 
 Pension’s upon Cleveland’s victory. Hendricks, however, received the 
 Democratic Vice Presidential nomination, and with Cleveland’s victory, 
 became Vice President of the United States on March 4, 1885. 

 During the campaign in the Illinois Fifteenth Congressional District, 
 Republican papers vili�ied Hendricks’ conduct during the Civil War as an 
 avid Copperhead, and tied General Black to Hendricks as often as 
 possible. Cannon paired Black with Hendricks in his speech on Blaine 
 Day in Danville. But was Hendricks the Devil? A surviving note of 
 condolence from Hendricks to Mrs. Black in the Black Papers in 
 Spring�ield suggest that there was, in fact, not only a political friendship 
 between the Blacks and the Hendricks, but also a personal relationship. 

 The Blacks vacationed as a family in Elmira, New York, in September 
 1885. Their daughter Josephine Livona, age 5, died of diphtheria on 
 September 24, 1885.  374  One report suggests that their  other children 
 may have had the disease since the Blacks delayed their return to 
 Danville until they could safely travel.  375 

 The Blacks arrived in Danville on October 12, 1885, and their daughter’s 
 remains “were taken at once to Spring Hill cemetery.” A large group of 
 friends met the family at the Wabash Depot. General Black, shortly after 
 internment, returned to Washington, D. C. On the same day, Vice 
 President Hendricks, himself in poor health in Indianapolis, sent a note 
 of condolence to Mrs. Black. Hendricks’ tender remembrance of 
 Josephine reveals much about the man. Hendricks would himself die on 
 November 25, 1885. 

 375  Champaign 	Daily	Gazette	 , October 5, 1885. 

 374  Black was traveling to Topeaka, Kansas, to attend a reunion of one-armed 
 soldiers, when his daughter died. Salina, Kansas, 	Semi-Weekly	 Journal, October 17, 
 1885. See also Atchison, Kansas, 	Daily	Patriot	 , September  28, 1885. 
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	John	C.	Black	Papers,	Corresspondence	1874-1886,	Box	2,	Folder	
	13,	Abrahaham	Lincoln	Presidential	Library,	Spring�ield,	Illinois	
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	APPENDIX	D	

 General Black assumed his of�ice in March 1885, and in September, he 
 joined his family in Elmira, New York, for some rest.  The Blacks would 
 suffer a heavy loss in September while in Elmira with the death of their 
 daughter Josephine from diphtheria, but in July 1885, another resident 
 of Elmira, who had recently published his new book 	Adventures	of	
	Huckleberry	Finn	 , had some fun at the expense of General  Black with a 
 bureaucratic snafu by Commissioner of Pensions’ Black of�ice. 

 John Charles Black Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 
 Spring�ield, Illinois. 

 Knoxville, Tennessee 	Daily	Journal	 , July 18, 1885: 
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	APPENDIX	E	

 At the end of March 1885 (he arrived on March 11  th  ),  General Black 
 updated his wife, who remained in Danville, on his adventures in 
 Washington, D. C. Below is the letter. Transcribing Black’s cursive 
 handwriting is a challenge, and I leave it to the reader, as a budding 
 historian, to enjoy discovering the General’s message to his wife. John 
 Charles Black Papers, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Spring�ield, 
 Illinois. 
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	APPENDIX		F	

	General	John	Charles	Black	campaign	banner	from	the	1884	Illinois	
	Fifteenth	Congressional	District	campaign.	John	Charles	Black	
	Papers,	Abraham	Lincoln	Presidential	Library,	Spring�ield,	Illinois	 . 

 The source of this banner may have been at a campaign rally in Tolono, 
 Illinois, on Saturday, November 1, 1884, as reported in the Danville 
	Leader’s	 November 3, 1884 special election edition. 
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	Curriculum	Vitae	of	Timothy	Ohrea	Smith	

	Birth	Information:	 Son of James O. (Professor of Theoretical  and 
 Applied Mechanics, University of Illinois) and Frances R. Smith (A. B. 
 History, Judson College, Marion, Alabama) at Urbana, Illinois, in 1948. 

	Education:	 Urbana High School, 1966;  University of  Illinois 	,	
 Urbana/Champaign, Illinois, 1970, AB, Magna Cum Laude, High 
 Distinction in History; University of Illinois Law School, 
 Urbana/Champaign, Illinois, 1973, JD. 

	Family	 : Wife, Jane Anne Dighton Smith, 1978 until  her passing in 2003; 
 and daughter Jessica Anne Smith, now Jessica Anne Diel. 

	Bar	Admissions:	 Illinois Supreme Court, 1973; United  States District 
 Court, Eastern District of Illinois, 1973; United States Court of Military 
 Appeals, 1974; United States Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit, 1984. 

	Professional	Experience	 : U. S. Navy (R), Lieutenant,  Judge Advocate 
 General Corps, courts martial defense counsel, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 (1974-1975), and staff member, Of�ice of the Judge Advocate General of 
 the Navy, Washington, D. C. (1975-1977); Private practice of law, 
 Danville, Illinois, (1977- 2010). 

	Nature	of	Practice	 : My private practice in Danville  began in 1977 as 
 general, but over the years narrowed into business transactions, real 
 estate transactions, banking, and creditor bankruptcy work, with 
 excursions into wills and trusts. Retired June 2010. 

	Lifetime	Af�iliations:	 Vermilion County Bar Association,  Member and 
 President; Danville Symphony Orchestra, Board Director and Board 
 President; Illinois State Bar Association, Member; Danville Symphony 
 and Danville Symphony Foundation, Board Director and Board 
 President; Springhill Cemetery, Board Director; Osher Life Long 
 Learning Institute, University of Illinois, Urbana/Champaign, Advisory 
 Board Director and Board President 

	Retirement	Activities	as	an	Historian	 : 
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	VERMILION	COUNTY	REPORT	TO	THE	ILLINOIS	SUPREME	COURT	
	HISTORIC	PRESERVATION	COMMISSION.	 The Illinois Supreme  Court 
 Historic Preservation Commission requested that representatives of 
 Vermilion County prepare a report for the 200  th  anniversary  of Illinois 
 statehood identifying the County’s important and historic cases in order 
 to preserve and make those stories accessible to the public. I prepared 
 the Report as a committee of one. 

	JOSEPH	JOHN	(“Uncle	Joe”)	GURNEY	CANNON:	

 Upon retirement, I’ve enjoyed researching and writing about the early 
 years and professional development of Joseph John Gurney Cannon, 
 State’s Attorney in the Illinois 27  th  Judicial Circuit  from 1861 to 1868, 
 Member of the U. S. House of Representatives for 46 years (1873 to 
 1891, 1893 to 1913, and 1915 to 1923) and Speaker of the U. S. House of 
 Representatives from 1903 to 1911. Upon commencing of my 
 “retirement” project on Cannon, there was virtually nothing published 
 (but for the of�icial U. S. Government Congressional Records) on his 
 years prior to becoming Speaker. I’ve attempted to �ill that void with my 
 continuing research into one of America’s greatest legislators. Early in 
 my research, I determined to provide my resulting essays to the 
 Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, (Chronicling Illinois), which is the 
 depository of the existing private papers of Joseph G. Cannon, thereby 
 making them available for any persons interested in the professional 
 and business development of not only Joseph, but also his brother, 
 William P. Cannon. Any biography of Joseph must include William, who, 
 as his business partner from 1861 until William’s death in 1902, 
 provided the wealth for his brother to survive in the corrupt 
 congressional years of the Gilded Age with an acknowledged reputation 
 of honesty. 

	Published	Essays	On	Cannon	 : 

 The Heritage of Vermilion County (Quarterly Publication of the 
 Vermilion County Illinois Museum Society), 	The	Parental		In�luences	on	
	Uncle	Joe	Cannon	
 Spring 2014, 
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 The Heritage of Vermilion County, 	supra	 , 	The	Cannonballing	of	Mayor	
	John	Beard	and	the	Englishes,	 1891-1901, Parts 1 and  2, Summer 2015 
 and Autumn 2015 

 The Heritage of Vermilion County, 	supra,	 * 	The	Legal		Prosecutions	
	Brought	by	State’s	Attorney	Joseph	Gurney	Cannon	Arising	from	the	
	August	1863	Copperhead	Riot	in	Danville,	Illinois-	 in  3 parts, Autumn 
 2018, Winter 2018-2019, and Spring 2019 

 The Heritage of Vermilion County, 	supra,	*Elis	Sampson		Terry,	 Autumn 
 2021. 

	Self-Published	Essays	on	Cannon	 : Essays with an *  have been accepted 
 for deposit and use by researchers as a part of the Joseph G. Cannon 
 Papers at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in Spring�ield, 
 Illinois. They are also available at the Danville, Illinois, Public Library 
 Archives. 
 : 
 *The Slander Case That Convinced Joseph G. Cannon to Become a 
 Lawyer: 	Rose	v	Strouse-	 OCLC 1264153652 

 *An Examination of the Estate of Horace F. Cannon and What It Reveals 
 About His Business Dealings, His Wealth and the Inheritances of His 
 Wife GuliElma and His Sons Elisha B. Cannon, Joseph G. Cannon, and 
 William P. Cannon-OCLC 1005740314 

 *Like Father Like Son: How The Prosecution of Horace Franklin Cannon 
 in 1847 For Harboring An African American Taught His Son Joseph 
 (John) Gurney Cannon About Having The Courage of Your Convictions 
 And Fighting For What Is Right-OCLC 987798032 

 *The Tuscola Years of Joseph Gurney Cannon and his family: With 
 attention given to the contributions of men from Parke County, Indiana, 
 in the establishment and Development of Tuscola and Douglas County, 
 Illinois-OCLC 1005740162 

 *The Legal Prosecutions Brought by State’s Attorney Joseph Gurney 
 Cannon Arising from the August 1863 Copperhead Riot in Danville, 
 Illinois-OCLC 1048010223 
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 *Joseph G. Cannon: State’s Attorney, Twenty-Seventh Judicial Circuit, 
 1861 Through 1868. This is an analysis of Cannon’s years as state’s 
 attorney in Ford, Champaign, Douglas, Vermilion, Edgar and Coles 
 Counties (to the extent the records of his 2227 indictments survive) 
 from 1861 through 1868, his family’s negative experiences with the law 
 prior to 1857, his decision to go to law school, Cannon’s course of study 
 at the Law School at Cincinnati as well as his early civil practice in 
 Shelbyville and Tuscola-OCLC 1131863998 (This copy, at the Archives in 
 the Urbana Public Library) is only a partial copy of the entire essay, 
 limited to Parts I, II, and III for Champaign County only, and IV. The 
 complete essay for all counties in the Twenty-seventh Judicial Circuit is 
 available at Spring�ield and Danville. 

 *The Private Law Practice of Joseph Gurney Cannon in Douglas County, 
 Illinois: 1858 to 1873-OCLC 1103323499 

 *A Star in His Course: The First Congressional Campaign of Joseph 
 Gurney Cannon in 1872-OCLC 1120769521 

 *Joseph G. Cannon’s First Term in Congress: 1873 to 1875 
 OCLC 1143764467 

 *The Opening of Joseph and William Cannon’s Vermilion County Bank, 
 The Contemporaneous Failure of John C. Short’s Exchange Bank, and the 
 Consequences of That Failure for the Investors in the Danville Banking 
 and Trust Company (1873-1878)-OCLC 1183468749 

 *“. . .Are You Going To Vote For Pickrell, His Bull, or Me?” The 1874 
 Congressional Campaign of Joseph Gurney Cannon-OCLC 1183468182 

 *The 44  th  Congress and the 1876 Congressional Campaign:  “Wheel 
 Horse” Cannon Begins To Show His Stuff-OCLC 1235971161 

 *J. G. Cannon in the Forty-�ifth Congress and His Defeat of Malden Jones 
 and Jesse Harper in 1878 in the Illinois Fourteenth Congressional 
 District-OCLC 1257787479 
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 *The Real Estate Partnership Dealings of William P. Cannon and Joseph 
 G. (“Uncle Joe”) Cannon in Vermilion County, Illinois: 1874 to 1902-OCLC 
 1257785715 

 *The Forty-Sixth Congress: Cannon Comes of Age-OCLC 1302206724 

 Fire Bugs in the Danville, Illinois, Fire Department: Three Years of 
 Turmoil and the Trial of the Fireman, June 1879 to April 1882 [Bound 
 essay available at the Danville, Illinois Public Library, Archives 
 Department-OCLC 1302210983] 

 *The Forty-seventh Congress: Cannon Begins His Congressional 
 Leadership Role As A Member of the Majority On The House Committee 
 on Appropriations-OCLC-1312348204 

 Some Tips of the Drift of Historical Icebergs in the Doings in Danville, 
 Illinois, During the Cannon Brothers’ Initial Years as Residents: 1875, 
 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881 and 1882--- Being Commentaries on 
 Selected Events and Persons in Danville, Illinois, Originally Published in 
 the Essays For the Early Congressional Years of Joseph G. Cannon- 
 OCLC-1313523843 

 Danville Doings-1883-The Year Infrastructure Arrived 

	Video	Presentation	 : 

	Mr.	Cannon	Goes	to	Washington	 , Danville, Illinois,  Public Library 
 presentation on March 16, 2021.  This video is an  overview of Cannon's 
 campaigns for Congress in 1872 (his �irst of 23 terms) and 1874, and a 
 brief review of what he accomplished in those Congresses. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZLji-n6o4o&t=173s 

	Speeches	

 The Cannons Before They Arrived in Danville-OCLC 100574162 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZLji-n6o4o&t=173s


 Some Observations On The Early Political Career of Joseph Gurney 
 (“Uncle Joe”) Cannon, Congressman From East Central Illinois, 1860 to 
 1885-Remarks Given By Timothy Ohrea Smith At The University of 
 Illinois Osher Lifelong Learning Institute on September 22, 2022 
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