———-——‘

Dgar Genl. Robhins:

You once asked me to dwrinevratriatimm to you.

It i¢ an easy to define Spirit o Life-w A1l reason-
able beings understand.  Ne ﬁefinition of wither has ever suited
#1) men. | A

The Roman seid:

ahalce et decorum est pro patria mori "
and it plesses the man who hes the blood of martyr or soldier
in his veins.

Others say:

1t is sweot and beceming to live for the esouniry 1 1 o
thie plaapa the mild and gentle oreatures whose hope it is some-
time to teke the places of all mertyrs and sll soldiers. MNay they
be z6ng in swrivingll

i 1ike Utephen Tecatur's proud phrase;

*our country! In her intereourse with foreign
nations wmay she nlwnyn be 1n the right; bub our countyy,
right o¥ wrong. "

That suits me with the word "foreign™ striecken oub
gnd 1% does not seem improbable.

I love my country beceuse in it and with it I may in
manly fashion maintain high debate as to its duties; but when
the debéte is done snd the sword iw drawn it is treason %o stand
sgainet the imperiasl will lawfully aseertained and duly declared.

{he censtitution of the United States says that “treason
. . . . . shall gensist only in levying war sgainst them, OF in
adhering to their enemjes, giving them aid and confort."

This definition evidently was framed for a pericd of
wirr, flegrent snd wetusl: 4% was intended to mllow the fullest
disoussion and the brondest freedom of speeeh.

The experience of & self-governing people ehowf ita

wisdom.
A narrow but perfect legul definition of patriotism

might be by converse: Patriotism shall coneist in adhering to
the United HStates in time éf war and in 21l weys opposing and



discomforting ite enemies, But thie is not satisfactory
Lo him whose bosom is aglow with the love of ecountry.

Hor cen & general, sltruistie orsed iike that of
Tom ol e

"The world 48 my country; to do good is my wveligion,”
be enlled the egquivelent of patriotism: it leaves out of the
great aquation that sublime something whieh Scetiish ﬁoqtt wrote
of:

"HBreathees there o man with soul so dead

"Who never te himeaelf has ssid

"This {8 my own, my native landi”

Fitz-(reene Halleek, writing of Red Jncket, said:

YLove for thy land ss if she were thy daughter;
"Her pipes in pesce, her tomshawks in war."

Patriotism 1s thet soemething, part of the normel man,
that mekes him love unselfishly sbove any other land the land
where he wae born and dwelt until full& eonacious of himself:
that mekes him more desire its good and growth snd security
then thowse of any other; that mekes him her fesrless tescher
in debate, her intrepid and obedient soldier in war, living
for her and when need comea dying for her. Jmen.

Somewhore there is & passage whieh has this in it:

“If I prefer not Jerusalem sbove my chief joy--"
You gan look it up at your leisure,

Very trily vours,

John ¢, ¥laek.




